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THIRTY-NINTH SERMON.
ON CONFIDENCE IN PRAYER.

Subject.

1. Confident prayer is that which is most pleasing to God, for
He wishes us to pray to Him with confidence. 2. It is the
most efficacious kind of prayer, to which God can refuse noth-
ing.— Preached on the Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity.

Text.

Que non discedebat de templo, jejuniis et obsecrationibus ser-
viens nocte ac die.— Luke ii. 37.

““Who departed not from the temple, by fastings and prayers
serving night and day.”

Introduction.

Simeon, an old priest, comes into the temple; Anna, a widow
eighty-four years of age, comes alsoat the same time. The former
was urged to come by the Spirit of God: ‘“ And he came by the
Spirit into the temple.” ' The latter came accidentally: ‘“ Now
she at the same hour coming in confessed to the Lord.” * They
were both ignorant of what was to happen to them there, and
both had the great joy and glory in their old age, before the end
of their lives, to see and know Jesus, the Saviour of the world.
Why were they so exceptionally favored? Of Simeon the Gos-
pel says that he ‘“ was just, and devout, waiting for the consolation
of Israel,”* and of Anna, that she ‘“ departed not from the tem-
ple, by fastings and prayers serving night and day.” Mark this,
my dear brethren; both were anxiously looking out for the
redemption of Israel, that is, the advent of the promised
Messias. Simeon was ‘‘ waiting for the consolation of Israel,”
and Anna ‘“spoke of Him,” that is, Christ, ¢“to all that looked

1 Et venit in spiritu in templum.—Luke 1. 27.

1 Et heec ipsa hora superveniens confitebatur Domino.—Ibid. 38.
3 Justus et timoratus, exspectans consolationem Israel.—Ibid. 25.
7
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for the redemption of Israel.”* Both were equally confident in
the prayers they offered up in the temple for thisend. Therefore
both had the happiness and great joy to see their Saviour. He
who trusts in God shall not be disappointed, as I explained
last Advent. But now, if besides constancy we also have confi-
dence in prayer, what may we not obtain from the Divine Gener-
osity? To answer that question in a word, I say, everything—
everything that it is possible for us to obtain. For it is once
for all certain that no prayer is more agreeable or efficacious in
the sight of Grod than that which is offered to Him with confi-
dence. 'This is the subject of this sermon.

Plan of Discourse.

God wishes us to have confidence in prayer; therefore confident
prayer is that which pleases Him best. This I shall show in the
Jirst part.  Confident prayer is the only one to which God can re-
Suse nothing; therefore it is the most efficacious, as we shall see
in the second part.

Give us all, O Lord, by Thy powerful grace, that confidence
in prayer; we ask this of Thee through the intercession of Mary
and of our holy guardian angels.

That the Lord wishes us to call upon Him with an assured
confidence is evident enough from the first two words of that chief
and most powerful of all prayers which Jesus Christ Himself
tanght us and exhorts us to say daily, ‘¢ Our Father.” Mark this
well, my dear brethren, as the foundation of what I am about to
say; God wishes us to pray to Him as children to a father. And
He calls Himself by this name “ Father” almost exclusively when
speaking of prayer. He admonishes all men by the wise Eccle-
siastes to think of Him and serve Him truly from their earliest
years: ‘ Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth.”?
Thus He wishes us in our earliest years to think of our Jast end,
so that we may serve Him all the days of our lives and be happy
with Him forever in heaven. When He reproves His people for
ingratitude, or reminds them of the benefits bestowed on them,
He generally calls Himself their Saviour and Redeemer: ¢ For
I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour; I
have given Egypt for thy atonement, Ethiopia and Saba for
thee.”* And elsewhere e says: ‘I am the Lord, and there

! Loquebatur de illo omnibus qui exspectabant redemptionem Israel.—Luke 1i. 38.

2 Memento Creatoris tui in diebus juventutis tuae.—Eccles. xii. 1.

? Quia ego Dominus Deus tuus, Sanctus Israel, Salvator tuus ; dedi propitiationem tuam
ZXgyptum, Xthioplam et Sabam pro te,—Is. xHii. 3.
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is no saviour beside Me;”* for am I not your God and Saviour

who brought you out of Egypt, and saved you from the yoke of
your enemies? Why have you, then, been so ungrateful as to
rebel against Me? Whenever He commands or forbids anything
to be done, He generally uses the expression: ¢¢Thus saith the
Lord;” go, O Prophet and tell the people in My name what I
wish; ‘“thus saith the Lord Almighty;” His object in speaking
thus of Himself being to add weight to His commands, and let
the people see that they must do what such a Sovereign Majesty
orders. So, also, when He threatens to visit His people with
scourges, He says, I will visit you with famine, war, and pestilence,
and ‘“you shall know that I am the Lord.” But when speaking of
prayer He lays aside all His glory and majesty, as it were, and
takes that most meek and loving name of Father. So shall you
pray and make known your wants to Me: Our Father who art in
heaven. Do you wish to pray? says Christ in the Gospel of St.
Matthew. Then go into your room alone, and there call on
your Father: ¢“But thou, when thou shalt pray, enter into thy
chamber, and having shut the door, pray to thy Father in secret;
and thy Father, who seeth in secret, will repay thee.”* ¢ Amen,
amen I say to you, if you ask the Father anything in My name, He
will give it you.”® When two or three of you are gathered to-
gether in My name, whatever you ask shall be done to you by My
Father. Thus, whenever mention is made of prayer, God does
not speak of Himself as the Lord, or Almighty, or as Creator,
or Saviour, but as Father.

But what is the meaning of that, unless that we are to pray to
Him as children to a father, that is, with child-like love and con-
fidence, with the assurance of receiving from Iim whatever is
good for us? For the name father, according to its proper sig-
nification, is one of goodness, affection, tender love, mercy, and
generosity.  ““Father is a name of affection,” says Cardinal
Hugo. * 1If the name pafer comes from pati, which means to
suffer, then it signifies that a father suffers anything with readi-
ness for the sake of his children. If it comes from the word
portare, to carry, it signifies the love with which the father car-
ries his child on his arm to keep it from evil. If it comes from

1 Ego sum Domtinus, et non est absque me salvator.—Is. x1iii. 11,

? Tu autem cum oraveris, intra in cubiculum tuum, et clauso ostio ora Patrem tuum in abs-
condito; et Pater tuus, qui videt in abscondito, reddet tibi.—Matt. vi. 6.

3 Amen, amen dico vobis, si quid petieritis Patrem in nomine meo, dabit vobis. John xvi.
23. ¢ Pater est nomen affectus.

Hence He
wishes us
to pray with
confldence.
That is
shown by
the name of
Father.



10 On Confidence in Prayer.

patefacere, to open, it means that the father opens his heart
to his children. And, finally, if it comes from pascere, to feed,
it signifies the loving care with which the father provides his
children with everything necessary for their support. All this
tends to nothing else than to give children the utmost con-
fidence in their fathers. ¢ O great dignity of all who pray,” ex-
claims Cajetan, ‘to have a Father in heaven!”' Rejoice, he
continues; you are told to present your petition to God, not as a
servant to a master, nor a subject to a sovereign, nor a criminal
to a judge, ‘““but as a son to afather, with filial affection, confi-
dence, nay, certainty,”? that you will not be refused. St. Paul
writes in the same strain to the Romans who were converted to
the true faith. My dear brethren, he says, ‘“you have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage again in fear, but you have received
the spirit of adoption of sons, whereby wecry: Abba (Father),”*
like little children, as St. Athanasius beautifully remarks, who
clap their hands and ery out, Father, a word which inspires the
utmost love and confidence.
:gsliﬁg e And truly it must be a stupid or wicked child who has no con-
enougnto Hidence in its father. If you asked something of importance
inspireus  from your prince, and the latter referred the whole matter to
;:;:;hcf;i.ld- your father, could you doubt that your request would be granted?
fidence.  Could the prince give you a more desirable answer than to say
to you: Go to your father; I will agree to everything he says,
and will at once grant your petition? Oh, what a good Saviour
we have, Christians! When we want anything, He refers us to
our heavenly Father, who is goodness, mercy, generosity, and
love itself. To Ilim we must make known our wants, and cry
out Abba, Father! And what an impression will not those words
make on such a fatherly heart, in which love and mercy have
their abode!
es:;:;::' When the Patriarch Abraham was climbing the mountain with
from Seript- his son Isaac, whom he was about to sacrifice, Isaac said to him:
ure. ¢ My father, behold fire and wood; where is the victim for the
holocaust?”* I see you have the sword, I am carrying the wood
for the fire, but I cannot see a victim. St. John Chrysostom
considers those words of Isaac, ¢“my father.” Ah, what a cruel

1 0 magna dignitas cujuslibet orantis, habere Patrem in ccelo.

3 Sed ut filius ad patrem, filiali affectu, filiali fiducia, imo securitate.

3 Non accepistls spiritum servitutis iterum in timore, sed accepistis spiritum adoptionis
filiorum, in quo clamamus : Abba (Pater).—Rom. viii. 15.

4 Pater mi, ecce ignis et ligna, ubl est victima holocausti ?—Geu. xxii. 7.
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wound those loving words of the child must have inflicted on the
father’s heart! And God allowed it, so that, Abraham’s most
tender affection for his son being aroused, his obedience might
be put to a still greater proof; for the name of father pronounced
by the lips of a child has a most powerful effect on the heart.
Absalom was an undutiful son and a rebel against his father
David, and yet how bitterly his father deplored his death! ¢ The
king therefore being much moved, went up to the high chamber
over the gate, and wept. And as he went he spoke in this man-
ner: My son Absalom, Absalom my son; would God that I
might die for thee.”' But, holy king, why dost thou weep?
Dost thou mourn for a rebel who tried to deprive thee of thy
throne? Ie is now out of thy way, and thon hast nothing more
to fear from him; thou shouldst therefore rather rejoice. Ah,
says St. Gregory in the person of David, you know not what it
is to be a father. Although Absalom was an undutiful child,
yet he was my son, and I am inconsolable, now that he is taken
away from me by death. The prodigal was, as it appears, well
aware of the force of fatherly love, for he said with the utmost
-confidence, in spite of his misdeeds: ¢ I will arise and will go to
my father, and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before thee.”* What? says St. Peter Chrysologus; what?
undutiful son that you are, will you dare to go to your father,
whom you have so grievously offended? What hope or confi-
dence can you have in approaching him? And he answers in
the person of the prodigal: What hope? what confidence? That
which I have in the fact that he is my father. If I have not be-
haved as his son, he has not therefore lost the quality of a father. *
His heart and affection will plead for me far more powerfully
than my words; and if I only say ““father” to him, he must for-
give me. Therefore I will go to him without hesitation; I
will arise and will go to my father.”

If that is the case, my dear brethren, with what confidence We should
should we not go to our heavenly father and pray to Ilim, of h2Ve much
whom Tertullian says: ¢“There is no one so loving, no one s0 fidence n
fatherly.” * He says of Himself by the Prophet Isaias: ¢ Can fy“;;‘;‘gf’“’
a woman forget her infant, so as not to have pity on the son of

1 Contristatus itaque rex ascendit coenaculum port et flevit. Et sic loquebatur vadens:
Fili mi Absalom, Absalom Aili mi, quis mihi tribuat vt ego moriar pro te. - II. Kings xviii. 33.

2 Surgam, et ibo ad patrem meum, et dicam ¢i : Pater, peccavi in coelum et coram te.—
Luke xv. 18.

3 Ille quod patris est non amisit.

4 Tam pius pemo ; tam pater nemao.
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her womb? And if she should forget, yet will not I forget thee;
behold, I have graven thee in My hands.”' And Christ assures
us in the Gospel of St. John: ¢ I say not to you that I will ask
the Father for you;” that isnot necessary, ‘“ for the Father Him-
self loveth you; ”* and Ile is already inclined and most desirous
to bestow on you all the graces you wish.

But if this title of loving Father is not powerful enough to in-
spire us with a child-like confidence in Him, God is pleased that
we should pray to Him in the name of His only-begotten Son.
When a suppliant has been fortunate enough to render some ser-
vice to the lord to whom he presents his petition, he is far more
likely to have that petition granted; for thelord will be moved to
show his liberality to one who has been so useful to him. Thus
the Jews, in order to urge OQur Lord to hear the centurion’s
prayer and restore his servant to health, said: ¢“He is worthy
that Thou shouldst do this for him; for he loveth our nation.”*
Thus, too, the poor widows, in order to move St. Peter to raise Ta-
bitha to life, showed him the clothes she gave them: ¢“And allthe
widows stood about him weeping, and showing him the coats and
garments which Dorcas made them.”* Now, my dear brethren,
if the confidence we must have that God will hear our prayers
had to be founded on our own merits, then indeed we might
despair of obtaining the least thing from Him; but it is built on
the merits of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, in whose name we
offer our prayers to our heavenly Father, and whose merits far
surpass all the graces that we can ever desire, and are accepted
by the almighty Iather with the assurance that they will be
useful to us. Hence, although our prayers of themselves are
worth nothing, yet, since they are offered in the name of Jesus
Christ, who helps them with His infinite merits, they can obtain
everything. Suppose that a prince agrees, in case you perform
a certain service for him, to grant you, besides other rewards,
the freedom of two men who are sentenced to death. You per-
form the service. The two criminals beg the prince to free
them, mentioning your name, and you help their petition.

1 Numquid oblivisci potest mulier infantem suum, ut non misereatur filio uteri sui ? Et si
ilia oblita fuerit, ego tamen non obliviscar tui; ecce in manibus meis descripsi te.—Isa. xlix.
15, 16.

2 Non dico vobis quia ego rogabo Patrem de vobis ; ipse enim Pater amat vos.—John xvi.
26, 27.

? Quia dignus est ut hoc i1l praestes; diliget enim gentem nostram.—Luke vii. 4, 5.

* Circumsteterunt illum omnes viduae flentes, et ostendentes el tunicas et vestes, quas
faciebat illis Dorcas.—Acts ix. 39.
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Their prayers of themselves have no effect on the prince, but
since they are coupled with your name, and on account of the
service rendered him by you, the freedom which they do not de-
serve is granted to the malefactors. Amongst the other favors
promised the sacred humanity of Our Lord by His heavenly
Father, is the assurance that He would give Him all He might
ask for us. God can refuse us; but when our intercessor Jesus
Christ comes forward, and, as He has promised, speaks to His
Father for us—‘“who is at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us” '—there is then an almost infal-
lible certainty, nay, an obligation of justice on the part of Christ
that our prayers will be heard. < IHe exacts the right due to
His merits,” says St. Ambrose, speaking of this passage, ‘“and
obtains the concession of the reward which He had already asked
the Father for us.”® Therefore the Catholic Church usually
. concludes her prayers with the words ““through Christ, Our Lord.”

My dear brethren, if God had not given us such magnificent Therefore
promises that He would hear our prayers—¢‘Ask and you shall snouta pray
receive,” He says—could He give more emphatic expression to to God with
His desire that we should address Him with child-like confidence ggnﬁ:;ig.
and certainty in prayer than His wish that we should pray to
Him as to a father, and that, too, in the name of His well-beloved
Son? And yet we hesitate to trust to such a God! And weare
afraid to approach Him with a joyful countenance, lest He
should take it in bad part! Nay, we tremble when we think of
Him, and dare not allow ourselves to believe that He means well
towards us. We are filled with anguish when we remember the
eternity to which we are hastening, and have not courage enough
to claim a share in God and in the happiness He has promised
in the next life. In a word, we almost despair of ever getting
to heaven. O ye of little faith, I must say to such people, in
the words of Our Lord to St. Peter when the latter was on the
point of sinking into the water, why do you doubt? Let those
who do not serve their God give way to despair and want of
confidence; but you who try to serve God and do His will, hope
in the Lord. Have confidence in your heavenly Father; if there
is anything you require to help you on the road to heaven, ask
Him for it, and that, too, with child-like confidence, for it is the
will of God that we should put that confidence in Him. Nay,

1 Qui est ad dexteram Dei, qui etiam interpellat pro nobis.—Rom. viii. 34.

% Exigit jus suis meritis debitum, et preemium jam ante a Patre impetratum, quod nobis
applicari petit et concedi.
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prayer of this kind is the only one to which He can refuse noth-
ing, as we shall see in the

Second Part.

It seems to me that 1 have already proved this part of my
subject when I said that God, besides pledging His own word,
has also given us Ilis Son as a proof that He is willing to grant
us all we ask from Him. For according to the received saying,
every promise makes an obligation. What we promise we are
bound to fulfil. Hence He who is infinitely faithful, and cannot
deceive, must of necessity keep Ilis promise. And truly He
will do so; but mark well that He has not bound Himself to
hear the prayer that is, as it were, carelessly thrown down be-
fore Him. No; we cannot claim the fulfilment of His promise
unless owr prayers have, besides other qualities, that of assured
faith and child-like confidence. In the first chapter of the
Epistle of St. James you will find these words: < If any of vou
want wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men abun-
dantly, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” But
how is he to ask? ‘“Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering;
for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, which is moved
and carried about by the wind; therefore let not that man think
that he shall receive anything of the Lord.”' Hence we must
pray in faith and without hesitation, which words St. Thomas
Aquinas thus explains: ““In faith, that is, with the confidence
of being heard; nothing wavering, that is, not doubting of being
heard.”* Such, too, is the meaning Our Lord gives to the word
JSaith when He uses it speaking of prayer: ‘I say unto you, all
things, whatsoever you ask when ye pray, believe that you shall
receive, and they shall come unto you.”*® << If thou canst be-
lieve,” said He to the father who asked Him to free his son
from the dumb spirit, ‘“all things are possible to him that be-
lieveth.”* ¢ Go, and as thou hast believed, so be it done to
thee,” * said He to the centurion in the Gospel of St. Matthew.

! 8i quis autem vestrum indiget sapientia, postulet a Deo, quidat omnibus affluenter, et non
improperat, et dabitur el. Postulet autem in fide. nihil heesitans ; qui enim haesitat similis
est fluctui maris, qui a vento movetur et circumfertur. Non ergo sestimet homo ille quod
accipiat aliquid a Domino.—James i. 5, 6, 7.

? In fide, hoc est in fiducia obtinendi; nihil heaesitans, hoc est, de Impetratione non diff~
dens.

* Dico vobis, omnia quacunque orantes petitis, credite quia accipietis, et evenient vobis.
—Nark xi. 24.

+ 81 potes credere, omnia possibilia sunt credenti.—Ibid. {x. 22.

* Vade, et sicut credidisti flat tibl,—Matt. viil, 13,
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“ Do you believe that I can do this unto you?” He asked the
blind men. ¢“ Yea, Lord,” they answered. ¢‘Then He touched
their eyes, saying: According to your faith be it done unto
you.”' << All things whatsoever you shall ask in prayer believ-
ing, you shall receive,” * He assures us by St. Matthew. ¢ Amen
I say to you, that whosoever shall say to this mountain, Be thou
removed and be cast into the sea, and shall not stagger in his
heart, but believe that whatsoever he saith shall be done, it
shall be done unto him.”’

From that, my dear brethren, you can see that the measure
according to which God will hear our prayers is the confidence
and steadfast faith with which they are offered to Him. We
read of Anna, the wife of Elcana, that, after having prayed with
many tears for a male heir, ‘“the woman went on her way,
and ate, and her countenance was no more changed,”* as if she
were quite certain that her prayer would be heard. Speaking of
this passage, St. John Chrysostom says: See the faith of that
woman; before receiving what she asked for she was just as sat-
isfied as if it were already in her possession. In the same way
should you, too, O Christian, trust in God. Do you want some-
thing that is necessary or advantageous for your salvation? then
betake yourself to prayer, and believe firmly that you will be
heard; believeit as firmly as if an angel came and told it you.
But youn will think, is it not presumptuous to act in that way, as
if God were bound to hear us? It would indeed be presumptuous
if you trusted in your own merits, but not when your confidence
is grounded on the goodness and fidelity of God. It might be
called a holy presumption, by which one abandons himself com-
pletely and with full confidence to the divine goodness; a pre-
sumption that is most pleasing to God, and which always charac-
terized the intercourse of the saints with Him.

St. Gregory of Nazianzen writes of his sister Gorgonia that
she generally poured forth her prayers with a holy presumption.
On one occasion she fell grievously ill, and going into the church,
she threw herself on her knees before the altar and threatened
Our Lord that she would not go away until e restored her to

1 Creditis quia hoc possum facere vobis? Utique Domine. Tune tetigit oculoseorum, di
dens: secundum fidem vestram flat vobis.—Matt. ix, 28, 29.

2 Omnia quacunque petieritis in oratione credentes acclpietis.—Ibid. xxi. 22.

3 Amen dico vobis, quia quicunque dixerit hulc monti: tollere et mittere in mare; et non
heesitaverit in corde suo, sed crediderit, quia quodeunque dixerit flat, flet el.—Mark xi. 23,

4 Abiit mulier in viam suam, et comedit, vultusque iilius non sunt amplius in diversa
nutati.—I. Kings i. 18,
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health.' Palladius relates that a young man possessed by the
devil was brought to Paul the Hermit. The humble man did
not dare to exorcise the Evil One in his own name, but said to
him: “Go out; the Abbot Anthony commands you.”* But
the demon paid no attention and went on cursing Paul and An-
thony; I will not go out, said he; you may do your worst!
Then Paul betook himself to prayer. What is the meaning of
this, O Lord, said he with a sort of displeasure, as it were; wilt
Thou not, then, command the devil to obey me? I have had to
do with him now for nearly half a day; and now I tell Thee
that << I will not eat nor drink until I die of hunger, unless Thou
grantest my prayer and commandest the demon to depart from
this man.”® And at that moment the devil went away and
never came back. Surius relates in the Life of St. Catharine of
Siena, under the date of the 29th of April, that when the Saint’s
mother died suddenly without the sacraments, she cried out
with the utmost fervor and confidence in God: How, O Lord, is
that the way in which Thou keepest Thy promises? Hast Thou
not assured me that no one in my family shall die an unhappy
death, and now Thou hast allowed my mother to depart without
the sacraments? ear me, O Lord; I will not leave this place
until Thou restorest my mother to life again. O wonderful
power that the confident prayer of the just has over the almighty
God! Her mother was restored to life and lived for many years
after. Still more wonderful was the effect of the prayer of St.
Anianus. The king of Babylon had told the Christians that, if
their faith was true, they should be able to move mountains, and
therefore, if within a given time they did not make the mountain
he pointed out to them change its position, they should either
renounce their faith or else be put to death as liars. There was
no use in saying to the king that it is nnlawful to tempt God,
and that we should not ask Him to perform miracles without
urgent necessity; that Christ, our Saviour, taught us to pray hum-
bly, but not rashly, and that prayer is designed to help human
weakness, but not to gratify curiosity. The barbarian king
would not have seen the force of such an argument. The
Christians were in a state of the greatest consternation, and ear-
nestly begged of God to help them, since they did not dare to

' Minitans non prius altare dimissuram, quam esset nacta sanitatem.
* I credera, dixit abbas Antonius.

J‘ Ao edam neque bibam, donec moriar, nisi me nunc audiens hune deemonem ab homine
ejecurls.
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ask Him to work a miracle. Anianus, then bishop of Alexan-
dria, in Egypt, full of confidence in the divine goodness, went to
the king and said to him: If your majesty wishes to be persuaded
that the promises of the God whom we adore are not deceitful,
look at that high mountain that you wish to be moved, and you
will see it not only move, but actually run. And then raising
his voice, he cried out: Mountain, in the name of that God
who has promised His faithful that even the mountains will obey
them, I command you to come towards this town, and to obey
me atonce. Hardly had he ended his speech, when, to the great
astonishment of both king and people, the huge mountain left
its place and moved along as rapidly as a ship before a favoring
gale.’ It overturned trees and houses, and hurried on over tor-
rents with such rapidity that the king was afraid it would de-
stroy the whole city, and he begged the bishop to stay its course.
The holy man then commanded the mountain again, and it im-
mediately obeyed this new order, and stood still;* and being
fixed, there it remains unto the present day.

Mark, my dear brethren, how exactly God keeps His promise
of not refusing anything to a prayer that is made with faith and
confidence. But what am I saying of a prayer that is actually
made? For God hears His servants who have confidence in Him
even before they say a word of prayer, according to His promise
by the Prophet Isaias: ‘¢ And it shall come to pass, that before
they call, I will hear;”*® as soon as they have the mind to ask,
their petition shall be granted. That this is the case is con-
firmed by many examples in the lives of the saints, and by what
the pious Tauler writes of a great servant of God, who by her
prayers obtained all she wished from God. Many were in the
habit of recommending their wants and necessities to her prayers,
and she readily undertook to help them. It often happened that
she forgot to say the prayers she had promised; but nevertheless
those who had had recourse to her were fully satisfied and re-
turned thanks to her for having helped them. She would then
say to them: My good people, you are mistaken; you have no rea-
son to be grateful to me, for, to tell you the truth, I had complete-
ly forgotten you. She asked Our Lord how it happened that
the petitions of those people were granted before she said a word

1 Mons continuo moverl ccepit, de loco suo recedens, tantaque celeritate versus Babylon
veniens, quanta navis per sequora vento pellitur.—Pet. de Natal. in Cat. Sanct., 1. ix., ¢. 19.

2 sicque fbidem fixus, usque hodie manet.—Ibid.
3 Eritque antequam clament, ego exaudiam.—Is. 1xv, 24,
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of prayer for them, and she received the following answer: ‘1
decreed to do as you wished, because you had the intention of
praying for it.”* The holy Abbot Apollonius once encouraged
his monks to ask a special favor from God on Holy Saturday,
after they had partaken of dry bread and vegetables. Come,
my brethren, said he; let each one of you beg of God to give
him on to-morrow, that joyful day, whatever food is the best
for him. They made a difficulty of praying for such a favor
as that, for they did not think it necessary. Apollonius, then,
full of confidence in God, said: ¢ Well, then I will pray for you
all.” <“Let it be so0,” * they replied. Hardly were the words
spoken, when there appeared amongst them a number of youths
whose exceeding beauty declared them to be angels, and who
brought all sorts of grapes and different kinds of fruit and food
unknown in that country, in such abundance and of such sur-
prisingly lasting quality that the monks had a sufficient supply,
not only for Easter Sunday, as Apollonius had desired, but also
for the whole time that elapsed between Easter and Pentecost.
Consider now, my dear brethren, if the confident prayer of a
just man is so powerful with God, even in things that concern
mere temporal welfare, such as health, freedom from want, and
even the pleasures of the body, how much more powerful will it
not be in things that are necessary or advantageous for the soul’s
salvation, of which Our Saviour says: ‘¢ Seek ye therefore first the
kingdom of God and His justice, and all these things shall be
added unto you.”*

From this I conclude that it is a beautiful mark of predestina-
tion to place one’s confidence in God, and to hold familiar inter-
course with Him in constant prayer. On the other hand it is a
mark of reprobation to have no confidence in God, and to go so
far as to give up prayer. Aslong as the sheep bleats it can be
found by the shepherd; but if the wolf has caught it by the
throat and prevented it from crying out, there is no help for it,
and it will be devoured. One of the thieves who were crucified
with Our Lord was saved; the other was lost. Why? The one
raised his voice in confident prayer to the Saviour: ¢ And he said
to Jesus: Lord, remember me when Thou shalt come into Thy

! FEgo sic fleri prout optaveras decrevi, quia tu ita petere cogitasti.—Tauler, serm. i. de
circumefs.

2 Ita flat.

? Queerite ergo primum regnum Del et justitiam ejus, et heec omnia adjicientur vobis.
—~Matt. vi. 33.



On Confidence in Prayer. 19

kingdom.”' This was enough to ensure his entry into paradise
that very day. ““And Jesus said to him: Amen I say to thee,
this day thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” * The other gave
way to despair, and refused to pray, so that the hellish wolf
dragged him away even from the very side of OQur Lord. The
soul without prayer, says St. John Chrysostom, is like a town
without walls, into which the enemy can easily find his way; it
is a garden that is not watered, so that everything in it dries
up. I know not, says the learned Kusebius, whether I should
not look on it as an act of desperation for a Christian to give up
prayer; for he who refuses to eat is desperate; he who cannot
eat is sick; he who has nothing to eat is poor; but he who re-
fuses to eat when he might is desperate, or else beside himself.
Prayer is the food and nourishment of the soul; therefore he
who does not pray is poor in grace, which, generally speaking, is
not given without prayer; he is sick in his soul, which is not
strengthened by prayer; nay, he is in a desperate state, because
he refuses to use the means necessary for hisrecovery. ¢ Blessed
be God, who hath not turned away my prayer, nor His mercy
from me.” * But how dost thou know, David, that God has
not turned away His mercy from thee? Because, answers St.
Augustine in the person of David, God has still left me the
spirit of prayer; and as long as I pray willingly and with confi-
dence in God, I can be sure of His mercy. From this I conclude
also that no one, and much less one who is of good will and is
resolved to serve God truly, has reason to doubt concerning his
soul’s salvation and future happiness in heaven; for in confident
prayer he has a means of obtaining everything from God.

Ask, then, dear Christians, and you shall receive. In all your
necessities, temptations, and dangers of soul imagine that you
hear the words that were spoken by a heavenly voice<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>