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ON THE IMITATION OF CHRIST.

FIRST SERMON.
HOW CHRIST IS SET FOR THE FALL OF MANY CHRISTIANS.

Subject.

Jesus Christ is sct for the fall and eternal ruin even of many
Christians; for even in Christendom but few good Christians are
to be found.— Preached on the Sunday in the Octave of the Nativ-
ity

Text.

Ecce positus est hic in ruinam et in resurrectionem multorum
in Israel.—Luke ii. 34.
¢ Behold this Child is set for tho fall and for the resurrection
of many in Israel.”
Introduction.

0 my God, what a terrible thing to say! < Behoid this Child
is set for the fall of many in Israel,” that is, for their eternal
ruin. And of whom is that prophecy made? Of that Child
who, born a few days before in a stable at Bethlehem, was even
then being carried in the arms of Mary His virgin mother. He
it is who was to be set for the fall of many in Israel. But is He
not the same Child of whom the angel said to Joseph: ¢ Thou
shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their
gins” 2! Is He not the same Child of whom the angels sang to
the shepherds in the fields: <Behold I bring you good tidings
of great joy, that shall be to all the people: for this day is born
to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Tord ”?* Is He not the same
Son of God who came down on earth from heaven and took on
Himself human nature, in order to save all men from eternal

! Yocabis nomen ejus Jesum: ipse enim salvum faciet populura suum a peccatls eorum.—
Matt. i. 21.

2 Ecce evangelizo vobis gaudium magnum, quod erit omni populo: quia patus est vobi:

hodie Salyator, qui est Christus Dominus.—Luke ii. 10.
7
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reprobation and damnation, and to restore to them the right to
heaven? Yes, He is the same. But how can that be? For it
is He who is set for the fall, the ruin of many, and what is most
terrible, of many in Israel, that is, of many of the chosen, favor-
ite people of God. Truly such is the case; for many of that peo-
ple refused to live according to His teaching, and thus found an
occasion of eternal ruin even in Jesus Christ, who was born for
their resurrection and eternal life, Christians, is this prophecy
to hold good for us too? Let us hope not. No, no; Jesus Christ
is not set for the ruin of any true Christian, but is rather the
resurrection and the life of all true Christians. But, alas! when
I consider the Jewish people as a figure of Christendom, and on
the other hand the life led by many Christians, I am afraid that
few true Christians are to be found, and that therefore I have a
sad prophecy to announce, and say:

Plan of Discourse.

“¢ Behold this Child is set for the fall of many,” for the eternal
ruin even of many Christians: because very few true Christians
are to be found. Such is the whole subject of this sermon, the
sole end end aim of which s, that we may all endeavor fo become
true Christians, so that none of us may be in the number of those
of whom Christ is set for the fall and ruin.

Give us Thy powerful grace hereto, Christ Jesus, Saviour of
the world; we beg it of Thee by the Mother who for the salva-
tion of us all brought Thee forth in a stable, and alse through
the intercession of the holy angels, who at Thy birth announced
peace and joy to the whole world.

What is a Christian? Wherein consist his profession and his
obligation? Do all who are Christians know this? You will be
amazed, my dear brethren, at a question that even children learn-
ing their catechism are well able to answer. And why not?
Must I ask a veteran warrior whether he understands his profes-
sion, and knows what it is to wage war; a merchant whether he
understands business; a lawyer if he knows how to examine and
defend a case; a doctor if he is able to administer medicines; a
tradesman if he understands the principles of his handicraft?
Would they not with reason be indignant with me, and say: what
a foolish question! What do you take usfor? Do you imagine
we are ignorant of our profession or trade? So, too, may you
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think, my dear brethren. 'What a foolish thing, you will say, to
ask old, experienced, and intelligent people, who have grown up
in the Catholic faith, if they know what a Christian is, and to
what his profession binds him. Truly the question is an absurd
one, and alas! that one may make bold to ask it. Meanwhile,
althougl I believe that all those people mentioned could at once
give me an account of their professions and occupations, and tell
me what is required to make a brave warrior, a good merchant,
a learned lawyer, a skilful doctor, an experienced tradesman;
yet I fear that if I were to ask them the same question with re-
gard to the profession of Christianity, many of them would not
know what answer to make.

Let us see then what that answer should be. Is it not the case ;1;’;3 mfe"
that the true Christian is one who, being baptized, believes all cnristian 1
that the holy Roman Catholic Church believes and professes; that toleada
he signs himself with the sign of the holy cross, hears Mass on gﬁ.lgxzsg
Sundays and holydays, abstains from flesh-meat at certain times, lite.
confesses his sins at least once a year, and receives holy Commun-
ion, etc.? Yes, all are in accord so far, and most people think
that by observing those things they fulfil the obligations of a
good Christian; and, what is most deplorable of all, since they
think that they thus know enough of what is required of a good
Christian, they take little or no trouble to examine further into
the matter, to ask information of others, or to instruct themselves
better. But, as St. Gregory Nazianzen says, the form and pro-
fession of the true Christian does not consist merely in baptism,
in faith, in outward show, in making the sign of the cross, in
going to church, in praying, fasting, confessing our sins and go-
ing to holy Communion; but the chief part of wisdom is a holy
life.* If then you wish to know whether a man understands in
what the profession of the Christian really consists, see whether
or not he leads a good, holy, and Christian life.

Let us examine the gospel of Christ, and we shall see this clear- Shown from
er. Many theologians are of the opinion that even if Adam had .
not sinned, and that we, his descendants, were not in the neces-
sity of being redeemed from eternal death, nevertheless the Di-
vine Word would have become Man, partly in order not toexclude
human nature from the participation of the highest grace, and
partly not to deprive His divinity of the greatest exterior honor
and glory. Be that as it may, there is no doubt that satisfying

3 Prima sapientia est vita laudabilis,
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for the sin of Adam was not the chief purpose of the Incarnation;
for as St. Paul says, God came into the world, and showed Him-
self to us in visible form, ¢ that He might present it to Himself
a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing,
but thatit should be holy and without blemish.” ' And again
elsewhere: ¢ That He might cleanse to Himself a people accept-
able, a pursuer of good works.”* Now I ask with Salvianus:
““Where is that clean, that acceptable people? where that people
of good works? that people of sanctity?” They are certainly not
unbelieving atheists, idolaters, heathens, Turks, Jews, or heretics.
So that they can only be Catholic Christians. We, my dear breth-
ren, and mark this well, must be that people according to our
vocation and profession. What must we be? A people cleansed
from sin, virtuous, pleasing to God, holy and immaculate. What
must we be again? Hear what the Apostle says: < Fellow-citi-
zens with the saints, and the domestics of God.”* We must have
the high honor, and live according to it, ‘“that we should be
called, and should be the sons of God,” * who are bound by law
to love God above all things for His own sake; to love our neigh-
bor as oursgelves in God; to love even our enemies for God’s sake;
to keep in constant peace with God, with our neighbor, with our-
selves; peace with God by avoiding sin and doing His holy will
in all things; peace with ourselves by constant mortification of
our evil inclinations and desires; peace with our neighbor by
purifying our hearts from all hatred, envy, and other hostile
feelings.

Further, whatisa Christian,? Ask St. Gregory of Nyssa, and he
will tell you that he is one who has taken on himself the obliga-
tion of imitating, as far as possible, the holiness of God.® Whatis
a Christian ? Ask St. John Chrysostom ; he will tell us that we
are called the faithful, because we believe in God, < and have ac-
cepted from Him the obligation of living in justice, holiness,
and purity of soul.”® What is a Christian ? Ask St. Augus-
tine, and he will tell you that ““he isa true Christian who is mer-
ciful to all, is not aroused to anger by any injury, who shares

1 Ut exhiberet ipse sibi gloricsam Ecclesiam, non habentem maculam, aut rugam, aut ali-
quid hujusmodi, sed ut sit sancta et immaculata.—Ephes. v. 27.

3 Ut mundaret sibi populum acceptabilem, sectatorem bonorum operum.—Tit. ii. 14,

8 Cives sanctorum et domestici Dei.—Ephes. ii. 19.

4 Ut filii Dei nominemur et simus.—I. John iii, 1.

$ Christianismus est imitatio divinge nature.

¢ Fidelis propterea vocaris, quoniam credis Deo, et ab eo creditam justitiam babes, sane-
titatem, munditiam auimee.
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his bread with the poor and needy, who willingly sees himself
despised and contemned by the world that he may have honor
and esteem before God and the angels, whose heart is detached
from worldly goods that he may all the more freely direct his
desires ¢o heavenly things.” Whatis a Christian ? Ask St. Am-
brose, and he will tell you that he is a sworn servant of God, who
in holy baptism has publicly aud forever renounced the devil
and his works, the world and its vain usages, the flesh and its
lusts. ““ Remember the question you were asked,” says the saint,
“and the answer you gave,” when in baptism you were admitted
into the number of the followers of Christ. ‘I renounce,” you
said, and the angels were witnesses to your promise. 'Therefore
by your own solemn engagement you should have nothing more
to do with the devil,nothing with the world, nothing with
the flesh. What is a Christian ?  Ask St. Maximus, and he will
tell you that ‘“the whole life of a Christian man who lives accord-
ing to the Gospel is a cross and a martyrdom.”' There, my
dear brethren, you have a true picture of a real Christian, as he is
described by the infallible word of God and by His holy doctors.

Now let us go into the world in thought for a while, and con-
sider the lives of those who claim to be true Christians. How
many of them shall we find living according to the prescribed
form ? Let each one enter into his own conscience, and see
whether he is in the number of true Christians. What do you
think ? Would you consider him a good lawyer, doctor, archi-
tect, or artist, who, in all he does, makes mistakes contrary to
the first principles of his profession ?  Would you entrust to such
aman a lawsnit, the care of your health, the building of your
house, or the execution of a work of art ? Certainly not. And
how then can we consider as good and true Christians those—al-
though there is a great number of them—in whose lives and ac-
tions we find hardly anything but grievous faults against the pro-
fession and the rules of true Christianity > Who imagine them-
selves to be among the immaculate, holy people, followers of
good works; merciful, patient, meek, humble, longing for noth-
ing but the heaven that Jesus Christ gained for them by His
blood ; and yet show no sign of holiness in their lives? Who
squander away the greater part of their lives in eating, drinking,
sleeping, dressing, gambling, talking, amusing themselves, do-
mg nothing, or doing wrong, while the little good they do is gen-

! Tota vita Christiani hominls, si secundum evangelium vivat, est crux atque martyrium.

Most Chris
tians have
no mark of
holiness.
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erally wanting in a supernatural intention, without any relation to
God, without merit, slothfully, cavelessly, indolently ?  Who in
their imaginations are full of pride, vain of their outward ap-
pearance and dress, and ashamed of the humble Saviour and His
lowly gospel 7 Who through avarice will not, or through prod-
igality and luxury cannot, help the needy as they should? Who
cannot bear in silence the least word of contradiction, much less an
actual insult 7 Who cannot bear theirown husbands, wives, friends,
neighbors, to say nothing of loving their enemies ? Whose great-
est care and labor is devoted to earthly things,and who fear noth-
ing so much as to be taken away from them by death,and there-
fore have no relish for heaven and eternal joys ?

Are they true children of God, “fellow-citizens with the saints,
domestics of God ” who—and again, there is a great number of them
—remain for whole weeks, months, years, without repentance
or amendment, in the miserable state of sin, slaves and bondsmen
of the devil, although they renounced him in baptism ? Who
by their abominable habit of swearing and cursing, always have
the devil on their lips, and by their bad example often lead their
innocent children into the same detestable habit ; who by im-
pure discourses and songs, by unlawful caresses and gestures, by
wantonness of manner and indecency in dress, place a stumbling-
block in the way of the children of God, nay, sometimes act as
agents of the devil, when by their teaching or exhortation and
encouragement they lead others into wantonness ? Are they true
Christians, that is, dead to the world, which they also renounced
in baptism, who hardly acknowledge any other guide than the
usages of the vain world, who would be ashamed if they did not
live as others do, according to the usual way of the world; who
look on everything as good and lawful if they can only appeal in
its defence to the custom of the world ? It is the fashion, they
say; others do it. Who laugh at and ridicule and despise as
stupid and simple-minded those who follow their humble Saviour,
and refuse to live according to the fashion of the world; are they
true Christians (whose lives should be regulated according to the
law of the gospel, and be a constant cross and martyrdom in the
mortification of the flesh and its desires, to which again they
bound themselves solemnly by oath in baptism)whose only thonght
is their bodily comfort; who gratify ears, eyes,and the other senses,
withall freedom; who givealoose rein to their passions inall things
when they have the opportunity; who gratify their carnal lusts
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and encourage the rebellion of the flesh by intemperance and hab-
itual drunkenness ; who will not listen toa word about mortifica-
tion, self-denial, or restraining their passions ; who, even in the
small trials that are sometimes sent them by the loving hand of
God, cannot beresigned ?  Allthese St. Paul complains of bitterly
in his epistle to the Philippians : ¢ For many walk, of whom I
have told you often (and now tell you weeping) that they are en-
emies of the cross of Christ : whose God is their belly, .. .but
whose end is destruction.”!

Are they true Christians who indeed acknowledge one,God They side

with the faithful, one God whom they should love above ail things m’iﬁ,”gf"
with their whole hearts, but who, like heathens, bow down be- ters.
fore idols to which the true God must give way, as far as love is
concerned ? What idols ? Those creatures with whom they are
entangled in the bonds of unlawful love, and whom they imagine
once for all that they cannot leave ; those dangerous companies
and conversations in which, under the pretext of amusement, so
much sin is committed in the shape of impure desires, looks,
touches, and which they will not renounce; that proximate occa-
sion of sin, which they refuse to avoid ; the favor of that great
man, out of respect for whom they will not say or do what the
law of God obliges them to, as well as the duties of their state;
that unlawful worldly custom that, out of human respect, they
refuse to abolish ; that stolen property that they will not restore.
These, I say, are the gods they adore in their hearts, while they
half bend the knee outwardly before the true God. Meanwhile,
as they all do this much, and visit Christian churches, and re-
ceive now and then, God knows how, the Christian sacraments,
they pretend to be good Christians,and are looked upon as such.
But, as St. Augustine says, ‘““How can he be called a Christian
in whom there is no sign of the acts of a Christian ?”*

When the holy priest Concordius was brought before Torqua- Though
tus, the heathen judge, out of the prison in which he was con- ﬂ;‘fﬁ
fined, because he refused to adore idols, the judge asked him what Christian is
he was, and what he called himself. Iam a Christian, answered :g::m 0
Concordius, bravely, and for that very reason I never can nor snownby
will adore your gods. But I wish to know how you are called, 22 xample-
repeated the judge; what is your name? I am a Christian,

1 Multi ambulant, quos seepe dicebam vobis (nunc autem et flens dico) inimicos crucis
Christf : quorum Deus venter est,...quorum finis interitus.—Philipp. iii. 18, 19.
7 Quomodo Christianus dicitur, in quo actus Christiani non apparent ?
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was the answer. Do you not hear what I say ? T am asking your
name, said the judge in anger, not what you are. Concordius
calmly repeated his former answer, I have already told you that
I am a Christian ; from this one fact you should see that I can
neither acknowledge nor worship your gods. Ie was then con-
demned to suffer hunger and thirst for three days, to be cruelly
gcourged with whips and rods, and to be tortured frightfully on the
rack. But Concordius kept steadfastly to hisanswer. There is
no use in this, he said ; away with your false gods. I acknowl-
edge- and adore but the one true God of heaven and earth, and
cannot accept any other, for I am a Christian. We all boast of
this glorious name ; but where are the deeds that should prove,
without further demonstration being necessary, that we do not
bear this name in vain ?
Andthelaw  Jf we are not ready to endure all the torments of the world
xncﬂs;a,_ rather than worship a single one of the idols of which we have
wonizewith spoken already, or adore it along with the true God, then
:g: lv':gﬁ to no purpose do we say that we are Christians. Virtueand vice,
Explained the spirit of Christ and the spirit of the world, God and an idol,
by a simile. oannot exist together in the heart. When the Philistines had
conquered the Israelites in battle, and besides other booty had
made a prize of theark of the covenant, the Scripture says, < The
Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it into the tem-
ple of Dagon, and set it by Dagon.” But what happened?
When the priests went next morning into the temple, they
found their idol lying on the ground before the ark: <“ Behold
Dagon lay upon his face on the ground, before the ark of the
Lord.” They then with all possible reverence replaced it; but
things were no better on the following day, for Dagon was again
found prostrate on the ground, and mutilated as well: < And the
next day again, when they rose in the morning, they found Da-
gon lying upon his face on the earth before the ark of the Lord:
and the head of Dagon and both the palms of hishands were cut
off upon the threshold.”' What was the cause of this fall and
disgraceful mutilation? Perhaps the heathen priests dishonored
the ark? No; for in their blindness they had no more honorable
place in which to put it than the altar of their supposed deity.
1 Tuleruntque Philisthiim arcam Dei, et intulerunt eam in templum Dagon, et statuerunt
eam juxta Dagon. Ecce Dagon jacebat pronus in terra ante arcam Domini. Rursumque
mane die altera consurgentes, invenerunt Dagon Jacentem super faciem suam in terracoram

arcam Domini : caput autem Dagon, et duz palmse manuum ejus abscissze erant superlimen.
~1. Kings v. 2-4,
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Why then was the idol treated so severely? Do you wish to know
why? Inthearkof God waskeptthe law written on tables of stone:
¢¢T am the Lord thy God; thou shalt not have strange godsbefore
Me.” Therefore Dagon was thrown from the altar, and broken
in pieces. For where the law of the true God is observed, there
can be no room for idols. I am a Christian, says every one of
those people mentioned above; I adore and honor Jesus Christ as
my true God. Now if that is the case, if the spirit of Jesus
Christ and the spirit of Iis holy law and gospel are hidden in
your heart, then all idols must at once fall to the ground and be
broken. But if a single one of them remains standing on the
altar, if an impure love for a creature remains in your heart, if
ill-gotten goods are still in your possession, if you still frequent
the unlawful company and the proximate occasion of sin, if yon
are still influenced by human respect and by the vanity of the
world, and continue to give scandal, then true Christianity, the
spirit of Jesus Christ, and the law of His holy gospel can find no
room in your soul; so that to no purpose do you boast of the hon-
orable name of Christian.

Ah, my dear brethren, if we were to go through all Christendom
in that way, and examine the lives of all Christians, I fear we
should often have reason to sigh and exclaim with Bishop Salvi-
anus: “ It is a sad and painful thing that Iam about to say: with
the exception of a very few who avoid evil, what else is nearly
the whole of Christendom, but a sink of vice?” How truly then
the aged Simeon said of Our Lord in the temple: ¢‘ Behold this
Child is set for the fall of manyin Israel” ! Heis set for the fall
and eternal damnation of many of the choséen people of God, of
many in Christendom, because they will not live according to
the teaching of Christ.

Wo to us! How shall we be able to excuse our sinful lives on
he last day of general judgment, when many shall come forward
out of the darkness of heathendom, and accuse and condemn us
kefore the judgment-seat of God, because they lived better in
their darkness than we in the clear light of day? Yes, O my
God, many might think: what answer shall 1 make Thee? None
sther than this: I have known Thy holy law well, but I have not
lived according to it. I should and could have lived as a true
Christian; but as a true Christian I did not wish to live. I have
vad the wame of Christian without the reality. In every other
bruiness and occupation I undertook I tried to do my best; I en-

Hence there
are few true
Christians.

Bad Chris-
tians will
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of Christ.
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deavored to be a good provider for my household, a good man
of business, a good lawyer, a good tradesman; while the one only
necessary affair, that should have occupied my attention above all
others, for the sake of which alone 1 have been sent into this
world, namely, that of being a good and true Christian, that I
have neglected. I have worked for my family to provide for it;
for sufficient food and drink; for money; for decent clothing; but
my least care was about regulating my life according to the holy
gospel, and to see whether it was a good or a bad one.

That T may not have to make this sad confession when it will
be too late, and when I shall be forced to make it, I will now make
a change in my mode of life, and seek to satisfy, not the cus-
toms of the vain world, nor the law of the sinful flesh, nor the
suggestions of the devil and his partisans, but the maxims of the
gospel of Christ. To that end I shall profit by the example of
the holy Abbess Margaret, who was wont three times a year to
separate herself from all human conversation and from her or-
dinary business, in order to consider and to renew the obligations
she undertook in baptism; and this she used to do on Holy Sat-
urday, on which the baptismal water is blessed; on Pentecost
Sunday, on which the IIoly Ghost came into the world, whose
sanctifying grace she received for the first time in baptism; and
finally, on the feast of St. Margaret, whose name she had received
in baptism. These three days she would spend in the medita-
tion of the oath and promise by which in baptism she renounced
the devil, the world, and the flesh forever when she became a
Christian; and also in considering her past life, so as to see if
she had always lived in conformity with her promise and pro-
fession; and if she found any fault or sin she would repent of it
sincerely and take measures to avoid it in future. Sotoo shall I
do; and if I cannot devote a whole day to meditation, I will at
least frequently and seriously ask myself with St. Bernard: Why
art thou here? Why hast thou come into this world? What art
thou? 'Thou art a Christian, that is, a member of the Church of
Christ, a follower of the doctrine and the life of Christ; that is
the meaning of the name thou bearest. Art thou such in reality?
Does thy life correspond with this name? To what art thou
bound in baptism? What didst thou then solemnly and on oath
promise to God? How hast thon kept thy promise? And if I
find anything in my life or morals that is inconsistent with my
promise and profession and state as a Christian, I shall at once
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say: Away with it; away from my body, from my habits, from
my heart, from my senses and desires. And if any one asks me
what has become of my former habits of life, conversation,
amusement, dress, recreation, etc., I shall answer as did St. Se-
rapion, who was so charitable towards the poor that often when
he had nothing else to give them he would take the clothes
from his own body in order to cover therewith the poor of
Christ. When he was asked what left him so bare, he would
hold upthe book of the Gospelsand say: Thereis the thief that has
robbed me. O happy me if I shall be able to say with truth:
See, there is the law of the holy and humble gospel of Christ, of
which I have made profession; this it is that has made such a
change in me, that has robbed me of my former luxurious mode
of life, and of everything that, as I now know, does not harmon-
ize with my faith and the Christian doctrine. Let others think,
speak, and act as they will; I will say to myself: I am a Christian.
As a true Christian in name and in reality I will live and die.
Such, O Lord!is my resolution, and I shall faithfully keep it
with the help of Thy grace, that I may be one of those for whom
Thou art set, not for the fall and eternal damnation (O dearest
Lord, keep my will from that!), but for the resurrection to eter-
nal life. Amen.

SECOND SERMON.
ON THE CHRISTIAN’S CONFORMITY WITH THE LIFE OF CHRIST.
Subject.

1. The life of a true Christian must be regulated according
to the life of Jesus Christ. 2. Examen to see whether our lives
are such.—Preached on the first Sunday after Epiphany.

Text.

Jesus proficiebat sapientia, et wtate, et gratia apud Deum et
homines.—Luke ii. 52.
‘““Jesus advanced in wisdom and age, and grace with God and

men.”
Introduction.

Did then Jesus, infinite Wisdom, become somewhat wiser than
before? And Jesus, infinite Holiness, the Author of all grace,
was He once less holy, less in favor with God than afterwards ?
No, that cannot be. Christ, according to all theologians, was
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as wise and holy and prudent and full of grace at the first
moment, when He was conceived in the womb of His Mother,
as He afterwards was when He came to man’s estate, and when
He was dying on the cross. How then can it be that He ad-
vanced in wisdom and grace daily ? Those words, say the com-
mentators of Holy Writ, are not to be understood to mean that
Christ, as He advanced in years, gained virtues that He had not
before; but that He let His infinite virtues shine more and more
before the eyes of men. For He wished in all things to seem
before men as an ordinary child who does not come to the use of
reason before a certain time. And that in order to give us an
example that we may follow all the more easily, seeing in Him
how we must act in order, like Him, to increase daily in virtue.
And this is the second requisite of the true Christian, as I shall
now explain in detail :

Plan of Discourse.

The life of a true Christian must be regulated according to the
life of Jesus Christ; as I shall show in the first part. How is it
with me?  Is my life requlated according to the example of Je-
sus Christ 2 This is the question that euch one must ask himself;
as we shall see in the second part.

Jesus Christ, Model of those who are chosen for the kingdom
of heaven, enlighten our minds and urge on our wills, that if
we have not done it hitherto, we may, in future, shape our lives
and actions according to Thine. This we beg of Thee through
the intercession of Thy holy Mother, who was most like to Thee,
and of the holy angels.

When the good God created man, He impressed on him the
form and image of His own divine being : ‘¢ Let ns make man
to our image and likeness.” ' Why? To what end and object ?
¢ That,” answers St. Leo, ¢“ he might be the imitator of his Au-
thor.”* That man, as a living picture of God, might by imitation
become like to his Creator. Hence, as God is especially occupied
with the knowledge and love of His Godhead, so also man’s
imitation of God and likeness to the divine nature consists in
this, that he truly knows and loves God in the manner in which
God wishes him to know and love. Butas, on the one hand,
it is impossible for a creature to have the infinite perfection of the

1 Faciamus hominem ad imaginem et similitudinem nostram.—Gen. i. 26,
* Ut imitator esset sui Auctoris.
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livine knowledge and love, and, on the other, sin has darkened
man’s mind and weakened his will, thus making him less capa-
ble of the right knowledge and love of God, the divine wisdom
has found a means of supplying our wants in this respect, by be-
coming man like to us, so that God showed Himself to us in <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>