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THIRTY-EIGHTH SERMON.
ON THE HOLY ANGELS.
Subject.

1. The holy angels are most perfectly united with the will of
God. 2. We, too, should endeavor to be in full conformity with
the divine will.—Preached on the feast of the guardian angels
and of St. Michael.

Text.

Angeli eorum in celis semper vident faciem Patris mei qui in
ceelis est.—Matt. xviii. 10.

‘“ Their angels in heaven always see the face of My Father
who is in heaven.”

Introduction.

“Their angels in heaven always see the face of My Father
who is in heaven.” These words signify something more than
the glory of the holy angels, by which they behold God for eter-
nity. When we say of a servant that he always keeps his eyes
fixed on his master, we mean that he is always ready and willing
to do and omit whatever he knows to be pleasing to his master.
And this is what we must understand of the holy angels when we
say that they always see the face of the Father in heaven. Yes,
my dear brethren, there we have aperfect model of the conform-
ity and likeness of our will to the will of God; as I now mean to
show in thissermon, which shall be partly a panegyric and part-
ly a moral discourse.

Plan of Discourse.

The holy angels are always most perfectly united with the will
of Qod. This I shall show in the first part. Let us, too, endeavor
to be in conformity with the divine will on earth, just as the an-
gels are in heaven. Such shall be the exhortation in the second
part. The first part to the praise and honor of the holy angels;
the second by way of a lesson to us, that we may imitate their ex-

le.
ample :
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Help us hereto, O holy angels, and thou, Mary, Queen of an-
gels!

As I'have often told you already, the likeness of our will to the
divine will consists partly in doing or avoiding what God wills,
when God wills, how God wills, and because God wills us to do
or avoid it, and partly in being quite satisfied and content with
whatever arrangement God has made with regard to us and to
all creatures, in great things or small, in high things or lowly,
in agreeable or disagreeable things. My dear brethren, we find
a perfect example of this twofold conformity in the holy angels
in heaven. With regard to the first, the Prophet David, wishing
to give the angels a name descriptive of their office, calls them
servants and attendants of God, who have nothing else to do
but to fulfil His holy will. For he sings to them: ¢ Bless the
Lord, all ye His angels; you that are mighty in strengtlh, and exe-
cute His word, hearkening to the voice of His orders. Bless the
Lord, all ye His hosts; you ministers of Iis that do His will.”!

And how quickly, readily, joyfully, and perfectly they do that
holy will! St. John in the Apocalypse says of the cherubim, whe
appeared to him under the guise of mysterious living things,
that they were ““full of eyes before and behind;” and they had
“each of them six wings; and round about and within they are
full of eyes;”” * namely, that they might always see and attend to
every sign of their Creator in order to be ready to obey it at once.
They were equipped with wings, and indeed angels are always
painted thus, to show the readiness and speed with which they
carry out the divine command. St. Thomas of Aquin speaks of
two kinds of angels: the one he calls assistentes, or attendants,
the other ministirantes, or servants; after the manner of a royal
court, in which there are some ministers who never leave the
royal presence, and others who have to go here and there to ful-
fil the king’s behests. The former stand before the great God,
waiting for His commands with all possible  reverence and awe;
the others fly tc execute the orders given them by God.

Thus, as we read in Holy Writ, an angel goes to stand senti-
nel at the entrance of paradise to gnard it, until he should be
recalled by the Almighty from his post. ¢’ He placed before

1 Benedicite DomlIno, omnes angeli ejus : potentes virtute, facientes verbum illius, ad audi-
endam vocem sermonum ejus. Benedicite Domino, omnes virtutes ejus: ministrl ejus, qui
facitis voluntatem ejus.—Ps. cil. 20, 21.

2 Plena oculis ante et retro. Singula eorum habebant alas senas; et in circuitu et intus
plena sunt oculis.—Apoc. iv. 6, 8.
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the paradise of pleasure cherubim and a flaming sword, turning
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.” ' Another angel
goes to the desert to bring back Agar to her master Abraham.
A third flies to prevent Abraham from sacrificing his son Isaac.
Two angels hasten to save Lot from the danger of destruction in
the city of Sodom. Many others help the Israelites to find their
way through the desert to the promised land. An angel receives
the command to encourage Gideon against the Madianites; an-
other to free king Kzechias from the nostile power of the Assyr-
ians; another to protect the purity of Judith in the camp of Holo-
fernes; another to defend Daniel in the lions’ den from the fury
of those savage animals; another to save the lives of the three
youths in the fiery furnace; another to accompany the younger
Tobias on his journey; another to free St. Peter from prison;
others to carry the body of the virgin and martyr Catharine to
the top of Mount Sinai; and so on. All of them went off at once
at the first sign made by God to fulfil the order given; and their
chief joy and glory consists in being able to do what they under-
stand their Creator wishes of them.

And not only are they thus eager to fulfil the commands given They.are
them immediately by God, but they also show the same readi- 125;:1;2”"
ness and willingness in executing what other angels tell them, wi of God
or what they otherwise know to be pleasing to God. For accord- When they
. . . . learn it
ing to the teaching of theologians, all the angels in heaven are from other
not equal in dignity and excellence; one choir is subordinate to 2neels.
the other. Not all receive commands immediately from God,
for the inferior is ruled by the superior; just as in a royal court
the will of the king is made known by one courtier to another,
and by the latter to a third, and so on. Nevertheless an angel
executes the command received from another angel with an obedi-
ence just as ready and humble as if the command came direct
from the Creator Himself, without the least feeling of envy or
jealousy at the superior excellence of the other; for every one is
quite content with the place and post assigned to him, and they
have greater joy in doing the will of God, however and whenever
it is made known to them, than they have in their own dignity
and glory. < Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts; you ministers of
His that do His will.” Thus is the Lord blessed by His servants,

1 Collocavit ante paradisum voluptatis cherubim, et flammeum gladium atque versatilem
ad custodiendam viam ligni vite.—Gen. iii. 24.
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who do and omit nothing except what, when, how, and because
God wishes them to do or omit it.

With regard to the second part of conformity with the will of
God, even the chief princes of the angels are so resigned to the
divine will, and so content with all that God arranges for them,
that if they could perceive but the least sign of 1lis wishing them
to become gardeners here on earth and pluck up weeds, or to till
the fields like a peasant, with great labor and trouble (in former
times an angel really performed this office for the holy peas-
ant St. Isidor, and gunided the oxen in the plongh for him while
he heard Mass), or to undertake any other task, no matter how
lowly, they would esteem it as the greatest honor, and make for
themselves a heaven of happiness out of it, as long as only the
good will and pleasure of God is fully accomplished in and by
them.

If you wish to test the truth of this, then think of the holy
guardian angels, and of the office to which they allow themselves
to be appointed. O my God! I am often struck with wonder-
ment to think that such excellent beings as even the lowest of
the angels are, that such great, beautiful, and mighty princes of
heaven, many of whom in the beginning were, before they reached
the place of their eternal happiness, ashamed to attend on God
when He should become man, and were therefore cast out of
heaven into hell as rebels—my God, I think, how is it possible
for these blessed courtiers of the Almighty to deign to defend
and guard such mean creatures as we are! But what do I say!
exclaims St. Bernard; to defend and gnard? Rather to wait upon
and attend us poor mortals. They are not ashamed in their
own exalted persons to take that lowly office on themselves for
vears and years, from the first moment of life to the moment of
death, and to stand day and night, in all places, at all times, by
the side of a poor mortal, even of the meanest of men, of a poor
beggar or swine-herd!

And what is still more astonishing, they perform this service
even for the most wicked, even for infidels, heathens, Jews,
Turks, and idolaters, whose mouths are filled with blasphemies
against the true God. That service they perform even for wiz-
ards and witches who adore the devil! And although the angels
experience the greatest disgust at those who are in mortal sin,
and enemies of God, yet with the utmost patience they stand at
their side day and night, to protect and ~mara vnem ag caicren
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entrusted to their care; they wait on them, so to speak, as serv-
ants wait on their masters in all their affairs; and the same serv-
ice shall be rendered by an angel even to anti-Christ, who shall
be as an incarnate demon in his rebellion against God. All this
they do simply because such is the will of God; and he who is
deputed to guard a poor beggar or lowly peasant boy is as well
content with his office as if he had the care of the greatest mon-
arch of earth. He who has to protect the wizard or sorcerer is
just as satisfied as if he had to attend on the greatest saint and
servant of God; simply because such is the will of God, who has
so ordained and given to each one his peculiar office.

Nay, the holy angels are so united with the divine will that if
they were free to do anything contrary to it they would prefer to
be cast away forever among the demons than to commit the least
venial sin by which they might displease God. And if it were
pleasing to God to annihilate them, or, without any fault on their
side, to hurl them into hell forever, provided they might con-
tinue to love Him there, they would all without exception be ready
for their fate, that they might thus accomplish and fulfil the will
of God. From this it follows that they desire nothing so much in
us, their charges, as a conformity of our will with the divine will,
and there is nothing they labor so hard to bring about with their
inspirations and suggestions as the practice of this virtue in us,
which is the compendium of all virtue.

My dear brethren, we must acknowledge that we owe a debt of
the greatest gratitude, honhor, and love to our holy guardian
angels for the unceasing and countless benefits we have received
and hope to receive from them every moment of our lives; and
he would indeed be more stupid than a dumb beast, more thank-
less than a dog, who would refuse to acknowledge this obligation.
Now they who do acknowledge it often ask themselves, with the
younger Tobias, who had received so many favors from his faith-
ful companion, the angel Raphael, on his journey, < What wages
shall we give him? or what can be worthy of his benefits?”’
See this, Christians. Do you wish to know how we can and
ought to reward our holy angels for their services tous? Nomore
grateful offering can we make them than to follow their example
by being fully united with the will of God, by always endeavoring
to do and omit what, when, how, and because God wills us to do
or omit; and at the same time to be always ready in all circums

' Quam mercedem dabimus ei ? aut quid dignum poterit esse beneflciis ejus ?—Tob. xii. &
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stances to submit to the divine ordinances and arrangements, and
to say candidly: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven: as
the angels, O Lord! do Thy will in heaven, so may men also do
it on earth. Let this be our resolution, our promise, and let us
fulfil it by way of honpring and thanking our holy guardian
angels: as I shall further explain in the

Second Part.

Yes, one might say, the angels can do all this easily enough; it
is not a difficult matter for them to be perfectly united with the
will of God. Oh, what a difference and great inequality there
is between those happy spirits in heaven, in the abode of joys
and delights, and us poor mortals who have still to live in this
vale of tears and sorrows! To the angels in heaven everything
happens according to their will and pleasure, and there is noth-
ing that can cause them grief; but to us, on the other hand,
who are still far from our fatherland, everything goes contrary;
wherever we turn we find trials and annoyances; seldom do we
meet with any one who has all he wishes; countless are the things
that displease us daily. In heaven it is a pleasant and an easy
thing to be satisfied with the will of God, and be always content
with it, for there is no contradiction there, nor can there be any;
while here on earth one trial comes after another, one crossafter
another, one difficulty after another. Therefore, just as the
satiated who have eaten and drunk enough dance and sing dif-
ferently from the hungry and thirsty, so we cannot say and pray
as the angels do: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Take us up to them, O God, and we will do as they do, and with
all our hearts we will be satisfied with Thy arrangements; but to
do that now is a difficult and troublesome thing! All thisis quite
true, my dear brethren; we do indeed find a greater difficulty in
fulfilling and accomplishing the will of God than the angels;
but why? Because we do not yet wish from our hearts all that
God wishes, but would rather have things according to our own
will. If we only had this one virtue of conformity and union
with the will of God, then would almost every difficulty be re-
moved; for even crosses and trials would be pleasing to us, be-
cause they are pleasing to God, and because, as long as we are so-
journing on this earth, God has ordained them for us.

In one way, although it is much more difficult for us in many
things to be as satisfied with the divine will as the angels are,
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yet we may still say that we are better off than they. How is
that? Because the angels, with all their most perfect conformity,

meritorious.
and is pos-
sible for us

cannot merit anything to add to their glory in heaven; but we % Practise.

who are still on the way thither can and must daily merit a
happiness like theirs by resigning our will to the will of God.
If it were not possible for us on earth to attain to this virtue like
the angels, God would not have required it of us, and to no pur-
pose should Our Lord have told us to pray: Thy will be done on
earth asit isin heaven; that is, may Thy holy will, O God. be done
byusastheangelsdoit inheaven! May Thy will be done by us aud
by all our actions to Thy honor and glory, just as the angels in
heaven do many things for Thy honor and glory! May Thy will
be done in us, body and soul, according to Thy pleasure, however
and whenever Thou pleasest, just as the angels allow themselves
in all things to be guided and directed by that willl Now, since
it seems often hard and almost impossible to our weak nature and
our sensuality to do this, therefore Christ has exhorted us to pray
daily to our heavenly Father for grace to make it easy, at least to
our reasoning will; and, as St. Cyprian justly says, we should pray:
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; not that God may
do what He wishes to do, or ordain for us what e wishes to ordain,
for that He will do without asking us, whether we like it or nof,
but we should pray that we may do what God wills, that we may
be always satisfied with what the will of God ordains for us.
The holy martyrs and primitive Christians were weak mortals
as we are; they were as sensitive to the trials and difficulties of
life as we are; they found temptations as hard to overcome as we
find them; and yet with God’s help they attained a high degree
of conformity with the divine will; their only cry in all attacks
of adversity was: Lord, Thy will be done! I will select only
one example from all. In the days of the Emperor Diocletian,
Epictetus, a priest, and Astion, his companion, were thrown into
prison by the tyrant. Dear Astion, said Epictetus, let us be of
good heart; it is the will of God! If the judge causes usto be
brought before him to-morrow, and asks us our names, who are
our parents, and where we come from, our only answer must be:
We are Christians. And if it is the will of God for us to be tor-
tured and mangled, our only words during our sufferings must be:
May the will of God be always done in us! And when they were
brought before the judge the next day, their only words were:
We are Christians; may the will of God be done in us! whercat
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the judge was soincensed that he caused them tobe cruelly beaten,
but the martyrs only raised their eyes to heaven, saying: Jesus
Christ, Thy will be done in us! The judge, inflamed with anger,
caused them to be stretched on the rack and torn with hooks;
but all he could get them to say was: Tyrant, know that we are
Christians; we are Christians; may the will of God be done in us!
Then their flesh was burned with torches, their wounds rubbed
with vinegar and salt, and after many other tortures they were con-
demned to die by the sword; but in all their sufferings the only
words, almost, they were heard toutter were: We are Christians;
may the will of God be done in us! Saying these words they gave
up the ghost. Vigilantius, a heathen, who witnessed their
martyrdom, thought there must be some special virtne hidden in
those words, to banish all sense of pain, so that their tortures caused
them no suffering; therefore in all adverse circamstances he re-
peated those words: We are Christians; may the will of God be
done in us! And for three whole days did that blind heathen
keep on repeating them; when, wonderful to relate, the mercy
of God could no longer withhold from him a special grace.
Vigilantius was suddenly enlightened; he was converted to the
Christian faith, andran into the public street, crying out before all
the people: I am a Christian; do you hear me, tyrant? May the
will of God be done in me! He then caused his whole household
to be baptized with himself, and was thrown into prison with the
martyrs.

My dear brethren, we, too, are Christians, are wenot? Let us,
then, in all occurrences think and say, and show by our actions
that we mean it: May the will of God be done in us! We are
fellow-servants and brethren of the angels, as the angel in the
Apocalypse said to St. John, who was about to adore him: ¢ See
thou do it not; I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren.” *
Let us, too, think and say in all circumstances: May the will of
God be done by us and in us on earth as itis done by and in the
angels in heaven! And no matter how hard and difficult and
bitter it may appear to me, nevertheless may the will of God be
done in me! This cross weighs heavily on me; this insult seems
intolerable; this sickness and pain are grievously tormenting; se-
cret poverty and want oppress me; this death causes me bitter
sorrow; yet I am a Christian, a fellow-servant of the angels; may
the will of God be done in me, too! And may the will of God be

1 Vide ne feceris; conservus tuus sum, et fratrum tuorum.—Apoc. xix. 10.
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done by me, also, in all my thoughts, words, and actions, with an
upright, pure intention, as it is done by the angels in heaven;
with a fervent love of God, as it is done by the angels in heaven;
with as much readiness and cheerfulness as it is done by the an-
gels in heaven; so that I may always be able to say what that
courtier said to his sovereign, when the latter told him he must
accompany him on his journey to-morrow; no, your majesty, an-
swered the courtier, it is not a case of must with me, for I shall
do it with the ntmost willingness, because it is pleasing to my
master. May the will of God be done in and by me with as
much perfection as it is done by the angels in heaven, that is,
without my making the least exception, and with as much per-
severance as it is done by the angels in heaven, that is, without
my ever being wearied by the lengfh of time, or by the greatness
of the difficulties that may present themselves; may the will of
God be done for ten, twenty, thirty, a hundred years, for all
eternity! .
That, my dear brethren, is the real way to say the Our Father. By this we
These are the wings by which we may soar to the highest knowl- ;‘;ﬁ]ec:gi{n
edge of the divine will; this is the best way of always keeping
in the presence of God, as that great servant of God, Father
Gregory Lopez of our Society, was taught by God Himself; who
said to him that he should often repeat in thought the words:
Thy will be done on earth asitisin heaven; amen. These words
he impressed deeply on his heart, and constantly repeated for
three yearsin succession; so that atlast he could not forget them,
and, as it were, with every breath he drew he used to say: Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; amen. He himself
acknowledges that if he was ever careless or slothful in saying
these words he was usually assailed by violent temptations of the
devil; so that these sweet words served him as a teacher and de-
fender against the enemies of his soul; therefore he tried to
persuade of their value all with whom he came into contact.
Heavenly spirits, and you, especially, holy guardian angels, to Resolution
whom, after God, we must acknowledge that we often owe ourlives, igigrva;i::
our bodies and souls, since we cannot show our esteem and love
for you better than by imitating as diligently as possible that
virtue of conformity to the will of God which is so remarkable
in you, we are determined in future to be most fervent in pra.-
tising that virtue; and do you pray for usto God in heaven, that
He may draw our rebellious wills to His, so that, like you, we may
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always be and remain united with the divine will in all things;
that we may give to God whatever we know to be pleasing to Him;
that we may avoid and readily cast from us all that we know to
be displeasing to Him, and that in every circumstance we may
be content and satisfied with the arrangements of His Providence.
For my part I beg this of thee, my holy guardian angel! Touch
my heart unceasingly with thy inspirations; give me no rest un-
til 1 do the will of God in all things, and thus imitate thee con-
stantly! May the will of God be done in and by me for all eter-
nity! Amen. ‘

See several sermons on the holy angels in the first, fourth, and
seventh volumes.
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ON THE HOLY PATRIARCHS.

THIRTY-NINTH SERMON.

ON ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST.
Subject.

St. John was a penitent, and therefore a wonderful man.—
Preached on the feast of St. John Baptist.

Text.

Et posuerunt ommnes qui audierant, in corde suo, dicentes:
Quis putas, puer iste erit ?—Luke i. 66.

¢ And all they that had heard them laid them up in their heart,
saying: What an one, think ye, shall this child be?”

Introduction.

All that happened before, during, and after the birth of St.
John the Baptist was most wonderful. St. Thomasof Villanova
gives usa pithy description of those wonders: “ An angel brings
the message,” he says; ¢ his father becomes dumb, a barren wom-
an conceives, the virgin greets, the boy leaps for joy, the moth-
er prophesies, the name is given from heaven, it is known to
the mother by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, it is written
down by the father, the string of his tongue is loosed, and from
being a dumb man the father becomes &4 prophet: what a num-
ber of miracles happened at his birth!”* With reason were all
who heard of them astonished, so that they asked each other:
‘What an one, think ye, shall this child be?” If, my dear breth-
ren, I had been present, and had foreseen the life of St. Jokn, I
should have answered: This child will prove the greatest miracle

! Angelus nunciat, pater obmutescit, sterilis concipit, Virgo salutat, puer exultat, mater
prophetat, nomen de coelo mittitur,a matre per Spiritum agnoscitur, a patre conseribitur, vin-
culum linguge solvitur, ex muto propheta pater efficitur : quanta in ejus ortu miracula facta

sunt!
17
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of all. And I should have been right; for we must consider St.
John as a living miracle when we look at his penitential life: as
I shall now show.

Plan of Discourse.

St. John was a penitent, and therefore a most wonderful man.
Such is the whole subject of this panegyric. Sinners! ye just!
ye innocent! whoever you may be, you, too, must do penance; such
shall be the conclusion by way of a moral lesson.

That all may profit by it, grant us Thy grace, Almighty God
through the intercession of Thy Mother Mary, of Thy holy pre-
cursor St. John, and of our guardian angels.

If I read the Lives of the Saints I find many examples of serv-
ants of God who led such penitential lives and were so hard on
themselves that I have reason to shake with fear, and to say to
myself : Alas, how little I have done for heaven! I think of the
saintly David, and the words resound in my ears that he sighed
forth to God: ““I am ready for scourges, and my sorrow is con-
tinually before me.” * The tears he shed during the night in
his constant vigils were enough to bedew his couch: < Every
night I will wash my bed; I will water my couch with my tears.” *
His fasting and mortification were so severe that he ate ashesin-
stead of bread, and tears of repentance were hisdrink: “Idid eat
ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with weeping.” > Then
I remember the holy apostle St. Peter, whose cheeks were fur-
rowed and ploughed up by the tears of bitter sorrow he was con-
stantly shedding; St. Paul, that chosen vessel of election, who
in the midst of his trials and sufferings chastised his wearied
body most mercilessly: ‘I chastise my body, and bring it into
subjection,” * as he says of himself. Then I behold St. Mary
Magdalene, who separated herself from the society of men, and
lacerated her body with scourges even to blood. If Ienter in spirit
into the desertsand wildernesses, I find hearts broken with contin-
ual contrition and sorrow; bodies blanched and wasted by uninter-
rupted vigils, hunger, and thirst, more dead than alive, clad with
hair-shirts furnished with sharp iron nails, sconrged with thongs
armed with spurs and knives, and other terrible implements of

1 Ego in flagellis paratus sum, et dolor meus In conspectu meo semper.—Ps. xxxvit. 18.
* Lavabo per singulas noctes lectum meum : lacbrymis meis stratum meum rigabo.—Ibid.
vi. 7.

8 Cinerem tanquam panem manducabam, et potum meum cum fletu miscebam,—Ibid. ¢i. 10.
¢ (astigo corpus meum, et in servitutem redigo.—1I. Cor. ix. 27,
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penance with which those repentant souls chastised the flesh.
Amongst others, I seem to behold a St. Victorinus placing his
hand like a wedge between the parts of a cleft tree, and there
holding it until it was crushed, to his great pain and torture;
Jacobonus, who buried himself alive in the grave of a dead per-
son, and there, amid the fearful stench of corrupting flesh, passed
his life in shedding tears of contrition; Guarinus, who crawled
out of his solitude to Rome on his hands and feet, like a dumb
beast, returned in the same manner, and continued in that pos-
ture for the remainder of his life, until, covered altogether,like a
beast, with hair, he was captured by hunters. I pass over others.

What think you of this, my dear brethren? Are you not hor-
rified at the penitential lives of such holy people? Truly, you
have reason for wondering; yet I cannot help thinking that they
are no great miracles of penitence after all. Why not? Read
the account of their previous lives, and yon will agree with me.
All these penitents, although they then served God truly, had
been great sinners and had grievously offended God. David had
been an adulterer and murderer; Peter had denied Christ; Paul
had been a persecutor of the Christians; Magdalene had been a
notorious sinner in the city: ‘A woman that was in the city, a
sinner.” ' Victorinus had committed impure actions with the
hand that he crushed in the cloven tree; Jacobonus had been
guilty of carnal lust with the person in whose grave he had lain;
Guarinus also had misused the body that he allowed to grow in-
to the semblance of a wild beast for brutish Iusts. What won-
der, then, that all these, after they had entered into themselves

This is not
to be won-
dered at, for
they were
once great
sinners.

and become converted to God, inflicted such severe penances on .

themselves. '

It would have been more astonishing if they had done no pen-
ance at all, for to what purpose are austerities, if sinners are not
in want of them? What is a sinner? asks Tertullian. He isa
man, is the answer, who after having committed sin lives still
on earth to do penance, that is, to suffer, to deny himself, to
mortify his senses and sensuality, to chastise and crucify his body.
And this is only right and just. For could the great God ex-
pect any less from a mean creature by whom His infinite majes-
ty has been wantonly insulted, vilely treated and offended, than
that the creature should humble himself and punish himself by
works of penance, in order to make some reparation to the divine

1 Mulier que erat in civitate peccatrix.—Luke vii. 37.

And pen -
ance 1Is
proper for
sinners.
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Justice, and in some manner to restore the divine honor lessened
by sin? Is it too much for a man to rob himself of some lawful
comfort, after having wantonly stretched forth his hand to un-
lawful actions? Is the untamed flesh less deserving of punish.
ment after it has enjoyed the forbidden pleasure, and thus merit
ed the pains of hell? No! One whohasbeen a sinner must either
punish himself by penance or expect chastisement from the jus-
tice of God.

Show me, my dear brethren, a man who is quite innocent and
has never done any wrong, and yet submits to severe penances
of his own free will, and of him will I say: truly he is a great
miracle of penance! And behold, of all mere holy men, the only
miracle of the kind is St. John the Baptist. Consider his mode
of life; could it well have been more severe? St. Matthew de-
seribes it in the following words: ¢ And the same John had his
garment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins;
and his meat was locusts and wild honey.”' His garment was
a kind of mantle made of the hard and bristly hairs of the camel,
a sort of penitential garment that rather tormented his body
than covered it. His meat was locusts; what food for a human
being! Other solitaries, although they fasted strictly, had at
least bread or cooked vegetables to eat. Who ever heard of any
one eating locusts, a vermin found in the desert? So that he
must have suffered continual hunger and thirst. And such, in-
deed, was the case; for with him fasting and eating must have
been the same thing. Therefore with reason did Christ, the eternal
Truth, say of him: ¢ John came, neither eating nor drinking.”*
Of which passage St. Bernard says: ¢ According to the Apos-
tle, if we have food and clothing we should be content; this was
the perfection of the apostles, but it was not enough for John;””*
it seemed too small for him. ¢ For he came, neither eating nor
drinking, nor wearing clothing; for as locusts are not proper
food, unless, perhaps, for some unreasoning animals, so neither is
camel’s hair a proper kind of clothing for a man.”* And we
may well add to this: helived without food, without drink, with-

1 Ipse autem Joannes habebat vestimentum de pilis camelorum, et zonam pelliceam circa
lumbos suos; esca autem ejus erat locustee et mel sylvestre.—Matt, iii. 4.

2 Venit enim Jounnes, neque manducans, neque bibens.—Ibid. xi. 18.

¥ Habentes victum et vestitum, ait Apostolus, his contenti simus ; apostolica perfectio ista
est ; sed Joannes etlam hanc contempsit.—8. Bern. Serm. de Nat. Joan. Bapt.

4 Venit enim non manducaus, neque bibens, plane nec vestiens ; sicut enim non est locusta
cibus, nisi forte irrutionabilium animalium; sic nec pik s cemelorum horinum eat intw
rertom.
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out clothing, without a bed; for as locusts are not foo&, nor
camel’s hair clothing, neither are the caves in the desert a fit
resting-place for a man. Thus by a miracle he lived in an al-
most uninterrupted fasting and watching. THas any one ever
heard of any other saint who did the like ?

And when did he begin that penitential life ? how long did it
last? Other hermits, in order to do penance, went into the des-
ert in their old age, or at least in their manhood, while they still
had the strength necessary for that severe mode of life. But
when did John commence? < In thy tender years,” sings the
Church to him in the office of to-day, ‘“ flying the turmoil of men,
thou didst seek the caves of the desert.”’ ¢ As soon as he had
passed the years of infancy,” says Denis the Carthusian, <“he
hastened to the desert;”* there, creeping into the caverns of the
earth as a companion of the wild beasts, he began his life of
penance. ‘“ He began,” says St. Thomas of Villanova, ¢ where
any perfect man would wish to leave off. O wonderful child!
O hermit, miraculous even in the sight of all the angels!”®
How could it have been possible for a child of such tender years
to practise those austerities if the Almighty God had not worked
in and with him in a miraculous manner ? And so it is, con-
tinues St. Thomas: ¢ Human frailty would not have been capable
of such perfection at that age, especially if God had not been
pleased to show in John to all ages a miracle of holiness.” *
How long did John endure this severe life? < The child grew,
and was strengthened in spirit,” says St. Luke, ‘““and was in
the deserts,” mark this well, my dear brethren, ‘“until the day
of his manifestation to Israel;”* that is, until he announced
Christ as the true Lamb of God, and pointed IIim out to the
people. So that John lived alone in the desert from his child-
hood until his thirtieth year, for that was the age of Our Lord
when He began to preach publicly, and it was then that St. John
pointed Him out to the world. Even when John was preaching

1 Antra desert! teneris sub annis, eivium turmas fugiens petisti.

2 Mox ut infantiee annos egressus est, properavit ad eremum.—Dion. Cart. Serm. 5. de Nat.
Joan.

$ Suam inde inchoans vitam, ubi perfectus quisque desineresolet. O puernm mirabilem !
O eremitam ipsis etiam angelis cunctis stupendum !—S. Thom. de Villanova, Conc. 1. de Nat.
Joan.

4 Neque enim tantee periectionis capax erat humana fragilitss. ea maxime ®tate, nisi Deus
cunctis s@culis sanctitatis miracutum in Joanne pro libitu facere decrevisset.—~Ibid.

¢ Puer antem crescebat et confortabatur spiritu, et erat in desertis usque in diem ostensi.-
obis suze ad Israel.—Luke 1. 80.

And that,
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penance, he did not leave the desert, for the people came in
crowds to hear him, to see the wonderful man, and to be baptized
by him, as St. Mark testifies: ‘“John wasin the desert, baptizing,
and preaching the baptism of penance. And there went out to
him all the country of Judea, and all they of Jerusalem, and
were baptized by him in the river of Jordan.”* Iere I remark,
with St. Thomas already quoted, another instance of self-denial
and mortification in John, that is indeed admirable, besides his
other austerities. 'What was that? John had never seen Jesus
for thirty years, although he was so nearly related to Him, and
was appointed His precursor. What think you of this, my dear
brethren? Have you any doubt that he felt a most ardent desire
to see and be in the society of the Saviour of the world? Why,
then, did he not leave his solitude now and then, and visit Christ
in Nazareth, to make His acquaintance, to receive consolation
from Him, and to enjoy the presence of Iis holy Mother? No,
that much comfort was denied him. ““I knew Him not,” he said
afterwards.” What a wonderful thing! ¢ Although,” says St.
Thomas, ‘“he knew that Christ was dwelling among men, he de-
prived himself of the presence and acquaintance of Christ, and
remained in the desert; which was to him a most bitter martyr-
dom, and worse than all the rigors of hislife.” * ¢¢Oh, how he de-
sired to see Christ, to speak to Him, to enjoy and delight in His
presence and conversation, for he knew Our Lord to be God in
human shape!”* And yet he constantly, through a spirit of
mortification and penance, resisted this vehement desire of his,
although he might easily have gratified it. Thus, my dear breth-
ren, the whole life of John, from his childhood upwards, was
nothing else but a constant and uninterrupted penance, until he
exchanged the desert for a prison, in which, at last, for the cause
of truth, he ended his penance by martyrdom when his head was
cut off.

But, great Saint, how am I to understand all this? Let me ask
thee, with St. Thomas: ‘“ What was the reason of such severe pen-

1 Fuit Joannes in deserto baptizans et preedicans baptismum peenitentise. Etegrediebatur
ad eum omnis Judeese regio, et Jerosolymitae universi, et baptizabantur ab illo in Jordanis
flumine.—Mark i. 4, 5.

2 Ego nesciebam eum.—John {i. 31.

3 Cum sciret Christum inter homines habitare, privavit se consortio Christi et familiaritate,
et mansit in deserto ; quod fuit illi magnum martyrium, acerbius omni illo rigore pceniten-
tize.

4 0 quomodo sitiebat videre Christum, alloqui, gaudere et frui ejus preesentia et colloquio,
quem sciebat esse Deum in carne!
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ance?” ' what crime hadst thou committed? If anyone had

seen thee in the rough garment of camel’s hair, living in the dens
of wild beasts, would he not have thought that thou wert the
greatest sinner in the world, and obliged to condemn thyself to
that mode of life todo penance for thy sins? Tell me, then, what
crime thou didst commit? It is the infallible truth, my dear
brethren, that John did not even bring into the world the stain
of original sin in which all men are born, but that he was
cleansed from it in his mother’s womb: “ He shall be filled with
the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb.” * < Behold,”
says St. Chrysostom, < how John went to heaven before he
touched the earth; and how he received the divine Spirit be-
fore receiving that of man, and the graces of heaven before the
limbs of his body.” * ¢ And,” adds the Saint, ““he began to
live for God before living for himself.” * What but a holy life
could follow such a holy beginning? And it is also a certain
truth, confirmed by the Fathers, that during the whole course
of his life John never committed any sin against God, neither
mortal sin deserving of hell nor theleast venial sin, and that he
lived more like an angel in the flesh than a mortal man: *“ For
this is he of whom it is written: Behold I send My angel before
Thy face.” * Whereuponde Lyra says: ‘I send My angel: be-
cause he led an angelic life.” * << His life was not human, but an-
gelic,” says St. Thomas; <“ he was indeed a man like us; but he
seems to me to have had nothing of a man but the color and
form; all his thoughts, wishes, desires, and actions were angel-
ic;”" that is, pure, as if he were an angel. Nay, as far as aspot-
less life is concerned, St. Bernard places him among the sera-
phim: ‘He obtained such a high place in the angelic choirs that
he is among the highest of the seraphim.” ® See how great was

1 Ad quid peenitentise tantus rigor ?—S. Thom. de Villanova, Cone. 3. de Nat. Joan,

2 Spiritu Sancto adhuc ex utero matris suse.—Luke i. 15.

? Videtis quemadmodum Joannes ante pervenit ad ccelum, quam tangeret terram ; ante
accepit divinum spiritum, quam haberet humanum ; ante suscepit divina munera, quam
corporis membra.—S8.Chrys. in Cat. D. Thom.

4 Ante coepit vivere Deo, quam sibi.

® Hic est enim de quo scriptum est: Ecce ego mitto angelum meum ante faciem tuam.—
Matt. xi. 10,

¢ Mitto angelum meum ; quia vitam duxit angelicam.

7 Vita ejus non erat bumana, sed angelica ; erat quidem homo sicut et nos; sed mihi
videbatur nihil hominis nisi effigiem et colorem habere ; totum quod cogitabat, quod volebat,
quod desiderabat, quod agebat, totum erat angelicum.—S. Thom. de Villanova, Conc. 1. de
Nat. Joan.

® Sic novem angelorum ordinibus insertus est, ut etiam ad Seraphim apicem transferatur,
—8. Bern. de priv. S. Joan,
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) his innocence, how wonderful his holiness and unspotted sanctity!
And had But again I must ask: Why such excessive rigor of penance?
f:: feraftone Is it right for an innocent man, who has never done any wrong,
thing tobe to be punished and chastised? I know well that some of the
repented of- gaints led innocent and holy lives, and yet did severe penance;
but they had now and then committed venial sins, or at all events
found something in their lives which they thought merited
chastisement. Thus if I were to ask the innocent and holy Ber-
nard: What erime hast thou committed to make thee take the
scourge in thy hands, and, besides thy strict and constant fast-
ing, so unmercifully chastise thyself, weak and sickly as thou art,
that thou walkest about like a living corpse or a skeleton? he
would point to some fault of his early youth, and say that he had
once happened to cast a rather incautious glance at a person of
the opposite sex, although he at once turned his eyes away. See,
he would say; have I not done wrong? do I not deserve punish-
ment? If I ask a St. Francis Xavier why he tied rough hair
ropes so tightly round his feet and limbs that they grew into
the flesh, and caused him excruciating agony, he would answer
that this chastisement was meet for him, in order to atone for
the vanity he felt formerly when in the world in dancing. 1If I
ask the angelic youth St. Aloysius why he slept at night on a
hard board, weighed his midday meal with an ounce weight, and
scourged himself till the blood come forth in torrents, he would
tell me about what he thought to be his sins; how when a child
he spoke an improper word heard from a soldier, a word of
which he did not know the meaning; and how, on another occa-
sion, during his childhood, he once took a cartridge out of a sol-
dier’s bandolier. Mark, my dear brethren, these had at least the
appearance of sin to atone for and do penance for. But John
cannot point to a single fault that deserved penance, for in his
whole life he had done nothing wrong, committed no sinful act,
spoke and thought nothing that was not holy. 'Why, then, such
severe and constant penance? '
He was But, on second thoughts, perhaps he was afraid of falling in-
trmeam b0 sin if he had not chastised the flesh and kept it in restraint?
grace. Ah, it was this fear that drove other innocent servants of God to
practise severe penances, and to arm themselves with constant
mortification. They knew well that their weakness and frailty
amid so many dangers and occasions of sin were in need of being
strengthened by mortification; they experienced the power that
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our corrupt inclinations and the desires of the flesh have, even
against our reasoning will, so that they are always inclining, and,
as it were, violently drawing us to evil; and if we do not brave-
ly resist them and chasten the wanton flesh we cannot long keep
from sin; they knew the many attacks, allurements, tempta-
tions that have to be sustained from men and demons, and which
cannot be overcome unless we do violence to ourselves. There-
fore the hermits withdrew into the deserts, that they might not
run any danger of losing their souls in the society of men; there-
fore St. Jerome beat with a stone his emaciated breast; there-
fore St. Bernard plunged into a frozen pond; therefore St. Ben-
edict rolled about in the sharp thorns; and all this they did to
tame the obstinacy of their flesh, and drive away the temptations
that plagned them. Therefore Edmund, Aloysius, Stanislaus,
and other innocent youths girded themselves with hair ropes and
iron spikes, that they might keep free from sin and retain their
innocence. But this could not have been the object of St. John
in doing such severe penance. Why so? According to the
teaching of the holy Fathers, he was confirmed in grace even
in his mother’s womb, and, as it were, assured that he would
never fall into any sin; the fulness of grace wag in him; < He
ghall be filled with the Holy Ghost,” as the angel said of him.
Mark the words: he shall be filled. Namely, grace was given
him in such abundant measure that his parents received of it.
¢ Into those who had given him the substance of flesh,” says the
Abbot Guarieus, ¢ he infused the superabundance of his spirit
and of grace.” ' Clearer still are the words of St. Emissenus:
«It is a great thing to be illumined by the Holy Ghost, but a
greater still to be filled with IIim.” * For just as a vessel when
quite full cannot contain any more, “so in him no spot of
worldly imperfection could find place, for the fulness of holiness
reigned in him.” * 8t. Chrysologus calls John all holiness, for
he says of his parents: < In them was prepared the source whence
all holiness was to be born.”* TFinally St. Thomas gives him
this eulogy: “John was made by God a prodigy of sanctity, a

! In eos qui in se transfuderant carnis substantiam, spiritus sui et gratiz superabundan-
tlam fundebat.—Guar. Abb. S8erm. de Nat. Joan.
2 Magnum est Spiritu Sancto illustrari ; sed multo est magis repleri.—Emiss. Hom. 1. de

Nat, Joan.
% Ita in eum nihil seecularis macule introire jam poterat, in quo sanctificationis plenitudo

regnabat.—Ibid.
4 In ilis parabatur unde tota sanctitas nasceretur.—S. Chrysol. Serm. 89.
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‘

miracle of all perfection, an admirable spectacle of all virtue to
all ages.” ' So that he could hardly be distinguished from the
Holy of holies, Christ, Our Lord, the Son of God; many, on ac-
count of the wonderful sanctity of his life, looked on him as the
Messias and Redeemer of the world, although they had never
seen him work a miracle; and they would have remained in
their error, had not John himself undeceived them. ¢ And as
the people was of opinion,” says St. Luke, ‘“and all were think-
ing in their hearts of John, that perhaps he might be the Christ,
John answered . . . there shall come one mightier than I.””* Nay,
after Our Lord had worked many wonders, the like of which they
had never seen John do, they yet looked on him as Christ, and
took Our Lord for John. When Christ asked His disciples:
““Who do men say that the Son of Man is?” * they answered :
““Some, John the Baptist.” * But why have recourse to so many
proofs, when the words of the infallible T'ruth Himself are more
than enough to convince us? After Christ had called him an
angel and more than a prophet, He adds: ‘“ Amen, I say to you;
there hath not risen among them that are born of women a
greater than John the Baptist.” * From which St. Augustine
draws this conclusion: ‘“ Whoever is greater than John the Bap-
tist is not only man, but God also.” * Hence I am driven to the
conclusion that John, although he had the freedom to commit
sin, yet, humanly and morally speaking, could never have offended
God, and therefore in this respect he was not at all in need of
such severe penances. '

What, then, was the reason of such austerity of life? Thereis
another reason, my dear brethren, which has driven even the
most innocent and holy to the practice of penance, and which
should drive them to it, namely, the example of the suffering and
dying Son of God. What! thought those servants of God,
are the watchings, fasting, and chastising of the body which Christ
willingly bore for my sake too much for me to undertake for the
sake of a God crowned withthorns? for the sake of a God beaten
over His whole body with ropes, rods, and scourges? for a God

t Sanctitatis prodigium et totins perfectionis monstrum, et admirandum seeculis virtutum
omnium spectaculum Joannes a Deo factus est.—S. Thom. Conc. 1. de Nat. Joan.

2 Existimante autem populo, et cogitantibus omnibus in cordibus suis de Joanne, ne for-
te ipse esset Christus; respondit Joannes . .. veniet antem fortior me.—~Luke ili. 15, 16.

3 Quem dicunt homines esse Fillum hominis ?—Matt. xvi. 13.

4 Alli Joannem Baptistam.—Ibid. 14,

5 Amendico vobis, non surrexit inter natos mulierum major Joanne Baptista.—Matt. x1. 11,

¢ Quisquis Joanne major est, non tantum homo, sed Deus est.—S. Aug. in Ps. 29.
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whose hands and feet were pierced with cruel nails? for a God
whose bitter hunger and thirst were satiated with gall and vine-
gar? for a God who died in the greatest agony, hanging on a dis-
graceful gibbet? fora God who, innocence itself, bore all this for
our sake? What! exclaims the holy penitent St. Bernard: “It is
a shame for a member living under a thorn-crowned Iead to be
delicate.”' Christ, our Lord and Model, suffered even to thedeath
of the cross; therefore we, too, must suffer with Him. ¢ He that
taketh not up his cross and followeth Me is not worthy of Me.””*
If we wish to be in the number of the elect we must be like
our crucified Lord, according to the express words of St. Paul:
“ For whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be made con-
formable to the image of His Son.” * So that the saints ar-
gued rightly in favor of their austerities. Hence I no longer
wonder so much why John led such a hard life, although he was
quite innocent, pure as an angel, had never committed the least
fault, and being confirmed in grace, was not in the slightest dan-
ger of sinning, and, after Christ and Ilis virginal Mother, was the
greatest of all the saints. For he did not wish to be a delicate
member under a thorn-crowned Head. DBut what am I saying?
Am I wrong again? For John had not seen anything of the
kind in Our Lord, my dear brethren, since he was beheaded in
prison before Our Lord began His passion, and died while He
was still accompanied by crowds of people, who followed Him
everywhere, wondering at Ilis miracles; so that John had not in
Him then an example of suffering. Nevertheless from his child-
hood upwards he led that strict and penitential life!

Now, all I can think or say is this; there yon have the truth of
my proposition fully proved: the penitent John is the greatest
miracle! And let me repeat with St. Thomas: John was made
by God a prodigy of sanctity, a miracle of all perfection, and an
admirable spectacle of all virtue to all ages. If any one asks
me, then, why, according to the gospel, John worked no miracle,
I shall answer in the words of the same St. Thomas: He was
not in need of miracles, for everything in him, if you rightly
consider it, was a miracle;” * and his penance alone was the
greatest miracle of all!

1 Pudeat sub spinoso capite membrum esse delicatum.

3 Qui non acelpit crucem suam et sequitur me, non est me dignus.—Matt. x. 38,

3 Quos preescivit, et praedestinavit conformes fleri imaginis Filil sui.—Rom. viil. 29,
4 Sed ne signis quidem indiguit : quidquid in eo erat, si recte iuspicis, signum erat.

Hence Jom:
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ixsgxgn Christians, what are our thoughts on this? We wonder at
to those  bhe innocence and the great austerity of the life of St. John.
who bave  And is that all? Is that to be the only fruit of the panegyric
sned you have just heard? Oh, if so I had better have kept silent,
and you would then perhaps have gone away just as well off. No;
we must bring home something better. Let us, then, briefly enter
into ourselves and see what manner of life we have been leading
hitherto. Are we all so innocent, I will not say as St. John, but
so that we can say with truth that we have never offended God
by mortal sin, and can we venture to boast as Job did: My
heart doth not reprehend me in all my life”?' Can we say
that with truth? Alas, must we not most of us confess with the
penitent David: << 'To Thee only have I sinued, and have done
evil before Thee” ?* Alas, what a heap of sins we shall find in
our consciences that we have committed from youth upwards in
thought, word, and deed! But where isour penance? Wehave
disclosed our sins in confession, and performed the penance en-
joined by our confessor; and thus we imagine we have fully
atoned to God. We sleep just as peacefully as before; we laugh
and amuse ourselves as unrestrainedly as before; we eat and
drink to satiety as before; we enjoy ourselves asif we had never
done any wrong. Fasting, mortification, wearing penitential
garments and chastening the flesh we leave to religions in their
convents; those things are not for us. Truly, that is a fine way
of doing penance! A fine way of atoning for the pains of hell
that we have merited so often! Do we think we shall thus find
the road to heaven, which penitent and innocent servants of God
had to work so hard for? No, no, that will not do! He who
has sinned must do penance and often deprive himself even of
lawful pleasures and delights, and withdraw those things from
the flesh even against his natural inclination, since he has en-
joyed forbidden pleasures against the will of God. Wanton
eyes, curious ears, talkative, uncharitable tongue, unchaste, un-
just hands, impure, vindictive hearts, dissolnte, dissipated flesh,
what else have you been but arms of malice to make war with on
the most high God? So St. Paul calls them when he says:
‘“Neither yield ye your members as instruments of iniquity unto
sin.” What is then more just thin to take up arms against those
that have made war on God? And so it is. ¢ Present yourselves

1 Neque enim reprehendit me cor meum in omni vita mea.—Job xxvii. 6.
2 Tibi soli peccavi, et malum coram te feci.—Ps. 1. 6.
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to God,” continues the Apostle, <“as those that are alive from
the dead; and your members as instruments of justice unto God,”*
that wage war on themselves. In a word, he who has ever sinned
grievously is in need of penance.

And if we have never sinned? if we are innocent? Ah, would To the in.
I might say that of myself! DBut supposing we are all in our E:::;f;em
first innocence, and have never committed mortal sin; yet we may their virtue
sin, and oh, how easy it is for us to sin! We all have natural in- 7 4 —
clinations and desires, no matter how.good we may be, which we cnrist ang
inherit from our forefather Adam, and which will never be com- His saints.
pletely extirpated. How are we to restrain and keep them in
check, unless we often do violence to ourselves, and call in the
aid of frequent mortification and self-denial? We know by ex-
perience that he who wishes to keep free from sin must carefully
avoid the occasions and dangers that lead to it; for as the Holy
Ghost says by the Wise Ecclesiasticus: ¢ He that loveth dan-
ger shall perish in it.” * Now the wanton flesh and our outward
senses are the most frequent and dangerous occasions of sin to us:
that is to say, when we think we may look at, hear, say, taste, and
feel all we wish; and mortification and self-denial are the means of
cutting off those occasions and dangers. In a word, a delicate,
comfortable life, in which one seeks to gratify all his senses, can-
not long continue without sin. A soft and luxurious life cannot
lead to heaven, of which Christ has said: ‘“From the days of
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth vio-
lence, and the violent bear it away.” * A soft, easy life is not
at all in harmony with the life of our suffering and crucified
Lord and with the lives of His saints. And them we must
necessarily follow, and with them take up our cross daily, if we
hope with them to enter into glory. Therefore, even if we are
the most innocent, we must still do penance.

But, my God, why do I talk so much about innocence, which Resotution
I have long ago and so often lost? I am ashamed, O Lord, to ;‘,;(.10 pee
appear before Thee, for Thou hast seen all that I have done. I
am sorry from my heart that in spite of all my wickedness I
have hitherto lived such an easy life, and so studiously sought
my comfort and gratified my senses, as if I had been almost

1 Neque exhiheatis membra vestra arma iniquitatis peccato: exhibete vos Deo tanquamex
mortuis viventes, et membra vestra arma justitize Deo.—Rom. vi, 13.

2 Qui amat periculum in illo peribit.—Ecclus. iii. 27.

3 A diebus Joannis Baptiste usque nunc regnum ccelorum vim patitur, et violenti rapiunt
Ulud.—Matt. xi. 12.
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guiltless! I have not been able to bear the least bodily pain nor
the least mental trouble without murmuring; I have always
granted every freedom to eyes, ears, and the other senses, as if
I had never done anything to repent of. Ah, how long is this
life to last? I now acknowledge that I must do penance. Yes,
O Lord! I will not refuse it. Even if I had never offended Thee,
and, alas! my sins are only too grievous and numerous (pardon,
O Lord, my presumption!), nay, if I were, like Thy holy precursor
St. John, confirmed in grace and assured that I could never com-
mit a sin, yet I should be ashamed to wish to live in comfort and
without penance when I adore a God who suffered and died on
a cross. I should be ashamed to wish to enter so easily into
the heaven which Thy servants have bought so dearly! There-
fore I will do penance by patiently bearing all the insults and
injuries offered me by men, and by receiving from Thy hand
with resignation all the trials and afflictions Thou mayest send
me. Moreover I will do penance by constantly overcoming my:
self, by mortifying my inordinate passions and inclinations, and
by frequently chastising my flesh and its senses; so that I may
atone for my past sins, be saved from committing sin again, be-
come in some measure like to my crucified Redeemer, and imi-
tate Thy saints, at least at a distance, that I may one day enjoy
with them in the kingdom of heaven the consolation Thou hast
promised to the penitent, Amen.

FORTIETH SERMON.

ON ST. JOSEPH, THE PATRON OF OUR FATHERLAND.

Subject.

The archdiocese of Treves could not have chosen, after the
Blessed Virgin, a better patron and protector than St. Joseph.—
Preached on the feast of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary.

Text.
Ecce, constitui te super universam terram Eqypti.—Gen. xIi

41.
¢ Behold, I have appointed thee over the whole land of Egypt.”
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Introduction.

Behold, 1 have placed you as overseer over my house, as vice-
roy in my kingdom. So said King Pharao to Joseph, the son of
Jacob, who having spent many years in the country unknown,
was at last brought out of prison. Pharao caused him to ascend
his chariot with great pomp and show, with a herald crying out
before him: ¢“The crier proclaiming that all should bow their
knee before him, and that they should know he was made govern-
or over the whole land of Egypt.”' There was no one at court,
no one in the city or the whole land, who did not show Joseph
the greatest reverence; and as he was borne along in the royal
chariot all praised him with shouts and cries of joy as the sav-
iour of their country, according to the name given him by Pharao:
¢ And he turned his name, and called him in the Egyptian
tongue the saviour of the world.”® There, my dear brethren,
we have a figure of our great St. Joseph, in whose honor we are
now assembled here; and at the same time a figure of the triumph
with which God in these days of ours leads him through the
world, after he had been many years unknown and hidden, as it
were, in the Church of Christ; for now God has caused him to be
praised and extolled with public and special devotions by all the
people in most Christian countries and kingdoms, ‘¢ Behold, 1
have appointed thee over the whole land,” said Ferdinand, the
third Roman emperor of the name, when with unusual solemnity
he appointed St. Joseph as the protector of the whole kingdom
of Bohemia, and to that end instituted the celebrated and now
universally known confraternity. ¢ Behold, I have appointed
thee over the whole land,” said also Leopold the First, when he
appointed St. Joseph as the protector of the whole house of
Austria, and the ruler of his kingdom and country, begging at
the same time all the other electors and princes of the Roman
empire to choose the same saint as their patron, especially in
Germany, and to show him special honor. And most of those
princes followed his example. ¢ Behold, I have appointed thee
over the whole land,” said also one of the first of the archbishopsof
Treves, Charles Gaspar von der Layen of glorious memory, when
he dedicated himself and his whole diocese to St. Joseph and
chose him as the father of his country. And what is the mean-

1 Clamante yreecone, ut omnes coram eo genu flecterent, et preepositumn esse scirent
universee terree Agypti.—Gen. xli. 43.
2 Vertitque nomen ejus, et vocavit eum lingua Zgyptiaca salvatorem mundi.—Ibid. 45.
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ing of this feast, celebrated from his time to ours every year
with extraordinary pomp? Why do all the people of Treves as-
semble here in their different classes and guilds? Is it not to
hail with a unanimous shout of joy St. Joseph as the patron and
protector of the whole diocese? And there is good reason for
the holy custom, my dear brethren, as I'shall now prove.

Plan of Discourse.

Archdiocese of Treves! after the Blessed Virgin herself, thou
couldst not have chosen a better patron and protector than St.
Joseph; such is the whole subject of this panegyric, and its 0b-
Ject is to increase love and devotion to this saint in the minds of
all.

This grace, St. Joseph (it is a matter that concerns thy honor!),
we beg of thee to obtain for us through Jesus and Mary by the
hands of the holy angels.

In olden He who is about to choose a patron and protector must look
;LISSSV;]; out for one who is able to fulfil all the duties of that office; one
honored for who by his high dignity can secure the respect and esteem of the
E:ZE;’Z?& people; one who by his power and influence can protect the land
vower.  from all dangers. These were the qualities that made Joseph so
respected and beloved in all Egypt, for the people had heard of
the wonderful wisdom with which he had interpreted most difficult
and mysterious dreams. ‘‘Seeing God hath showed thee all
that thou hast said,” said Pharao to him, ‘“can I find one wiser,
and one like unto thee 7' They noticed his diligence and fa-
therly care, for he caused the abundant crops to be gathered
here and there into barns to provide for the coming scarcity.
They saw him seated on the throne and giving commands as a
second king; they knew that everything was subject to his pow-
er, that without his consent not a hand or foot might move in
the whole land, and that all favors were to flow from him, as
the king said: “ Without thy commandment no man shall move
hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” * Therefore he attracted
to himself even people from far distant lands, who all did homage
to him as their common father: ¢ Our life is in thy hand,” said

' Quia ostendit tibi Deus omnia quee locutus es, numquid sapientiorem et consimilem tui
invenire potero *—Gen. xli. 39.

3 Absque tuo imperio non movebit quisquam manum aut pedem in omni terra ZEgypti.—
1bid. 44.
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they to him; ““only let my lord look favorably upon us, and we
will gladly serve the king.” !

My dear brethren, let the Egyptians congratulate themselves
on their Joseph; what he did for them, after all, was to take their
goods in pawn during the famine and make slaves of them. We
have a much better, higher, and mightier patron in our St. Joseph.
A better: and here for brevity’s sake I appeal to the testimony of
the God of infinite wisdom, who cannot err in His choice, and
who, as the Apostle says, appoints capable men for every office
and position: ¢ Who hath made us fit ministers.” * What wis-
dom and capability must He not have found in St. Joseph! God
had to provide for the welfare of a family on earth which was
of the utmost importance to Him, which He preferred to all the
kingdoms and empires of the world, and from which the salva-
tion of the world was to come. Mary, the Mother of God, the
spouse of the Holy Ghost, must have a companion and protect-
or to guard her virginal purity, to live with her ontwardly as
her husband, and thus keep for a time from public knowledge
the Incarnation of the Son of God, whose father he was supposed
to be; an opinion that even the devils entertained for a long time,
as we learn from the testimony of SS. Ambrose, Basil, Leo, Ber-
nard, Jerome, Damascene, and others. Jesus Christ, the eternal
God, required a tutor when He became man in time to bring
Him up from His childhood, to feed and clothe Him, to protect
Him from dangers; and this tutor’s instructions, commands, and
advice God was to obey as a most obedient child. Where was a
man to be found to whom such an office could be entrusted?
If faith did not teach us that he was a man, we should have
more reason for asking: Where was a God to be found to rule
over a God? ¢ \Who was that faithful, that prudent man?” asks
Nicephorus, in wonder; “ no other man but Joseph was found
suited to the office.” *

Abraham, Moses, David, Isaias, Elias, Daniel—what great men
they were! The world still wonders at their very names; but
not one of them was chosen by the Almighty as the father of
His household; ““ no other man but Joseph was found suited to
the office.” Other duties were entrusted to them which were of
far less importance, although they seemed weightier in the eyes

1 Salus nostra in mann tua est; respiciat nos tantum dominus noster, et l&ti serviemus
regl.—Gen. x1vii. 25.

3 Qui idoneos nos fecit ministros.—II. Cor. fil. 6.

3 Quis fidelis lile, quis prudens ille? Non allus pree Joseph ipso visus est idoneus.
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of the world. ‘I have made thee a father of many nations,”
said the Lord to Abraham, ‘“and kings shall come out of thee.”
““ Behold, Thaveapypointed thee the God of Pharao, ” * said the Lord
to Moses. Ile made Isaias a preacher to the kings, princes, and
tyrants of the world; Elias a conqueror of the false prophets;
Daniel the master of King Nabuchodonosor. But of none of
them could the words be said: < He made him master of His
house;” * ““no one but Joseph was found worthy of that office.”
That God who by His infinite wisdom rules heaven and earth,
before whom the principalities tremble, and every knee in heav-
en, on earth, and under the earth must bow: Under whom
they stoop that bear up the world;” * that God, I say, asif He
were not capable of ruling Himself, gives Himself over to the
government and care of Joseph: ¢ He was subject to them.” ®
Joseph (who can understand it?) by his teaching and instrue-
tion had to help the incarnate God to stand, speak, and work;
Joseph by his labor, diligence, care, and protection had to sece
that God was not in need of hegging His bread, that God had
food and clothing, that God was not slain by Herod. Boast, ve
monarchs and potentates of earth, of the vast dominion and the
numerous peoples that are subject to your sway; our patron St.
Joseph had but two under his aunthority; but one of them was
God and the other the Mother of God. ‘¢ Consider,” says St.
Bernard, ¢ what sort of a man St. Joseph was, and how great his
dignity; the Lord appointed him as the comforter of His Mother,
as the foster-father of Ilis human nature, and finally as the only
most faithful helper of the divine council on earth;” ® that is,
the divine council for the redemption of the human race. Now if
while still on earth St. Joseph was entrusted with the care and
government of the greatest and noblest family in the world, how
prudently have we not acted in giving ourselves over to his care
and protection, now that he reigns in glory in heaven?

And what rank and title does he enjoy there? What gained
for Joseph in Egypt so much influence and esteem among the
people was the title of Father of Pharao, that the king himself

1 Patrem multarum gentium constitui te, et regesque ex te egredientur.—Gen. xvii. 5, 6.

2 Ecce coustitui te Deum Pharaonis.—Ex. vii. 1.

? Constitnit eum dominum domus suze.~—Ps. civ. 21.

¢ Sub quo curvantur qui portant orbem.—Job ix. 13,

# Kt erat subditus illis.—Luke ii. 51.

¢ Conjice quis et qualis homo fuerit ille Joseph; quem constitnit Dominus suge matris so-
latium, suz carnis nutritium, solum denique in terris magni concilii adjutorem fidelissimum.
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conferred on him, as he himself said to his brothers: ¢ By the thatne haa
will of God was I sent hither, who hath made me, as it were, a S;;d_asm
father to Pharao.”* Most ancient and royal race from which
our saint descended, nearest blood-relationship with the human-
ity of Christ! I do not need ye to bring forward the dignity and
high position of St. Joseph. Only one thought I will borrow
from St. Basil, as he was breaking out into the praises of Mary,
and was about to describe her excellence: < Do you wish,” he
says, ‘‘ to weave a crown worthy of that great virgin? You may
do so in a few words: Mary, of whom was born Jesus.” * Inthe
same way I may sum up all the praise due to Joseph in the words:
Joseph, the father of Jesus, the Son of God. Such is the title
given him by Mary, his spouse: ‘“Behold, Thy father and T have
sought Thee sorrowing.” * And all men at the time lonked on
him in the same light: ‘“Isnot this thecarpenter’sson?” * Such,
too, is the name given him in the gospel of St. Luke: ¢ And
His father and mother were -wondering at those things which
were spoken concerning Ilim.” ®* Christ Himself confirmed this
by His childlike obedience and reverence towards him. Joseph
was the father of Jesus, not indeed according to nature, but an
adopted father, as Augustine says; he was His father by marriage,
as Rupert says; he was His father by superiority, as Suarez says;
he was His father by law, as Gerson says; he was His father by
dignity, as Cajetan says; he was His father by the power which
the eternal Father gave him over His Son, as Bernard says. So
that as the heavenly Father sent down from heaven the joyful
words: ‘“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” *
so Joseph in his workshop and elsewhere might have well boast-
ed, and to the greatest comfort of his heart have thonght in the
same words: ‘“This is my beloved Son.” Oh, how happy Iam!
This is my beloved Son! What think you of this, holy angels?
Behold, all men! This is my Son! Heis your King, but my
Son! He calls me by the name of father, and I call Him my
most beloved Child! What can be imagined or said to redound
more to Joseph’s honor and dignity?

! Dei voluntate huc missus sum, qui fecit me quasi patrem Pharaonis.—Gen. xiv. 8.

2 Vis coronam tanta virgine dignam texere ? Contexes paucis his verbis : Maria, de qua
natus est Jesus.

3 Ecce pater tuus et ego dolentes queerebamus te.—Luke ii. 48.

* Noane hic est fabri filius P—Matt. xiii. 55.

® Erat pater ejus et mater mirantes super his qua dicebantur de 1llo.—Luke ii. 33,

¢ Hic est Filius meus dilectus in quo mihi bene compiacui.—Matt. xvi, 5.
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Great and holy patron, as long as we compare thee to men and
angels we fail in our object, and do not give thee the praise due
to thy merit; for there still remains something which elevates
thee far above all comparison, namely, the title-of Father of Je-
sus Christ. From this alone St. Bernard, St. Bernardine, St.
Isidor, Gerson, and Suarez conclude that Joseph must far excel
all the other saints, the Mother of God excepted, in holiness,
dignity, and glory. ‘I do not think I am speaking rashly,”
says the great theologian Francis Suarez, ““when I say that it
is a pious and probable opinion that St. Joseph excels all the
others in grace and beatitude.” * DBut I will leave this question
untouched, and not try to rob any of the saints of the glory,
holiness, and happiness due to them in my efforts to sound the
praises of St. Joseph. All I say is this: As far as the title and
honor of being the father of Jesus Christ is concerned, Joseph has
not his equal. In thissense St. Bernard says, without the least
hesitation: ‘“ No one born on this earth, except Joseph, can call
himself the father of the Son of God. In this dignity heis with-
out a rival.”® During the wars of the Spaniards against the
Moors, Vasco Fernandez ventured very far into one of the enemy’s
cities which he was besieging, and in memory of his heroism he
caused the inscription to be written on a house: Thus far did
Vasco Fernandez come. Another Spaniard saw this, and not
wishing to be outdone, went still farther into the town, and wrote
on a honse: Thus far Vasco Fernandez did not come. Great
and holy servants of God! far, very far did you advance in merit,
in holiness, in honor and dignity; precursor of Christ, vicar of
Christ, apostles of Christ, ye martyrs of Christ, ye friends,
brothers, and children of Christ! so far have ye come; but, not to
take away anything from your glory, you must confess that you
have not gone so far as to be called father of the eternal Son of
God; that is a dignity none of you attained; it is an honor that
belongs to Joseph alone. Archdiocese of Treves, such is the
patron thou hast chosen; couldst thou have made a better choice?

From what we have seen we may without further argument
infer the great power and efficacy of the prayers of Joseph with
the Almighty in favor of his children, if they only appeal to him

1 Non existimo temerarium, sed pium potius et vero simile, si quis opinetur sanctum

Josephum reliquos omnes in gratia et beatitudine antecellere.—Suarez, 3. p. t. 2. d. 8. sect.
1. and 2. ;

2 Nemo natus est in terra, sicut Joseph, qui pater Filii Dei dictus est. Sublimitas sine
socio.
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in their necessities with confidence. For if the proverb be true:
The prayer of a friend is a command, * so that a discreet mun
sometimes hesitates to ask his friend for a favor which the latter
cannot confer without trouble, although he is sure it would not
be denied him, how powerful, then, will not be the prayers of a
father to a son who can give everything without difficulty or
trouble? If other friends of God are so powerful in obtaining
graces for us by appealing to what they did in God’s service, as
we know by experience; if, as St. Chrysostom says, even the
blood of the poor whom we feed by our alms cries nnceasingly
to heaven to obtain blessings and graces for us from God; what
may not be effected by the far more intimate and perfect service
which Joseph rendered the Son of God? And how mueh more
efficacious will be the voice of the blood of Jesus Christ, which
was nourished by the toil and labor of Joseph?

Let other friends of God say in their prayers: Lord, Thou
wert hungry, and we fed Thee; Thou wert thirsty, and we gave
Thee to drink; Thou wert naked, and we clothed Thee; Thou
wert sick, and we visited Thee; Thou wert astranger, and we
received Thee into our houses; truly they can say that; yet it
still remains true that all this was done only for the servants of
Christ, Our Lord considering as done to Ilimself the least bene-
fit conferred on the most lowly of them. But Joseph can say
with truth that he did all this to Our Lord in IIis own person.
Remember, O beloved Son, how, when Thou wert a weak little
infant, I brought Thee to Egypt and back again; how often,
when Thou wert hungry on the road, and I had not a bit of bread
for Thee, I ran into the woods to seek some fruit to refresh Thee,
how often, when Thou wert thirsty, I ran to get a refreshing
drink for Thee from some brook! Often, when Thou wert tired,
I took Thee in my arms and carried Thee. Often we were over-
taken by night in the open country, and I took off my gar-
ments to make a shelter for Thee. With the labor of my
hands I supported Thee and Thy Mother for many years in
our house at Nazareth. TLook now on my children, who have
committed themselves to my protection, assured that I can do
everything with Thee; they are now calling on me, expecting me
to help them in their necessities. There are poor, hungry people
who sit at home, hearing their little ones cry out for bread; there
is a sick man suffering grievous pain, who desires relief; here

1 Amicus qui rogat, jubet.
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are orphans deprived of father and mother, who cry out for help;
there an unhappy wife is plunged in grief through the conduct
of a jealous, dissipated, or passionate husband; another appeals to
me on account of her disobedient children; there a poor widow,
harassed by debt, cries ont for assistance; and others who are
tried in various ways wish at least to obtain from me the grace of
patience; others again look for help and strength against the vio-
lence of temptations and in the dangers that affect their souls;
others wish to have light and understanding to manage well the
affairs of state.  Most beloved Son, they are my children; canst
Thou refuse me what I ask for them?

My dear Christians, I ask you again, if the friends of God on
earth are heard on account of the services they render to Christ
in the persons of the poor, can the prayer of the foster-father of
Christ be in vain? No! Willingly, O angelic Doctor, do I agree
with thy teaching! Some saints, he says, receive from God the
grace of being able to help in special necessities, ¢ but to St.
Joseph is granted the power of rendering aid in every business
and necessity, and to defend and succor all who with devotion
and confidence appeal to him.” * I agree with thee, too, Isidor:
“ Amongst the patrons whom mortals have at the throne of God,
I think that St. Joseph is the most powerful after the Blessed
Virgin.” * 1 believe firmly, holy mother Teresa, that in all thy
necessities thou didst have recourse to this great intercessor St.
Joseph, and that thou didst never ask anything from him which
thou didst not obtain. O, if thou gavest us only the half of thy
devotion to and confidence in this holy foster-father of Christ,
we should have to make the same confession, and a happy ex-
perience would teach us to congratulate ourselves on having such
a patron for our ecity and land!

Ah, I cannot help thinking sometimes, how is it that such a
powerful patron and intercessor, such a great saint, remained so
long unknown and hidden in the Christian Church; that for so
many hundred years no church was erected nor devotion estab-
lished in his honor? Martyrs, confessors, virgins by the thou-
sand, whose lives have been less holy, have immediately after their
happy deaths begun to shine like stars in the firmament; God
has made them known to the world by countless miracles, and

! At sanctissimo Josepho in omni necessitate et negotlo concessum est opitulari, et omnes
ad se pie confugientes defendere et fovere.

2 Inter patronos mortalium apud Deum, arbitror sanctum Josephum post beatissimam Vir-
glnem efficaciorem esse.



On St. Joseph, the Patron of Our Fatheriand. 39

signified Iis wish that they should be appealed to as interces-
sors; but of Joseph nothing, so to speak, was publicly known.
Why is that? Segneri gives the correct answer to this question:
The sanctity and dignity of Joseph, says he, were so great above
those of other saints that it was not meet to publish them too
openly in Christendom for some time. But why? Could he not,
then, have been more honored? No; for in the first ages of
Christianity there were different heresies, the head of which was
Cerinthus, who, wishing to leszen the dignity of Christ, taught
that He, like other men, was conceived by an earthly father, and
that St. Joseph was really His father according to nature. This
heresy would certainly have gained more ground if public honor,
such as is due to that great Saint, were everywhere shown him.
Therefore the Church, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, prudent-
ly refrained for a long time from showing him any public signs of
veneration; and God did not wish to bring before the world this,
His most beloved foster-father, until those later years, when
calamities and trials render his help and intercession more nec-
essary, and thus cause his praises and glories to be all the more
fervently published the longer they remained hidden in the
Church in former times. Blessed, then, be the memories of those
princes, kings, and emperors—Ferdinand, Leopold, Charles Gas-
par, and their illustrious descendants—who helped to carry out
this design of the Almighty! How happy we are, my dear breth-
ren, in being reserved for these times, in which we can boast of
the help and protection of this Saint in our necessities!

And still happier should we be if our devotion, confidence, Recom-
and love for him increased more and morve. So shall it be, most ge;‘:gfi;';d
holy Joseph! We wish and desire to remain under thy protec- resoive to
tion and patronage, under which the archdiocese of Treves placed :g:;‘;zg
itself; and as this land in general chose thee, so do we now in
particular each and every one of us choose thee, with renewed
desires and the assurance of our fidelity, as our patron and fa-
ther. In future not a week in the year shall pass in which we
shall not set apart a day in thy honor, nor a day in which we
shall not perform some special act of devotion to thee. All we
ask of thee, since thon canst do everything with thy divine Son
and thy virginal Spouse, is that we may be faithful to thee in
confidence, true love, and devotion till the day of our death; and
then we may comfort ourselves with the assurance that thou wilt
protect our fatherland and our city with paternal care from all
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dangers, hear our prayers in our necessities, and, above all, in the
hour of death, in our last agony, by thy help take our souls to
thyself and thy Son in heaven. Amen.

FORTY-FIRST SERMON.
ON JOSEPH’S CONFORMITY WITH THE WILL OF GOD.

Subject.

Joseph was always satisfied with the Lord and with His will:
1. In his life; 2. In his death.—Preached on the feast of St.
Joseph. v

Text.

Joseph autem vir ejus, cum esset justus.—Matt. 1. 19.
““ Joseph, her husband, being a just man.”

Introduction.

A just man is one who stands well with God in his conscience,
and isalwaysin conformity with God and His will. For if I wish
to know whether a line is straight or not, allI have to do is to
take the rule and lay it along-the line; if the latter deflects from
the rule in one way or the other it is not a straightline. A jnst
man can always live satisfied with and rejoicing in the Lord,
and he can die satisfied with and rejoicing in the Lord, as I have
shown on a former occasion. My dear brethren, you have a per-
fect model of this conformity in him whom this day calls on us to
honor, and whom ourarchdiocese has chosen as its special patron,
the great St. Joseph.

Plan of Discourse.

Joseph was always satisfied with the Lord and with His will ;
there you have the whole subject of this sermon. Joseph was sat-
isfied with the Lord during his life: the first point. Joseph was
satisfied with the Lord in his death : the second point. Let us, too,
thus live and die satisfied with the Lord : such shall be the moral
lesson.

Obtain for us the grace to act up to it, O holy St. Joseph,

through Jesus and Mary, by the hands of the holy angels!
ttise great  To be resigned to the will of God, to be joyful and contented
Tirte o in the Tuord, to be ready and willing to submit to all His decrees
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when things are going according to our wishes, is indeed the
praiseworthy virtue of the just man, and one that God Himself
approved of in [is servant Job, when the latter was still prosper-
ous and had not yet tasted the bitterness of affliction. But, after
all, it is not such a very wonderful matter to be always satisfied
with one who has never contradicted us, but alwayslooked on us
with favor, greeted us with a smiling countenance, and endowed
us with a bounteous hand. Moreover, it is one thing to offerone’s
self to bear a heavy burden which is not to be imposed for acon-
siderable time, and another to feel the weight of it on one’s
shoulders, and yet bear it readily; in the one case the burden is
felt only in the imagination and in the promptitude of the will;
in the latter it actually weighs one down and makes itself felt in
reality. What beautiful resolutions we sometimes make during
prayer in time of spiritual consolation! 'Then, with the zealous
Peter, we would wish to go to death for Christ; but when there
is question of really suffering, of bearing some little cross or stroke
of adversity for God’s sake, what sour faces we make! Then it
costs us trouble enongh to follow Christ at a distance, with down-
cast hearts and sad demeanor, like Peter.

Perhaps, then, you wonder, my dear brethren, that I try to find
out something in praise of St. Joseph from the fact that he act-
ed as a great hero in being always satisfied and contented with
the will of God. Why should he not have been? If ever a man
in the world had cause for leading a joyous and contented life, it
was Joseph.  For what greater good fortune could hLe have ex-
pected than to be the foster-father and to be called the father
of Jesus Christ, the Son of the eternal God? Than tohave as his
spouse that most blessed virgin whom the princes of heaven
honor with the ntmost reverence as their queen? 'The mere rec-
ollection of the name of Jesus fills St. Bernard with overwhelm-
ing joy: ‘“Jesus, sweettothe memory, and giving true joy to the
heart ; but sweeter than honey and all sweetness is His sweet
presence.” ' What must then have been the joy of Joseph in al-
ways being in the presence of Jesusand Mary, holding to the one
the relations of a father to his child, and to the other those of a
most chaste spouse with his virginal bride? Wherever he turned
his eyes, he saw one or other of them; if he sat at table, his
companions were Jesus and Mary; if he was employed in his

1 Jesu duleis memoria. dane vera cordis gaudia ; sed super mel et omnia ejus dulcis prae-
sentia.

always re-
signed to
the wil' of
God in ad-
versity.

St. Joseph
had indeed,
curing his
life, the
happinessof
the society
of Jesus
and Mary.



Yet he had
also trials
to bear:
his lowly
condition.

Trials be-
fore and in
the birth
of Christ.

42 On Josepl’s Conformily with the Wil of God.

workshop, the divine Child was with him as his apprentice. Oh,
who can imagine the consolation that filled the heart of Joseph
with two such amiable companions! ¢ Heaven,” says Gerson,
““envied such inhabitants to the earth.” '  And therefore Joseph
had good reason to be satisfied with the Lord.

I acknowledge it, my dear brethren, but the same God who is
wont to mingle joy and sorrow for His devout servants on earth
did not wish to spare the foster-father of Ilis Son, but gave him
frequent opportunities of proving his virtne. I will say nothing
now of the poor condition, lowly in the eyes of the world, in
which Joseph lived, for before and after the birth of Christ he
had to earn his bread by hislabor, although he was descended from
royal blood, and had as his ancestors great and mighty monarchs
whom God Himself had placed on the throne. And it is no
small matter for a man who has come down in the world to be
satisfied with the divine will. There isnothing more humiliat-
ing to one of rich and noble descent than to be forced to live in
poverty and lowliness; and I take as witnesses to the truth of this
all who have had experience of it. And yet Joseph was content-
ed and happy in his poverty, becanse such was the will of God,
even before he had the happiness of seeing the Saviour. e was
satisfied as long as he could by his toil support himself, and after-
wards that God to whose service he had dedicated his whole life.

Was it not a hard trial for him, as the gospel of to-day tells us,
fluctuating as he was between hope and fear, love and grief, to be
compelled to think it necessary for him to put away Mary, his
most beloved spouse? And yet, as St. Jerome, quoted by Cor-
nelius & Lapide, says, he did not even entertain a wrong suspicion
of the Blessed Virgin, but left the mystery which he could not
understand, and himself, as well, in the hands of Providence,
without a murmur, until the angel appeared to him and explained
all.  Was it not a hard and bitter thing for him, when the Bless-
ed Virgin was about to bring forth the Saviour, to arrive at Beth-
Iehem in the depth of winter, and find all the inns of the place
closed against him, so that he was obliged to find shelter in an
abandoned stable, exposed to wind and weather, where there was
neither chair ner bed, fire nor hearth, food nor comfort of any
kind? Truly, the greater his love for the Blessed Virgin, the
more intense his desire to behold the Son of God, the more violent
and bitter must also have been his grief and anguish at seeing

1 Invidebat terris tales habitatores coelum.
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«he poverty and destitution to which they were abandoned. But
such was the will of God, and therefore Joseph was quite satisfied.

Was it not a hard and bitter thing, and therefore one that could
not be accomplished without an heroic resignation on his part to
the divine will, to have to fly into Egypt with Mary and her
Child at the command of the angel? ¢ Arise,” said the angel to
him, ‘“and take the Child and Ilis Mother, and fly into Egypt,
and be there until I shall tell thee ”? ' Truly, the command was
a hard one! Let us consider the circumstances of it briefly.
Arise, and fly; such was the order. When? at what time? In
the middle of the night, for the angel appeared t¢ him during
his sleep, and that, too, in the depth of winter. Fly; with whom?
With the Child and His Mother. Fly; whither? Iuto the un-
known, wild, and far-off land of Egypt. Fly; how long were they
to remain there? ¢¢Be there until I'shall tell thee.” And why?
“For it will come to pass that Herod will seek the Child to de-
stroy Him.”* And behold, Joseph starts otf at once, without ask-
ing any questions, and without a moment’s hesitation: < Who

Especially
in the flight
into Egypt.

arose, and took the Child and His Mother by night, and retired .

into Egypt.”* Had he not good reason for objecting, and saying
to the angel, as St. Chrysostom remarks: But why should I fly?
Why should I go into that terrible land? *“from my own coun-
try, into exile; from my friends, among strangers; from the chos-
en people of God, to idolaters; from the hLoly temple in Jerusa-
lem, to the shrines of idols in Egypt?” * where there is no
one who knows us? no one whom we know? Who will provide
us with the means of livelihood? Where shall we find a house
to shelter us? Is there no nook or corner in Judea where the
Child may be hidden with His own friends® Why should we
have to go into such a remote, heathen land? And if we must
go, at least let us wait till to-morrow, and have the daylight for
our journey! Why should I depart in the dark night? The
Child is young and small, the Mother weak and tender; I do
not know the way; I have not a farthing of money for food; let
us at all events make the preparations necessary for such a long
and toilsome road. No! Joseph was ready at the least sign

1 Surge, et accipe puerum et matrem ejus, et fuge in Agyptum, et esto ibi usque dum di-
cam tibi.—Matt. i, 13.

2 Futurum est enim ut Herodes qugerat puerum ad perdendum eum.—Ibid.

8 Qui consurgens, accepit puerum et matrem ejus nocte, et secessit in Egyptum.—1Ibid. 14,

4 Ex patria in exilium, a meis ad extraneos, ad sacrilegos a sanctis, a templo Del sancio
quod est in Jerusalem, ad fana deemonum, que sunt in ZEgypto ?—S. Chrys. Hom. 8. in Matt
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that God gave him by the angel: ‘“ Who arose and took the Chils
and His Mother by night, and retired into Egypt; ” in the dark
night, without provisions, ignorant of the way, and yet without
any auxiety as to what should happen to him. He placed al
his care in the hands of that God who had commanded him t;,
set out. But, continues St. Chrysostom, if he refrained from:
asking questions abont his own comforts, he might at least have
made some pretext of considering the honor of the Saviour, and
said: <“Thou, O dear angel, hast said that this Child will save
His people; and now He cannot save Himself from danger, but
we are obliged to take to flight? ”* What will the shepherds
think who came here to adore Him? What will al1 think who
have heard that He is the Saviour of the wzrl2? Is that the
great Son of God? they will say; and must He now meanly seek
safety in flight, because Ie is unable to protect Himself from
the attacks of a mortal man otherwise? Cannot He who called
the three kings from the Kast ‘o adorc Him and do homage
to Him as God—cannot He wii the neart of Herod, or, if the
latter is quite hardened in hi. r.ge and presumption, at least
avoid his attacks in some othsr manner than by taking flight so
hastily? All that hear of if shall think themselves deceived,
and be ashamed of having believed the Child to be the Messias.
And if He must fly, why not allow usto go into the Hast, to those
three kings, who will receive us with due honor, and before all
their people acknowledge and adore the Child as God? But
Joseph said nothing of the kind; it was enough for him to know
the will of God. ¢“He who has learned perfect obedience,”
says St. Gregory, ¢ does not know how to criticise or ask ques-
tions; ” * he resigns himself completely to the will of God. It
is not for him to usk: Why is this, or that? Why should I do so?
Why at such an inconvenient time? It was a question of the
kind that the hellish serpent suggested to the woman: <“ And he
said to the woman: Why hath God commanded you, that you
should not eat of every tree of paradise? ”* Far be such ques-
tioning from the obedient Joseph! far, therefore, from the just
Joseph! Arise, and fly, said the angel. And he got up at once
and fled; it was all one to him how he should find the way, how

! Tu, chare angele, paulo ante dicebas: quia puer hic salvabit populum suum; et nunc
seipsum quidem non potest de periculls liberare, sed fuga nobis necessaria est ?

2 Nesclt scrutari, et interrogare, quisquis perfecte didicit obedire.

? Qui dixit ad mulierem: cur praeceplt vobis Deus ut non comederetis de onsmi ligno
waradisi ?—Gen. iii. 1.



On Josepl's Conformity with the Wil of God. 45

he should fare, how live in Egypt, how long he wasto remain
there; all this he left to the will and providence of God, who
commanded him to set out; and with that will he was satisfied.

Nay, I may say that while he was in the cottage at Naz- I the daity

areth, after his return from Egypt, although he had the great :"k:'ff'“;fl
comfort of living in the Holy Family, yet Joseph was never ail of which
without secret sorrow and interior trials; for without doubt Our ::"“’Z)’Izw
Lord, who foretold Iis passion and death to Ilis disciples, must resigned to
also have spoken of them to His mother and foster-father. 1low 2‘&“"“ o
that revelation must have pained the heart of Joseph I leave
you to judge, fathers and mothers, who know what it is to have
even a suspicion of misfortune or calamity to your children.
What bitter grief it must have caused him to see Jesus standing
at his side, working and helping him at his trade, and to think,
at the same time: Those hands shall one day be pierced with the
nails; this foster-son of mine shall be fastened to the cross, and
held up to the scorn and mockery of the world! Meanwhile he
was satisfied with it all, since such was the will of the heavenly
Father.

O holy St. Joseph, what a beautiful example thou hast left Like him,
to posterity! But how it puts to shame my inordinate anxiety, K:;]T:':
trouble, disquiet, fear, impatience, chagrin, and annoyance satisted.
when any contradiction happens to me! How it puts to shame
my little confidence in the providence of God when any evil
threatens; iy dissatisfaction with the divine will when the evil
actually happens! Ah, imprint deeply on my heart and the
hearts of all present this day the words: Such is the will of God;
so that we may never forget them, and may find encouragement
and contentment in them in all the accidents of life. Truly,
my dear brethren, that is the foundation of all contentment in
a man as long as he lives on this earth; to know, namely, that
everything, sin alone excepted, that happens in this world is ac-
cording to the decree of the almighty God. ¢ Whatever hap-
pens against your will,” says St. Augustine, ‘“ you must know
does not happen unless according to the will of God, the provi-
dence of God, the command of God, the laws of God; ”* and in-
deed it is for your greater good. Ience when you sometimes
think with disgust and discontent: That man is rich, and lives in
abundance,while I am poor, and have to suffer hunger and thirst;

1 Quidquid aceidit contra voluntater: tuain noveris id non accidere nisi ex voluntate Dei.
de providentia Dei, de nutu Dei, de legibus Dei.—S. Aug. in Ps. cxlviii.
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remember, at the same time, to your consolation and comfort:
such is the will of God. That man is in a high position,and I am
but as the dust under his feet: such is the will of God; that man
is strong and healthy, while T am always sickly and delicate:
such is the will of God; everything that man puts his hand to
thrives, while Iam always unlucky: such is the will of God; the
one child is deformed, the best son lies dangerously ill, the father,
the mother, the husband, the wife is dead; that misfortune has
happened me, that lawsuit is lost, and so on: such is the will of
God. God wishes things to be so, and that, too, for my greater
good; then I can and must be satisfied, and, with St. Joseph, say
with a joyful and contented spirit what I daily ask and pray for
to my heavenly Father: Thy will be done! Not as I will, but as
Thou wilt. Do with me and all mine as seems good to Thee! In
this, as I have often told you, consists real piety and true per-
fection and holiness; namely, to do, omit, suffer, what, when,
how, and because God wills, be it in little and mean or in great
and wonderful and astonishing things. In this consists a man’s
true happiness, the greatest Liec can enjoy on earth; namely, to re-
sign himself fully to God’s providence, and be always satisfied
with the divine will and decree. In this sense the words of the
Wise Man are beyond a doubt: ‘“ Whatsoever shall befall the just
man it shall not make him sad.” ' Whereupon Salvianus says:
Nothing makes the just man sad; for if he is humbled, it is ac-
cording to his desire, since it is the will of God; if he is poor,
he wishes to be so, because it is pleasing to God; and as he wills all
that God wills, he always has what he wants, and how he wants
it, during his life. Even death itself does not frighten the just
man; he is ready to die, if such is the will of God. And with
regard to this latter point, again you have a perfect model in St.
Joseph. For he was satisfied with the Lord, not only during
his life, but also in his death, which he accepted willingly and
readily, at the command of God, as we shall briefly see in the

Second Part.

Whenever the question is asked: Who had the most joyful and
happy death, our thonghts usually revert to St. Joseph; for al-
thongh the Holy Scriptures say nothing express on the matter,
the general opinion of the holy Fathers and other authors is that
he died before Our Lord, and in the presence of Jesusand Mary.

7 Non contristabit justum quidquid ei acciderit.—Prov. xil. 21.
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Here againit might seem as if he had not much toboast of in being his belovec
willing to accept death under such circumstances, and in being family.
content to die. Oh, our hearts begin to bound with joy and desire
at the bare thought of it! Ah, we say, who wounld not die sweet-
ly and peaceably with Jesns on one side and Mary on the other
to close hiseyes! DBut, my dear brethren, from that very circum-
stance I conclude that the death of Joseph must have been very
hard and bitter, only that he was so just and knew so well how
to be resigned to the will of God. For in the first place, how is
it that even a good and holy man has sometimes a great horror of
death when he thinks of it being close at hand? From what
else can that come, but from the natural and inborn desire that
all men feel to be and to remain with those whom they love, who
love them, and from whom they know that death is about to
separate them violently? < Doth bitter death separate in this
manner? "' think most people with that king of the Amulecites.
What is harder and more bitter than for a father to leave his wife
and dear children by a premature death, without the hope of
ever seeing them again in this life? Indeed, the relations of the
dying man are often kept away from his death-bed. lest they
should add by their presence to his pains. Now, was there ever
a spouse dearer to her husband than Mary to St. Joseph? Tad
ever father a more loving child than Jesus was to him, in whose
presence he found his daily consolation, as we have seen already?
And now death had eome to separate him from this most agree-
able and loved company! Was he not sorely troubled when, as
St. Luke describes, he lost the Child Jesus, who had remained .
behind in the temple for three days? How he grieved at having
to be without Him even for that short time! And the Mother
of God gave expression to the sorrow that he concealed in his
heart: <= Son, why hast Thou done so to us? Behold, Thy father
and I bave sought Thee sorrowing.”* What, then, must have been
his feelings when he saw that he was about to die, and that he
would never again on earth lay eyes on those whom he loved so
dearly?

Again, if ever he had reason for wishing for a longer life he had gtna?ﬁ::"(’]?
it then. Tt is chiefly anxiety for their children that makes par- sire fora
ents desirous of living longer, and therefore you often hear them longerlfe
sighing: Oh, how will my poor children fare when I am gone!

v Siceine separat amara mors ?—I. Kings xv. 32.
2 Fill, quid fecisti nobis sic 7 ecce pater tuus et ego dolentes quserebamus te.—Luke ii. 48,
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If I only saw my son, my daughter settled I should die content-
ed! And do we think that Joseph had lost all natural affections
and inclinations? Must he not have felt a wish to know how
things would go with Christ, the Son of (God? to see and, to his
great delight, hear his supposed Son publicly preaching the gos-
pel, healing the sick, raising the dead, and performing all sorts
of wonders, and how, after His death, He would draw the whole
world to adore Him? But that consolation was denied him; he
had to die.

And, most bitter of all, to what place had he to go after death?
O just and holy men, do not complain of death; be neither
troubled nor afflicted at the idea of leaving and being parted
from your dear ones, for you are going to a far better place,
into heaven, where countless friends of God, along with all the
angels, await you, in whose society you will rejoice forever! And,
as I have said on a former occasion, this is a consideration that
makes a pious man on his death-bed feel comfortable and happy
at the thought of leaving the world; for he says to himself: What
I leave here is very little, and for that I shall be placed over
many things, and enter into the joy of my Lord. Hence I am
not surprised that so many saints longed eagerly for death, and
prepared for it as for a joyous wedding feast. I am strait-
ened,” says the Apostle, I suffer violence, ‘“ having a desire to
be dissolved and to be with Christ.”' I believe thee, holy Apos-
tle; thou hast good reason for thy desire! Why? Ile answers:
““For we know if our earthly house of this habitation be dissolved,
that we have a building of God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in heaven;” thither all my desires tend; “ for in this
also we groan, desiring to be clothed upon with our habitation
that is from heaven.”?® The same sure hope inspired others with
such joy that they could not hide it at the approach of death, but
were forced to show it openly, and with joyful accents to sing:
Te Deum laudamus! Others, with Simeon, cried out: *“ Now
Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord! according to Thy word, in
peace;”* others, with David: ‘I rejoiced at the things that
were said to me: We shall go into the house of the Lord.”*

1 Coarctor; desiderium habens dissolvi et esse cum Christo.— Philipp. i. 23.

2 Scimus enim quoniam si terrestris domus nostra hujus habitationis dissolvatur, quod
@dificationem ex Deo habemus, domum non manufactam, eternam in ccelis. Nam et in
noc Ingemiscimus, habitationem nostram, quse de ccelo est, superindui enpientes.—II. Cor.
7.1, 2.

8 Nune dimittis servum tuum, Domine, secundum verbum tuum in pace —Luke if. 29,
4 Leetatus sum in his quee dieta sunt mibl : in domum Domini ibimus.—Ps. ¢xxi. 1.



On Josepl's Conformity with the Will of God. 49

¢ Come, my soul, my sister, my spouse,” * said St. Jerome, speak-
ing to death. Our St. Aloysius began, with smiling face, to
sing on his death-bed: ‘“We go with joy! we go with joy!”*
Whither? asked a Father who was standing by. ¢¢To heaven!
to heaven!”® DBut where had Joseph to go after death? To
heaven? No, indeed! The door was still shut fast, nor was it
opened until Christ entered, after death, in triumph with His
saints, Where had Joseph to go meanwhile? To a gloomy hole
in the earth, to the limbo of the fathers, where those poor
souls had to wait for their redemption, for they could not come to
that God whom they knew to be their only Good, and whom they
desired to see; not otherwise than a son, who, on his return from
a long journey, stands on one side of a river, looking with many
asigh at his father’s house, longing to enter it after twenty years’
absence, but cannot do so because he has not a boat to carry
him over. Hear the heartrending sighs with which those poor
souls in the days of old implored the obdurate heaven and earth
as well: ““ Oh, that thou wouldst rend the heavens!”* Ah, that
they would send down the Saviour! ¢ Let the earth be opened
and bud forth a saviour.” * Now think of this, my dear breth-
ren, and see whether it would not have pleased him better to have
remained longer on earth, and to have enjoyed the heaven he
found in the society of Jesus and Mary!

O dear Lord! is it thus Thou allowest Thy dear foster-father
to leave Thee, and to go ““into the region of the shadow of
death” ?° King Ezechias, when his death was foretold to him,
begged of Thy Father for a respite in the following mournful
prayer: ‘“I beseech Thee, O Lord, remember how I have walked
before Thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have done
that which is good in Thy sight.”” And Thy Father heard
him, and prolonged his life for fifteen years, as Isaias tells us.
And couldst not Thou, divine Son, have obtained a similar
favor for Thy foster-father, and kept him in life until he might
have entered heaven glorionsly with Thee? Hast Thou not

1 Veni, anima mea, soror mea, sponsa!

? Leetantes imus ! leetantes imus!

3 Ad ccelum! ad ecelum!

4 Utinam disrumperes coelos.—Is. 1xiv. 1.

S Aperiatur terra, et germinet salvatorem.—Ibid, xlv. 8.

¢ In regionem umbrz mortis.—Ibid. ix. 2.

7 Obsecro Domine, memento quaso, quomodo ambulaverim coram te in veritate, ot in
corde perfecto, et quod bonum est in oculis tuis fecerim.—Ibid. xxxviii. 3.
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said: ‘¢ All things are delivered to Me by My Father” ?* Didst
Thou not restore to the widow of Naim her dead son, and raise
from the grave Lazarus, who was already beginning to decay?
And when Thy friends remembered the premature death of
Joseph, could they not with reason have said of Thee, as the
Jews did: ‘¢ Could not He that opened the eyes of the man born
blind have caused that this man should not die?”* Might
they not have wondered why Thou who didst raise the dead to
life couldst not prolong Joseph’s life, for a time at least? Was
the prayer of Thy foster-father, then, of less efficacy with Thee
than that of King Ezechias? I beseech Thee, O Son! he might
have said with much more reason than Ezechias, remember how
I have walked before Thee; remember the fatherly care I be-
stowed on Thee from Thy childhood! Remember how often I
have carried Thee in my arms! Remember how I saved Thee
from the fury of Herod, and how for Thy sake I had to under-
take long journeys here and there, and to fly with Thee into
Egypt! Remember how I labored in the sweat of my brow to
find food for Thee! So might Joseph have prayed, and he would
assuredly have been heard; but the thought of such a prayer
never even entered his mind. For he had learned from the di-
vine Son, who was always subject to him, to resign himself cheer-
fully even to such a death, since it was the will of God. He
who during his life set out for the wild land of Egypt in the
middle of the night, without any provision for the journey, at
the first word of the angel, and without a word of opposition,
now, with the same readiness, not hesitating a moment, sets out
on his journey to limbo. This one thought was enough for him: .
such is the will of God.

My dear brethren, it is time for me to conclude. There you
have a perfect model of resignation to the divine will, as I prom-
ised to give it you. St. Joseph was satisfied with the Lord’s will
during his life, satisfied with it in his death, hard though it
was for him. And learn this, too: the best means of ensuring a
happy death is to offer one’s self to the Lord to die how, when,
and where it may be pleasing to Him. Hear St. Augustine:
¢ There are some who say that they do not wish to die that they
may become more perfect, whereas their perfection consists in

1 Omnia mihi tradita sunt a Patre meo.—Luke x. 22.
3 Non poterat hie, qui aperuit oculos cceci nati, facere ut hic non moreretur 7—John xi. 37,
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And what he means by this is:
He who desires to become perfect must prepare to live so that
he may be willing to die at any hour or moment when the Cre-
ator gives the sign; for we cannot offer to God a more agreeable
sacrifice than to give Ilim, according to Iis will, that which we
hold most dear of all things, namely, our life. 'Therefore I con-
clude with St. John Chrysostom: “ Let us offer to God as a gift
what we are obliged to offer Him as a debt.”* Let us live pious-
ly, holily, and according to the will of God, and then nothing
will prevent us from being willing to die according to the will
of God! Obtain for us this willingness and readiness, O holy
St. Joseph! And if fear or anguish should trouble us on our
death-beds, do thou assist us with those whose hands closed thy
eyes in death, that is, with Jesus and Mary; and then, after thy
example, we, too, shall die contented. Amen.

FORTY-SECOND SERMON.
ON ST. JOSEPH AS THE PATRON OF THE DYING.

Subject.

St. Joseph is a comforter and helper in the extreme necessity
of approaching death; therefore he should be constantly invoked
by us all, and with the most tender devotion and reverence.—
Preached on the feast of St. Joseph.

Text.

Cumque appropinquare cerneret diem mortis suew, vocavit fili-
wm suum Joseph.—Gen. xlvii. 29.
‘“And when he saw that the day of his death drew nigh, he
called his son Joseph.”
Introduction.

The sole earthly comfort of the aged Jacob was his son Jo-
seph; and when the old patriarch heard that his dear child was
still alive, ‘“heawaked, as it were, out of a deep sleep. . .and he
said: It is enough for me if Joseph, my son, be yetliving.” * And
when he had seen him in Egypt, and embraced him, it seemed

! Sunt aliqui qui dicunt, ideo se nolle mori, ut proficiant ; cum tamen profectus eorum in
hoce ipso situs sit, quod mori velint.

* Offeramus Dei pro munere, quod pro debito tenemur reddere.

3 Quaside gravisomnoevigilans ... et ait: Sufficit mihi si adhuc Joseph filius meus vivit.—
Gen. xlv. 26, 28.
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as if he had lived long enough and had nothing more left to
wish for on earth: ¢ Now shall I die with joy,” he exclaimed,
““because I have seen thy face.”' And when he knew the day
of his death to be at hand, he called his son Joseph, as if he had
no other sons. To him alone he commended himself and the
eare of his other children; in his arms he wished to die, and hig
eyes were to be closed by Joseph, as the Lord had promised him:
¢“Joseph also shall put his hands upon thy eyes.”* My dear
brethren, all know well that the Joseph of those days was a
figure and symbol of our holy St. Joseph, the foster-father of
Christ and the spouse of the Blessed Virgin. O archdiocese
of Treves, how well thou hast done in choosing as thy patron
this great Saint! Great reason hast thou on this day to congratu-
late thyself, as thou art doing, by holding this joyful feast in
his honor, for Our Lord could not have given thee a mightier
or better defender, after His blessed Mother, nor couldst thou
have chosen a better consoler in all thy necessities. Happy
country, if thou only remainest constant in thy love and confi-
dence to him, and in thy efforts to honor him! More than
happy all who in trials and difficulties, and especially at the ap-
proach of death, call on St. Joseph and receive from him the
great grace of having him to assist at their death and close their
eyes! For after Jesus and Mary, there is no one who can better
help and console in that dangerous time than he. If I succeed
in proving this latter point, I hope and desire with all my heart
to awaken in you and me a more firm contidence in, and a zeal-
ous, constant devotion and love for this holy patron.

Plan of Discourse.

St. Joseph is a comforter and protector in the extreme neces-
sity of approaching death; therefore he should be tnvoked by all
with the greatest and most tender devotion and reverence. Such
is the whole subject of this sermon.

Most holy St. Joseph, obtain for us that childlike trust and
constant reliance on thee from and by those whom thou hast in
thy power, that is, from Jesus, thy Child, and Mary, thy spouse!
1Ielp us herein, ye holy angels!

There are many kinds of helpers and friends in this world as
long as we live together; most people experience their services

1 Jam laetus moriar, quia vidi faciem tuam.—Gen. x1vi. 30,
2 Joseph quogque ponet manus suas super oculos tuos.—Ibid. 4.
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when they least need them; few can profit by them when really and nelper
in want. ¢ There is a friend for his own occasion,” says the ™ "%
Wise Man, ‘“and he will not abide in the day of thy trouble.”’

As long as things go well, and people may hope for something

from you, you need not seek long for friends; they will come in
troops of their own accord; but if the wheel of fortune takes a

turn, if the time of want comes on, *“ he will not abide;” there

are few who will stand by you; the most of them will turn their
backs on you, and say to themselves: I must look after myself.
Then, too, others are afraid of showing their friendship or rela-
tionship, lest they might be asked to help, to give proof of their

good will, and to assist in the time of need. Then you see that ¢
you have built on sand, that the professions of good will were

only empty words, mere lip-service, and you learn the truth of

the proverb: A friend in need is a friend indeed.

And granted that there are some whose feelings are upright No oue can
in tlis respect, and who, like true friends, stand by you in your ig‘xdgﬁp
necessities, where in the whole world can you find any one to in deatn,
help in your most extreme necessity, when you are most in want
of help, that is, in the last moments of your life? There is no
one in the world who can comfort us then, no matter how near
he may be to us, or how great his love for ns. In that hour of
death, when help and consolation are so badly needed, no comfort,
nor assistance, nor counsel can be expected from any one. We
may call as much as we please, but in vain; no one can aid, no
one can assuage our pain; in the hour of death all friendship is
severed, all love is at an end. The dying man alone knows how
he feels at heart; he must leave all and depart alone; he must
set out on the unknown way to ‘“ the house of his eternity.” *

O necessity above all necessities! ““ Death is the most terrible Although it
of all terrible things!”* such is the lament of all philosophers, ' gt
heathen and Christian. Terrible on account of the past, terrible nceds, in
in the present, terrible on account of the future, terrible inall its :Lgi?;ewe
circumstances, each one of which is enough to make a cold sweat quire neip.
come over the dying man, and to cause his hair to stand on end!

To die is to be separated at once and forever from the world and
everything in it; never more to see the light of day; O sad
necessity! To die is to be torn away violently from parents,

1 Est enim amicus secundum tempus suum, et non permanebit in die necessitatis.—Ecclus,
vi. 8

2 In domum geternitatis suse.—Ibid. xii, 5.
3 Terribilium omnium terribilissimum mors!
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children, friends, acquaintances, and from all we love best; O
bitter necessity! To die is to be robbed of house and home,
money and wealth, service and occupation, joy and pleasure; for
none of all those things may be taken on the road to eternity;
O hard necessity! To die is to depart in the greatest agony of
body, in desolation of soul, in the darkness of the glassy eyes, in
the dumbness of the tongue, in the loss of the use of all the sen-
ses; O painful necessity! "T'o die is to arrive at that time when
all our sins, even those we now know little of as to their gravity
and number, so that we hold them as grains of mustard-seed, as
weak threads—that time when even they will lie like a millstone
on our breasts, drawing us down into the abyss; O dolorous ne-
cessity! To die is to arrive at that time when the words will be
said: ¢“Time shall be no longer.”"' No more time to atone for
past faunlts, to do penance for sin, to advance the affair of our
salvation; O necessity full of anguish! To die is to come to that
time when the devil will put forth his utmost strength, summon
all his rage and hatred, call together all the forces of hell to
bring the poor soul to despair in the last moment, that he may
drag it down with him into eternal flames. “The devil is come
down, having great wrath, knowing that he hath but a short
time; 7 * O dangerous necessity! To die is to travel and not
know where to go; O terrible necessity! To die is to go to
judgment, in which one is to be pronounced blessed forever
or to be lost eternally; O fearful necessity!
In vain Wo to me if at that time I have no friend whom I can call on
:gzzlgnﬁe for help! Would youn then wish to appeal to those who so care-
uponour  fully follow the world and its vanities? whose thoughtsand cares
friends. from morning till night are directed solely to temporal gain, prof-
it, and wealth? Try if they can give you any assistance in that
hour. Death may not be turned aside by money; the Author of
life may not be bribed; in that hour rich and poor are on an
equality. Wo to you if you have no other consolation to hope
for! (Call, in your need, on those whose favor you now rely on so
confidently, in whose service you now wear out body and soul,
for whose sake you now risk soul and conscience; see whether
death will have any respect for them. Wo toyoun if you have
no other help to expect! Call, in your need, on that person to

= fempus non erit amplius.—Apoc. x. 6.
2 Descendit diabolus, habens iram magnam, sclens quod modicum tempus habet.—~Ibid.
xil, 12,
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whom you now give your heart and affections, whose love you
consider the greatest good; explain the condition in which you
are, and see if help may be looked for from that quarter. Wo
to you if you have no other to call upon! Call, in your need, on
your parents, your children, your husband, your wife, for whose
sake you have borne so much care, labor, and toil, that things
might be well with them. Wo to you if you have no one else
to appeal to! They will stand around your death-bed, they will
shed tears, they will mourn; but to save you from your extrem-
ity, go with you into eternity, speak to your Judge for you—that
they will not, cannot; that cannot be done by any one on earth.

My dear brethren, why have I spoken of those matters to-day st.Joseph
so muach in detail? That you may know how highly we are to iiz;;“znd
honor, how diligently to invoke, how earnestly to reverence and protector in
love him who can then help and assist us; for we must judge of [ hour of
the value of the help given from the greatness of the need and i
from the scarcity of help to be hoped for; that will show us the
value and advantage of the friend. A helper of that kind, after
his virginal spouse, is in a special sense St. Joseph; and if T were
assured of his favor and good will, and knew that I could with
childlike confidence call on him in my last moments, then, al-
though the hour of death is full of anxiety and terrible anguish
and fear, yet would I ery out, with Jacob, cheerfully and joyfully:

“ Now shall I die with joy, because I have seen thy face.”

For if it is true that all creatures are subject to Joseph, and Shownfrom
must obey the least sign given by him, as the celebrated Ger- :2;19;[::
son asserts, who spared no pains to spread the honor of Joseph the saints.
throughout the world, and who in the Council of Constance
worked hard to have his birthday celebrated in the Church: ““Itis
no wonder,” says he, <“that Christ wished all creatures to obey
Joseph, since Christ Himself obeyed him;” ' then in that hour
the power of the devil must yield to the power of the protection
of Joseph, so that the evil one cannot vex or disturb me. If it
is true, as the angelic Doctor St. Thomas of Aquin expressly says,
that <“it is granted to Joseph to help in all necessities ” *—and
that opinion is confirmed by St. Teresa, so enlightened in all
divine things, who says: I know by experience that this glorious
Saint helps in all necessities; a confidence that impelled the

1 Non mirum si Christus voluit ut omnes creaturse obedirent Josepho, cum et ipse se
obediens ei exstiterit.
2 Sanctissimo Josepho in omni necessitate concessum est opitulari.
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Catholic Church, and especially this archdiocese of Treves, to
choose St. Joseph as patron—then there is no doubt that the ex-
treme necessity of death is not excepted; for to what purpose
should he help us during life if he left us at the hour on which
our salvation depends? What good is it to me to have safely
sailed the high seas if 4 am wrecked in port? No; let other
saints have from God the power of helping in special cases dur-
ing life; the Almighty has set no bounds to the power of Jo-
seph in this respect: ¢“ It is granted to Joseph to help in all ne-
cessities,” without exception, and therefore much more in the
hour of death.

This power is founded on the two titles of honor that are pe-
culiar to him alone among all the aungels and saints; for on the
one hand he is the foster-father of his Creator, and on the other
the spouse of the Queen of heaven, Mary, by whose hands, as
St. Bernard says, God dispenses all His graces. Who could im-
agine that such a child can deny anything to the request of such
a father, or that such a spouse could refuse to grant the prayer
of her bridegroom? Yet why do I speak of prayers? They
might indeed be necessary to other saints, but not to St. Joseph;
he, says Gerson, need not ask anything of Christ; he has bnt to
command and give orders.” It is true that other saints confer
countless benefits on us by the help of God, but it is by their
prayers and entreaties, as servants are wont to entreat their mas-
ters, and God Himself addresses them in those terms: ¢ Well
done, good and faithful servant.” * Or else they speak as court-
iers to their sovereign, as David calls the angels: ¢“ You minis-
ters of His that do Iis will.” * Or, at the very farthest, as one
friend would speak to another, as Christ called Ilis apostles: ¢ I
have called you friends.” * Josepl, on the other hand, speaks to
Him as a father to his son; he need not ask anything of Christ;
he has but to command and give orders; he can do what he
wishes without entreaty; his authority, his will is enough.
Therefore beyond all doubt so powerful a saint can help if he
will, even in the extreme necessity of death, more than the other
saints; and if I make sure of his friendship by devotion and love
to him, what comfort and help may I not expect from him in

! Non impetrat, sed imperat ; non orat, sed ordinat.

* Euge, serve bone et fidelis.—Matt. xxv. 21,

3 Ministri ejus qui facitis voluntatem ejus.—Ps. eii. 21.
¢ Vos autem dixi amicos.—John xv. 15,



On St. Joseph as the Patron of the Dying. 57

that hour, in which, if he abandoned me, he would see his child
go down to eternal death?

We find a figure of the departing soul in the Israelites when
they were leaving Egypt and had come to the Red Sea. IPoor
people, what were your feelings on the occasion? ¢ They fearcd
exceedingly,” says the Scripture, ‘“and cried to the Lord; "'
everywhere were heard groanings and lamentations, as if fear and
anguish possessed them all. For before them they saw nothing
but the sea, that threatened to swallow them up in its waves; if
they looked behind they saw Pharao and his hosts coming after
them, full of rage and fury. And what happened to them?
Moses held his rod over the sea, and made a dry path for them to
cross over without danger. Why did God work this prodigy by
the hand of Moses, since on other occasions it was Aaron who
performed miracles by the same rod? 1In the preceding chapter
we read: ‘¢ Moses took Joseph’s bones with him, because he had
adjured the children of Israel, saying: God shall visit you;
carry out my bones from hence with you.” * Asif, according to
some interpreters, the memory of such a great benefit should be
coupled with the memory of Joseph, their first benefactor. Be
that as it may, we have far more reason for taking this incident as
a figure of the power of the intercession of our St. Joseph. My
dear brethren, the time shall come when we shall have to travel
out of this world into an unknown land, and to arrive at that
shore where we shall have nothing before us but the boundless
ocean of eternity, and behind us the rage of pursuing demons;
before us the fathomless sea of the judgments of God: ¢ Thy
judgments are a great deep,” * as the Prophet David says; be-
hind us the yelling and gnawing of a disturbed conscience. Oh,
what terrible danger we shall then be in! What anguish and
dread shall overwhelm us! But even then no true child of Jo-
seph’s need be alarmed; his help and assistance shall be far more
powerful to bring the departing soul in safety from the world
than the dead bones of Joseph of old were to save his people.
Ask who was he of whom the Wise Man says that he sat as the
husband of the valiant woman among the judges and senators of
theland: ¢ Her husband is honorable in the gates, when he sitteth

1 Timuerunt valde, clamaveruntque ad Dominum.—Exod. xiv. 10.

2 Tulit quoque Moyses ossa Joseph secum ; eo quod adjurasset filios Israel, dicens: visita-
bit vos Deus, efferte ossa mea hinc vobiscum.—Ibid. xiii. 19,

3 Judicia tua abyssus multa.—Ps. XxXxv. 7.
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among the senators of the land ¥ ?* ¢ He was Joseph,” answers
St. Bonaventure, “ who was given as spouse to Mary;” * he sits
at the gate of eternity, that he may bring his devout clients
safely into the city of glory. Again, why did Our Lord wish to
suffer the bloody sweat in the Garden of Gethsemani? Because,
says St. Gregory, ITe wished to represent the terrible anguish we
shall feel in the judgment that awaits us at the hour of death.” *
Why did this happen in the garden, and not elsewhere? The
great St. Jerome, the Venerable Bede, Suarez, and others be-
lieve that the grave of St. Joseph was in the Garden of Olives,
and therefore that Our Lord went there according to ITis wont to
pray,* as we read in the Elncidarium Virginis. Mark, my dear
brethren, how when the Lord wishes to represent to us the agony
of death Tle goes to the garden, to the grave of St. Joseph, to
let us see that the heavy burden of this last hour will become
light for us under the patronage of St. Joseph, and that we
should have frequent recourse in our prayers and devotions to
this Saint if we wish to enjoy his help and protection at the
hour of death.

If this interpretation should seem far-fetched and doubtful to
some, then T appeal to the general and devount sense of ail Chris-
tians in the Catholic Church; for when there is question of what
sort of a patron any saint is, if the Seripture says nothing of the
matter, almost the only means of finding out the truth is to re-
fer to the general sense of the faithful, since God never inspires
us with confidence in any saint without having appointed him
as our helper in certain things. Look, tifen, at the statues erect-
ed here and there to St. Joseph; generally you will find on them
the inscription: ¢ The patron of the dying;” ® listen to the young
people singing hymns in the church; whenever mention is made
of St. Joseph you will hear something like the following: O
dear St. Joseph, when the fatal hour comes do thou be my pa-
tron, and pray for me to the Avenger and Judge; ° or else: Do
thou be the third, with Jesus and Mary, to assist me when my

1 Nobilis in portis vir ejus, quando sederit cum senatoribus terree.—Prov. xxxi. 23.

2 Hic fuit Joseph, qui datus est Mari in sponsum.

3 Appropinquante morte, nostree mentis in se certamen expressit.—S. Greg. 1. xxv. Moral.
e 17.

4 Ideirco in horto Gethsemani orare solebat, quia avorum et patris Joseph cadavera inclu-
deret.—Elucld. Virg. 2. part. n. 4.

¢ Patronus morientium,

¢ Dilecte mi Josephe, si fatalis instet hora, ad vindicem tum Judicem pro me patronus ora.
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last day has come, and death awaits me with its terrors." And
what else is the meaning of the custom of repeating the names of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in the ears of the dying but to encourage
them and terrify the demons? Is it not a certain sign that this
Saint is regarded as a special helper in the hour of death, being
appointed to that office by God?

Oh, if we could look into the hearts and minds of the dying, By expert.

what consolation and cheerfulness we should find many a one to ®"*
enjoy, who has been devout to St. Joseph, when he hears that
sweet name! If we might call on the departed souls as witnesses,
how many would come forward who have been helped by Joseph
in their last necessity, and brought safely to the gate of heaven!
I cannot refrain from mentioning what I know by personal ex-
perience of a certain dying person who was very devont to St.
Joseph, and whose name is known to many of you from his learn-
ed works; this man, although he had served God in the religious
state for many years, began to be exceedingly troubled when the
end came near; he grew fearful, anxious, down-spirited, nor
could any one succeed in encouraging him; the only answer he
would make to them was: Alas! alas! O inscrutable judgment
of God! O strict justice of God! how will it be with me when
I have to appear before it? At last some one reminded him
of St. Joseph, and told him to be of good heart, for the Saint
whom he loved so tenderly during life would not abandon him in
death. The bare mention of the name seemed to drive away all
the clonds from the sick man’s mind, and instead of moaning
he began to laugh and weep for joy. Shortly before his death
he asked some of us who were standing by to sing quietly the
hymn he wasso accustomed to: Great Joseph, son of David, ete.,”
from the beginning to the eud, and meanwhile he gave every
sign of the consolation he experienced by his cheerful counte-
nance and sweet tears. This occurred a few years ago.

My dear brethren, Joseph is a friend, a helper, and a protector so that we
in the hourof death. I need add no more. And the conclusion ! bave
we have to draw is evident; after the virgin Mother of God, fg’?,in“o?s;’f
there is no better helper to whom we can appeal; therefore we all Joseph-
have good reason to honor this patron whom we have chosen
with all possible devotion, with childlike confidence and constant
love, as long as we live. There is no better helper, for there is

! Eja Jesu et Marise te conjunge tertium, quando me suprema die mors citabit anxium.
2 Magne Joseph, ili David.
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no greater or more dangerous necessity than that of death, in
which, if we are left helpless, it is all up with us forever, and
there is no man on earth from whom help can be hoped for then.
And we all have reason toseek a helper in this necessity, for it is
one that will certainly befall us all, without exception; other ca-
lamities are not general; they occur here and there; but neither
prayers nor entreaties can ward off the stroke of death; we must
all die sooner or later.

Ah, why have I not thought of this before? Why have I not
yun to thee, St. Joseph, for refuge long ago? Why have I not
placed my confidence in thee? Why have I been so niggardly,
slothful, tepid, and cold towards thee; for I have hardly thought
of thee, or I have uttered thy name carelessly, without ferver
or devotion, in prayers I happened to come across now and then
which I said with distracting thoughts. It is true I have not
honored thee as thou deservest! I have not loved thee as my
own advantage and necessity required! From this moment I de-
clare myself thy zealous servant; and I will renew, preserve, and
increase in myself and those belonging to me, as far as I can, a
great esteem and respect for thee by daily invoking thee, and by
advising and helping others to do the same! Every week, aslong
I live, I shall fix on a day to be dedicated to thee by some speci:l
devotion; no business shall steal the time from me, so as to pre-
vent me from attending public devotions in the church when-
ever they are held in thy honor. And now I will ery to thee as
David did to God: ‘“ Depart not from me; for tribulation isvery
near; for there is none to help me.”' The tribulation of death
is coming nearer and nearer, and no one canaid me! ¢ Bethon
my helper; forsake me not.” * Think of thy own time of need,
when the angel said to thee: ‘¢ Arise, and take the Child and His
Mother, and fly into Egypt. For it will come to pass that Herod
will seek the Child to destroy Him.”* Ah, great Saint, I shall be
in extreme distress one day! A terrible trial shall come upon me;
< It will come to pass™ that the hellish Herod will seek my soul,
with all his hosts, and try to fill it with angnish and destroy it!
Arise, then, and take it, thy child, under thy care, that it may
not fall a prey to the hellish wolf! ‘“ Be thou my helper; forsake

1 Ne discesseris a me: quoniam tribulatio proxima est : quoniam non est qui adjuvet.—Ps.
xx1. 12,

2 Adjutor meus esto, ne derelinguas me.—Ibid. xxvi. 9.

! Surge et accipe puerum et matrem ejus, et fuge in Agyptum. Futurum est enim ut He-
rodes quaerat puerum ad perdendum eum.—Matt. ii, 13.
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me not ! ‘It will come to pass ” that my past sins will seek to
drive me to despair; arise; be my helper; forsake me not! It
will come to pass” that my strength and vital powers will grad-
ually leave me, that my dying tongue will not be able to call on
thee, perhaps, that my glassy eyes will not be able to behold thy
picture, that my dead ears will not be able to hear thy sweet
name, that I will knock with fear and trembling at the gate of
eternity, to appear before the judgment-seat of God; arise, then,
and take thy child under thy care; remember the coufidence I
placed in thy intercession, the prayers I now send forth to thee,
and mean to send forth till the end. Be my helper; forsake me
not! And then I shall be able to say to myself with contented
mind, or to think it, if unable to say it: ““ Now shall I die with
joy,” since Joseph is my helper and protector. Amen.



ON THE HOLY APOSTLES.

FORTY-THIRD SERMON.
ON THE HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL.
Subject.

1. The repentance of St. Peter puts many sinners to shame.
2. The zeal of St. Paul puts many just to shame.—Preached on
the feast of SS. Peter and Paul.

Text.

Egressus foras, flevit amare.— Matt. xxvi. 75.
‘“ And going forth, he wept bitterly.”
Charitas Christi urget nos.—I11. Cor. v. 14,
¢“The charity of Christ presseth us.”

Introduction.

To-day I am obliged to use a twofold text, as it is my inten-
tion to sound the praises of the two greatest apostles in this ser
mon. The first text represents the bitter tears of repentance shed
by St. Peter: ¢“ Going forth, he wept bitterly.” The other refers
to St. Paul, whose love of God allowed him to enjoy neither rest
nor ease. ‘“The charity of Christ presseth us.” In both we
find much worthy of imitation; the one being an example for
sinners, the other for the just. In the first we see a wonderful
spirit of repentance for past sins; in the other a wonderful zeal
for the honor of Our Lord. This sermon shall be a panegyric of
both those apostles, and at the same time show how their con-
duct puts many Christians to shame. Namely:

Plan of Discourse.

The repentance of St. Peter puts many sinners to shame : the
Jfirst part.  The zeal of St. Paul puts many just to shame: the

second part.
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Jesus Christ, whom with Thy apostles we all acknowledge to
be the Son of the living God, look on me and all sinners with
those eyes with which Thon didst look on Peter, so that, like him,
we may weep bitterly for our sins; inflame our hearts with that
fire which Thou didst kindle in St. Paul, that with him we may
in future love Thee zealously above all things! This we humbly
beg of Thee through Mary, the Queen of the apostles, and the
intercession of our holy guardian angels. SS. Peter and Paul,
lend me some of your zeal and spirit, that I may announce your
praise to our own confusion and salutary amendment!

That unhappy night had arrived in which Christ was brought
as a prisoner to the house of Caiphas; Peter alone of all the dis-
ciples, fearing for himself, yet ashamed also of having run away,
and influenced. moreover, by his greatlove for his divine Master,
followed Iim at a distance and ventured into the court of the
high-priest to see how things would go on. Ah, Peter! it had
been better for thee to have remained with the others than to
have followed thy divine Master as thou didst, and cause Him
such pain. A servant-maid was the first occasion of his shame-
ful fall. ¢ The maid, therefore, that was portress saith to Peter:
Art not thou also one of this Man’s disciples?” ' And Peter
answered: ““I know not what thou sayest.”® Tle was again
asked 1if he was not one of the disciples, and he replied with an
oath that he knew not the Man.® A third time the same ques-
tion was put to him: < Surely thou art one of them; for thou
artalso a Gralilean. But he began to curse and to swear, saying:
I know not this Man of whom you speak.” * O Peter! here ex-
claims St. Angustine, where is now the courage with which thou
didst dare the whole band of soldiers, and draw thy sword in de-
fence of thy Master? Where are thy words: <“1 will lay down
my life for Thee ”? *  Yet no fetters bind thee, nor art thou
threatened with imprisonment and death. The voice of a poor
gervant was enough to fill thee with terror and utterly prostrate
thee! Dost thou not know the Man? Hast thou not already
acknowledged Him to be the Son of God? And dost thou now
say: [ know Him not? See, my dear brethren, how easy it is to

1 Dicit ergo Petro ancilla ostiaria : numquid et tu ex discipulis es hominis istius 7—John
xviii. 17,

2 Nescio quid dicis.—Matt. xxvi. 70.

3 Et iterum negavit cum juramento ; quia non novi hominem.

4 Vere ex fllis es, nam et Galilzeus es. Ille autem coepit anathematizare et jurare, quia
nescio hominem istum, quem dicitis.—Mark xiv. 70, 71.

5 Animam meam pro te ponam.—John xiii. 37.
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make a poor weak mortal forget himself and his God! There
we have the sin of Peter; now let us see how he did penance.

Hardly had the crowing of the cock reminded him of his fault,
and called to his heart, as tlie voice of God formerly did to Cain,
“¢What hast thou done?”* when he began to shed bitter tears
of sorrow: ‘¢ And going forth, he wept bitterly,”* filled with
contrition at the thonght of having been so ungrateful to his best
Friend, his dearest Master. Unhappy me! he must have sighed
forth, how can I live any longer, since I have denied life Him-
self? How can the earth support me, since I have offended its
Maker? O wicked mouth, how couldst thou have opened to dare
to assert on oath that thou knowest not Him who did thee so
much good? O accursed tongue, how couldst thou have so far
perjured thyself as to deny Him, who a short time before had
fed thee with His body and blood? O grief! O sorrow! Come,
ye tears, and overwhelm me; I give myself up to ye completely!
And, as the interpreters of the sacred Scriptures say, so great
was Peter’s sorrow that he hid away and spent in tears the whole
time that elapsed until the resurrection of Christ. But this was
not enough; he spent all the remainder of his life in constant
penance for this one sin. St. Clement, his disciple, tells us that
whenever he heard the cock crow, by day or night, he would pros-
trate himself on the ground and weep bitterly, so that his cheeks
were furrowed by the unceasing flow of tears. Ilis food, as St.
Gregory Nazianzen says, consisted of nothing but bitter peas; his
life was spent in unceasing toil, wandering throughout the world,
suffering imprisonment and persecution, in satisfaction for his
sin, until his martyrdom on the cross, on which he wished to be
nailed with his head downwards, thinking himself unworthy to
die like Christ, his divine Master. Just reason indeed, O penitent
apostle! just reason hadst thou to bewail bitterly thy sin; but,
alas, how the consideration of thy long and painful repentance
fills me with consternation and fear!

What sayest thou to this, my soul? Where are ye now, ye
men who are fellow-sinners of mine? ‘¢ Peter was allowed to
deny, and to sin,” says St. Chrysostom, ‘“that he might give to all
sinners the example of true penance.”® I need not search long
to find sins and sinners; there are only too many of them who

' Quid fecisti ?7—Gen. iv. 10.

2 Et egressus foras, flevit amare.—Matt, xxvi. 75.

3 Permissus est Petrus negare et peccare, ut omnibus peccatoribus verum poenitentise da-
ret exemplum.
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have imitated Peter in his untruthfulness and sin; but where are
the tears? where the contrition and sorrow, after the example of
Peter? We sin with Peter, not merely once, nor thrice, but
almost every hour and moment; but we hardly weep with Peter
even once. Is it not so, my dear brethren? What do we do
when we sin. Hear what St. Augustine says: *“ We deny Christ
as often as we commit sin.”? TFor as the just confess Christ
before the world by keeping the commandments, by doing good
works and fulfilling the will of God, so sinners deny Christ by
despising His commandments, disobeying Iis will, and dishon-
oring Him. ¢ They profess that they know God,” says the
Apostle, <“but in their works they deny Him.”? Tell me, O
sinner! you acknowledge God as your sovereign Lord, whom you
are bound to obey in all things; you believe that in your heart,
and say it with your mouth; but what do your actions say? If
an object agreeable to the senses is proposed to you, and you ac-
cept it against the divine law, you say, by your actions, with Peter,
I know Him not; I do not now acknowledge Christ as my Master:
who has a right to command me? I will not do as e wishes, but
as I myself choose. You acknowledge and believe that God is
the sovereign Good, and is therefore worthy of all honor and in-
finite love; but when you Jove a creature against Ilis law, what
else do you do, but say with Peter: I know Him not; I do not
acknowledge Him as my sovereign Good; I love something that
seems to me better, more beautiful, more deserving of love?
You acknowledge and believe that Jesusis your Redeemer and
Saviour, who has suffered so much and died on the cross for you,
and therefore deserves the most heartfelt gratitude from you;
but what do you say by your actions, when you commit sin? I
know not the Man; I do not now look on Him as my greatest
friend and benefactor, for T do not hesitate to insult and offend
Him. You ack»owledge and believe that God is a strict judge,
who knows how to punish wickedness with the greatest severity;
but you go on heaping sin on sin with the utmost carelessness,
as if there were neither heaven nor hell; what else does that
mean but: I know Him not; I care not for His strictness and
justice? You acknowledge and believe that wherever you are—
walking, standing, lying down, by day or night—your God is al-
ways with you, looking at all your thoughts, words, and actions;

1 Toties negawus, quoties peccamus.
2 Confitentur se nosse Deum, factis autem negant. —Tit. 1. 16.
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and yet you think and say and do things that you would shrink
from doing before any decent man, nay, even before a vile beg-
gar; what else is that but saying by your actions: I know Him
not; I do not care for His presence; I will do what I please in
spite of it? What do you believe of Him who is in the church,
present in the Blessed Sacrament? Do you know who He is?
Yes, your tonguesays, with Peter: Thou art Christ, the Son of the
living God! But what is the language of your actions? of your
want of reverence, your dissolute laughter, your talking, staring
about, indecent looks and gestures, and unbecoming salutations?
Do these show that you believe in a God really present, that God
before whom all in heaven, on earth, and under the earth must
bend the knee in awe? DBy your actions you say: I know Him
not; for you would show more respect to any decent man of the
world. Thus many Christians profess with their lips that they
know God, but in their works they deny Him.

And what was the occasion of the denial of Peter? Hisexces-
sive fear of being apprehended and put to death; the company
of the servants of the high-priest brought him to lying, perjury,
false swearing, and cursing. O vain fear! O human respect!
O wicked dread, I will not say of death, but of some trifling loss!
of a slight punishment, of a hard word, an unkind look, the dis-
pleasure of one’s master, or losing the favor of some mortal, what
evil thou dost cause in the world nowadays! How many a one
dost thou not bring so far that he thinks more of his parents,
his children, his friends, than of his great and sovereign God,
most worthy of all love? How often is not God offended and
insulted for the sake of pleasing the former? MHow often is not
good omitted and evil of all sorts committed through fear of dis-
pleasing one’s fellow-man, of incurring the anger of a master, of
troubling a beloved person? In a word, the fear of men or of
temporal misfortune makes people sin recklessly; they prefer to
have God as their enemy than to lose the friendship of men; as
if God had doneus no good, could do us no harm! < Who looked
upon the Almighty as if e could do nothing;”* although, ac-
cording to the words of Christ, He has in IIis hands a power
not possessed by any man or potentate in the world; for Ile it is
that ““can destroy both soul and body into hell.”*

! Quasi nihil posset facere omnipotens, sestimabant eum.—Job xxii. 17.
2 Qui potest et animam et corpus perdere in gehennam,— Matt. x. 28.
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O treacherous company! O baleful occasion! were it not for
you many thieves would not have denied justice, many of both
sexes would not have denied purity, many would not have denied
decency and honesty, and many hundred thousand sins would
have been removed from the world! Poor weak mortal, why
shouldst thon vaunt of the firmness of thy purpose, of thy good
resolution? How little it takes to weaken thee, to upset thy
reason and common sense, and turn thee from the path of recit-
tude! For it is not necessary that one should threaten thee
with the sword or the gallows; nor that the evil one should put
forth all his power to tempt thee by offering thee all the goods
of the world, as he did to Our Lord: << All these will I give
Thee;” ! the company of a single person, a vile servant, a mean
portress, a poor mortal, a look, a caress can, and, if you are not
careful, will bring you so far as to make you forget your God,
sacrifice heaven, lose your soul, and become a wicked, unchaste,
vindictive, perjured man. Would to God that experience had
not taught us only too clearly the truth of this in the case of so
many unhappy souls! Thus we sin with Peter; I acknowledge
it, and the consciences of most men will upbraid them with this
truth. And would that we had only sinned thrice, like Peter—
nay, that we had not exceeded the hundreth or the thousandth
time!

Meanwhile, what is the worst of all, where are our tears of re-
pentance? where our sincere contrition and satisfaction® When
Peter was reminded of his fall by the crowing of the cock he
did not lose a moment, but at once left the company that had led
him into sin, and went and did penance. IHow often does the
cock crow for you, O sinner! for what else is the voice of con-
science? what else the divine inspirations? what else the exhor-
tations of preachers in the pulpit, which St. Gregory well likens
to the crowing of the cock? What else do all these say, but:
O sinner! arise; you have sinned enough; you have often enough
denied your God! Leave that occasion, give back that unjustly
acquired property, be reconciled with your enemy; go at once and
do penance, otherwise you are lost forever! And whatnotice do
you take of these exhortations? Let who will exhort and ery out to
you, you remain seated in the house of Caiphas, with the maid
at the fire-place, in impurity, in your old inveterate bad habits,
from day to day, from year to year. I will do penance, you say,

! Hmee omnia tibi dabo.—Matt. iv. 9.
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but not now. When, then? Oh, later on! Later on! Many a
one has been brought to the fire of hell by those words. ILater
on! the seed and origin of all misfortune. Later on! how long is
that for many souls, who keep putting off repentance from day
to day, and at last find themselves at the gate of eternity, when
repentance is of no avail!

¢ Man passeth as an image,” ' says David; like a shadow or a
picture. These words are understood by St. Basil of those sin-
ners who always defer repentance, and never carry out their good
resolutions.  Look at the pictures in your room; here you see a
man holding up his hand to strike his enemy; there kneels a St.
Jerome about to beat his breast with a stone; there isa St. Francis
with a discipline; a St. Augustine with a pen; come to-morrow,
or in a year’s time, and you will find them all in the same post-
ure, still abont to do the same things; the man will still raise
his hand to strike, Jerome raises his with the stone, Franecis, with
the discipline, Augustine, with the pen. IHow long have they
been doing that? Twenty, thirty years, as long as the pictures
are in existence; nor will they cease while a shred of the paint-
ing holds together; yet in all that time the sword never touched
the enemy, the stone of Jerome never bruised his breast, nor the
discipline of Francis his back, nor did the pen of Augustine
touch the paper. And how could it be otherwise, for they are
but lifeless pictures? << Man passeth as an image.” Many a sin-
ner passes through life like the picture. How long now is it
since you opened your mouth to say: I will go to confession; I
will amend my life? How long since you raised your hand and
thought to yourself: I will make restitution of that ill-gotten
property? How long since you resolved to leave that house, that
company? It is now a year, and may be many years, since you
made up your mind to do those things, and they still remain un-
done; you are just as you were long ago; you are immovable, like
the lifeless picture; your desires for better things were only emp-
ty and ineflicacious; you did not repent in reality.

Bitterly and with many thousand tears did Peter bewail his
threefold sin. How do we act? Ah, would that we had even
one tear of sincere repentance for a hundred or a thousand sins
when we enter the confessional! O confessions of Christians,
how different ye are! They all cry: Peccavi! I have sinned! I
have sinned! 1 am heartily sorry! But how many who come with

1

! In imnagine pertransit homo.—Ps. xxxviil. 7.
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that degree of contrition and repentance are rejected by God! If
repentance consisted only in the words nttered by the mouth, in
the ordinary prayers read out of the book, then I could find vast
numbers of true penitents. But sorrow for sin does not consist in
words, but in the heart; and as many penitents are not truly con-
trite of heart, it follows that their sorrow is not earnest, but only
apparent, and of no value in the sight of God as far as forgive-
ness is concerned. Peter, after he had repented of his sin, never
again during his life did anything to cause him to repent. But
how do matters stand with us in this respect? When, as we im-
agine, one sin of ours is blotted out in confession we at once set
about committing another; and we keep on alternating between
confession and sin, sin and confession, thus progressing still far-
ther on the downward path of wickedness, until at last the hour
of death comes and we are not able to sin any more.

During his life Peter never ceased to deplore his fault, and to
do penance for it; but you, O sinner! who have offended your
God perhaps many hundred times, and denied Him, how long
do you bewail and do penance for your crimes? I have confessed
them, you say. And is that enough? Where is the satisfac-
tion for the punishment you owe to God for your sins? I have
performed the penance enjoined on me; my mind is at rest; I
need not bother any further. Yet reflect a moment; if your
confession is good, and the guilt of your sins remitted, what
must you do to satisfy for all the punishment that still remains
due to you? There is no other alternative; you must either
punish yourself, or God will punish you, as St. Augustine says.’
Consider whether the laws of decency and gratitude do not re-
quire you to try to atone, by leading a strict and holy life, for
the insults you have offered the Almighty? And for what are
you keeping your tears, if they are not to be shed for your past
sins? If a temporal calamity overtakes you you are troubled
and you weep. Ah, have you not caused yourself a calamity
great enough when you sinned, and by sin lost God, your soul,
heaven and all, and that, too, not once, but often? And is this
less to be deplored than a temporal misfortune, which all your
tears cannot avert, after all? Your wife, husband, child, friend
dies; you weep; but what good does that do? Can your tears
call the loved one back? You have suffered some loss in your
property; you weep; does that make the loss good? You have

1 Aut punis, aut punit,
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many trials and ecrosses to bear; you sigh and moan; does that
lessen what you have to suffer? See how uselessly we squander
our tears on things of hardly any importance, which cannot be
avoided or remedied by all our weeping. On the other hand, 1f
by tears of true repentance we seek to regain the lost favor of
the Almighty, to extinguish the fire of hell, to escape all other
chastisements, and to make good all the harm and mischief done
by sin, we shall certainly sncceed; and yet to gain all this one
tear seems too precious, an unnecessary, a superfluous trouble.
“1 have sinned,” we exclaim, ‘““and what harm hath befallen
me? " 1 have offended God grossly and grievously; but what
of that? T have lost heaven; but what does that matter to me?
I have incurred such heavy debts by my sins; but they do not
trouble me; I will pay them all in eternity. 1 do not wish to
speak of those sinners of whom the wise Solomon says: < Who
ave glad when they have done evil, and rejoice in most wicked
things; ”* who, instead of bewailing their sins, like the penitent
Peter, make a boast of them. Ilow lucky I wasthe otherday! says
the unjust man; I made all that money. What a pleasant day I
had! says the sensual man; I was completely drunk. What a
gratification it was for me to be revenged on my enemy! says the
vindictive man. What a fine opportunity I had of gratifying my
passions! says the unchaste man. ¢“They are glad when they
have done evil.” Oh, truly, their joy is a devilish one; they re-
joice at what might with good reason make them shed tears of
blood!

O penance! what a glory and honor for thee, St. Peter! what
a shame and terror for us sinners! O penitent, and therefore
most glorious apostle, obtain from Our Lord for me and all sin-
ners thy contrite heart, thy sorrowful soul, thy weeping eyes,
that we who have offended our God not less, but even more than
thou hast, may, like thee, at once do true and heartfelt penance,
leave sin and its occasions forever, and never cease till death to
bewail our sins, and to weep for the insults we have offered the
Almighty, so that we may love Him constantly till the end! I
go on to the other source of confusion for those of us who ave
just, namely, the great apostle of the nations, St. Paul.

! Peccavi, et quid mihi accidit triste >—Ecelus, v. 4.
7 Qui Ietantur cum malefecerint, et exultant in rebus pessimis.—Prov. ii. 14,
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Second Part.

When I name St. Paul I speak of one whose like the world has St. Paal
seldom seen; he was a vessel filled with the love of God and of ZZZIZS: s
his neighbor; nay, as St. Chrysostom says, he was all pure char- charity vy
ity: <“As tbe iron,” such are the words of Chrysostom, ¢ when 'fwvzig'a“d
placed in the fire, becomes all fire, so Paul, inflamed with char-
ity, became all charity.” ' O great St. Paul, to attempt to
portray that charity I should have th