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PREFACE.

“Das GrosSE GEBET” is the title under which this
volume of Eucharistic Sermons originally appeared in
German. Das grosse Gebet is a term employed to designate
that particular form of Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament which has been established in several dioceses
of Germany, notably that of Mainz, and corresponds very
nearly to the Devotion of the Forty Hours, as it is prac-
tised in many parts of the United States. It is the great
event of the ecclesiastical year to devout German Catholics
. and pious adorers of the Holy Eucharist. In a certain ro-
tation fixed by the Ordinary, Das grosse Gebet is celebrated
in every parish of the diocese, one following another, in a
continuous succession from the beginning to the end of
the year. The celebration is opened with a grand proces-
gion, in which the Blessed Sacrament is borne with every
demonstration of public honor and respect through the
streets and meadows of the place.

The present volume of English sermons bears a double
title. The main title: Sermons on the Blessed Sacrament,
indicates the general utility and adaptability of these dis-
courses for all Eucharist celebrations;—the sub-title: And
Especially for the Forty Hours’ Adoration, announces their
special purpose, and is most appropriate, since the devotion
of the Forty Hours is the nearest equivalent in the United
States to the German festival of public exposition and
adoration of the Most Holy Sacrament, for which they were
originally written by the Rev. Dr. Scheurer. Das grosse
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4 PREFACE.

Gebet, as practised in Germany, differs from the Forty Hours
as celebrated in our eountry, mainly in this respect, that
there the loud praying and singing goes on without in-
terruption by alternate bands of adorers, whereas here the
devotions, excepting at the opening exercises and at the
close, are more quiet and private.

The Instructio Clementina, regarding the manner of
celebrating the Forty Hours, is obligatory only in Rome;
elsewhere, Bishops who introduce this devotion into their
respective dioceses are at liberty, in some things of minor
importance, to deviate from this regulation. In Rome,
public prayers are not in vogue. In the United States of
America, where are found so many nationalities, it would
hardly be advisable for each class to follow the custom
existing in its mother country; at least some uniform rules
are desirable in each diocese. For the sake of uniformity,
the Archbishop of Cincinnati, for instance, has laid down
special regulations for holding the Forty Hours in all the
churches under his jurisdiction.

In the Synodus Diecesana Cincinnatensis Tertia
we read under Article Seventy: “ Quoad Adorationem
Quadraginta Horarum, stricte mandamus, ut conciones, pub-
licw preces tempore Quadraginta Horarum omittantur.
Permittimus tamen, ut pueri puelleque scholares, si in cor-
pore SS. Sacramentum visitent, simul publice orent, quod
etiam concedimus tempore Vespertino ante repositionem.
Fiat modo descripto in libello, cui titulus: Manual
of the Forty Hours Adoration edito ab American
Ecclesiastical Review.”

While the Archbishop does not permit sermons to be
preached during the Forty Hours’ Adoration, His
Grace exhorts and encourages pastors to prepare
their flocks for the worthy and earnest celebration of this
Eucharistic devotion, by preaching sermons on the Blessed
Sacrament before the opening of the Quarant’ ore. Such
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legislation is no doubt in accordance with the spirit of the
Church. The Forty Hours’ Adoration should be preéms-
nently a glorification of the Blessed Sacrament,—a devo-
tion of reparation and atonement.

The custom which has crept into many places of giving
a series of sermons or even lectures during the Forty Hours
on various subjects, and thereby giving to this devotion the
, character of a mission, is to be deprecated. Sermons on the
Blessed Sacrament only are in order during the Forty
Hours, if any sermons can then be tolerated at all; they
would be rather more appropriate and more fully in con-
formity with the spirit of the Church if they were delivered
at the opening of, or even on the Sunday previous to, the
celebration. And it is precisely in this connection that
the present volume of sermons may be found of great value
to pastors.

To the saintly Bishop Neumann belongs the honor of
having first introduced the devotion of the Forty Hours
into.the United States. It was introduced into the Diocese
of Philadelphia in 1853, and into the Archdiocese of Bal-
timore in 1858; finally, by Papal Indults, it was formally
approved for all the dioceses of the United States in 1866,
in answer to the petitions of the Second Plenary Council
of Baltimore. The following modifications of the Clemen-
tine Instruction were conceded to all the dioceses of the
United States in 1868: 1. The Exposition may be inter-
rupted during the night; 2. The procession may be omit-
ted at the prudent discretion of the pastor; 3. All the
Indulgences granted by the Constitution “ Graves et diu-
turne” of Pope Clement VIII. can nevertheless be gained
by the faithful.

The “ Manual of the FortyHours’ Adoration,” issued by
the American Ecclesiastical Review, gives us the following
sketch of the early history of this devotion:

“The Forty Hours’ Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
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ment, in memory of the forty hours during which the
sacred body of Jesus was in the sepulchre, began at Milan
about the year 1534. It soon spread into other cities of
Ttaly, and, in 1551, was introduced into Rome, where it
was celebrated on the first Sunday in every month by the
Archconfraternity della Trinitd dei Pellegrini, founded by
St. Philip Neri in 1548, and on the third Sunday in
every month by the Archconfraternity di 8. Maria dell
Orazione.

By the Apostolic Constitution Graves et diuturne,
dated November 25, 1592, Clement VIII. provided that
the Blessed Sacrament should be exposed for public ado-
ration, in continuous succession, on the altars of certain
churches in Rome. He enriched the devotion with special
indulgences. On the first Sunday of Advent of that year
the devotion was commenced in the chapel of the Apos-
tolical Palace.

Paul V., by the Brief Cum felicis recordationis, May 10,
1606, confirmed the decree of Clement VIII, and estab-
lished the devotion in perpetuum. Succeeding Pontiffs
issued various rules and directions for this devotion, which
were collected by order of Clement XI. and published Jan-
uary 21, 1705: these are called after him the Instructio
Clementina. The Instructio Clementina was confirmed and
promulgated anew by order of Clement XII., September 1,
1730. The Instruction has the force of law in the city
of Rome; outside of Rome only a directive force.

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Keller, in his Anecdotes of
the Blessed Sacrament, relates the following:  Some-
what later (following the institution of the Quarant’ ore in
Milan) it happened that a tronpe of actors came to Loretto
at the carnival time for the purpose of performing a highly
objectionable play. A piousJesuit Father who was theredid
his utmost to prevent the acting of this play, but he failed
in his object. He then determined to offer a counter-at-
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traction to the people and to present them with a spectacle
of a very different character, one, indeed, calculated to
raise the heart and soul to God. Having obtained permis-
sion from the Bishop, he caused the church of his college
to be most beautifully decorated, the high altar lighted up
with countless tapers, and the Blessed Sacrament exposed
during forty hours; meanwhile, at intervals, hymns and
anthems were sung; there were spiritual readings and two
or three short sermons each day. The people were, more-
over, exhorted to approach the sacraments. This plan
proved most successful. The sacred entertainment, if it
may be so called, found more favor with the inhabitants
of Loretto than the performance of the comedians. Almost
the whole population repaired to the church, and the gain
to souls was immense. From Loretto this devotion spread
to the whole Church.”

At first the Forty Hours was celebrated most commonly
at Shrovetide, or the Carnival season; later, without any
definite order, at all seasons or at any time of the year;
but now the beautiful and commendable custom prevails
in many dioceses of appointing a fixed time for each and
every parish at which the Forty Hours’ Adoration is to
be celebrated, and from which no deviation is permitted
without the knowledge and sanction of the Ordinary, so
that, as nearly as possible, there is a continuous exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the entire year, one
church following another in the celebration of this festival,
till the circuit of all the churches in the diocese is com-
pleted, and thus the Church Militant on earth imitates the
Church Triumphant in heaven in the perpetual adoration
of the “ Lamb that was slain.”

“ And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne, and the living creatures and the
ancients, and the number of them was thousands of thou-
sands.
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“ Saying with a loud voice: The Lamb that was slain
is worthy to receive power, and divinity, and wisdom, and
strength, and honor, and glory, and benediction.

“ And every creature which is in heaven, and on the
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and
all that are in them: I heard all saying: To Him that sit-
teth on the throne, and to the Lamb, benediction, and
honor, and glory, and power forever and ever” (Apoc.
v. 11-14).

It is regrettable that in so many dioceses of the United
States it has not yet been found possible or feasible to es-
tablish the Forty Hours’ Adoration systematically, in such
a manner that all the churches in the diocese have
assigned to them in rotation a certain time in the course
of the year for the celebration of this grand and fruitful
devotion.

The object of the Forty Hours” Adoration is:

1. To make a public profession of our failh in Jesus
Christ, the God-man, as He is really, truly and substan-
tially present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.

R. To pay a most righteous homage and a most solemn
tribute of praise and adoration to the incarnate Son of God
in the Sacrament of His love.

3. To offer in a becoming and deserving manner our
thanksgiving to the divine Saviour for the institution of
the Blessed Sacrament, and for all the graces and benefits
that we have received through this sacred mystery.

4. To make reparation and atonement in a most public
and appropriate manner for all the insults, irreverences
and profanations that are heaped upon Our Lord in the
Holy Sacrament by infidels and heretics, as well as by
careless and disloyal Catholics.

5. To make supplication for the aversion of calamities,
and to offer prayers for divine blessings in behalf of our-
selves, the Holy Father and the Church.
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These Eucharistic Sermons of the Rev. Dr. Scheurer
aim to impress upon the minds of the faithful the ends and
purposes of the Forty IHours’ Adoration; they are caleu-
lated to give the people a clear idea of the dogma of the
real presence, and a proper understanding and apprecia-
tion of its immense significance in the whole life of the
Church and in the supernatural life of each individual
soul. They throw light upon the teachings of the Church
regarding the sacred and sublime Mystery of the Altar.

These sermons were delivered, as the author tells us,
between the years 1867 and 1887, in the Cathedral of
Mainz, at the opening of the Forty Hours, or rather of that
annual German Eucharistic celebration, called “ Das grosse
Gebet.> Hence their design or purpose is obvious.

They are all intended to excite devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament, and particularly to induce the faithful to cele-
bratethe Forty Hours with fidelity and fervor. To attain this
end, the author, in these sermons, portrays from various
view-points and expatiates upon the greatness of the love
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Af the same time he
seeks to impress the faithful with the fact that, precisely
by the zealous celebration of the Forty Hours, they can,
in a measure, give Our Lord a fitting return of love for
His immeasurable love, and make atonement for this out-
raged love. While these sermonsare primarily intended for
the opening of the Forty Hours, and some of them may
be found unusually long, they can very easily be curtailed,
condensed and adapted to suit all occasions and feasts at
which sermons on the Blessed Sacrament are in order.
Solid discourses on the Blessed Sacrament are mnot too
abundant in the vernacular, and hence this volume of
Eucharistic Sermons ought to be well received by the Eng-
lish-speaking clergy.

In place of the four last sermons contained in the origi-
nal edition of Dr. Scheurer’s Das grosse Gebet we have sub-
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stituted the XXI. and last sermon of the present volume.
This sermon on “The Life of Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment > is for the greater part from the German work of
Dr. Lierheimer, bearing the title “Jesus mit uns” It
can be easily adapted for all Eucharistic festivals and devo-
tions.

Dr. Scheurer’s sermons are perhaps open to criticism,
not only for their length, but also for their redundancy
of words and complex diction; yet, while this defect has
been overcome somewhat in the English version, it was
not deemed necessary to depart, to-any material extent,
from the original text, since it may be fairly assumed that
priests are wont to make the sermons offered them in
books of this kind their own mental property by altering
or adapting the same to suit their own tastes in accord-
ance with time and circumstances. These sermons, though
rather diffusive, will be found to contain many precious
gems of thought, sunbursts of brilliant word painting,
splendid similes, apt scriptural references, and, above all,
solid doctrine.

One of the sweetest tasks, one of the most important
duties of a priest, consists in making Jesus, who is hidden
beneath the sacramental veils, known and loved by men,
and particularly in leading souls gently, persuasively, per-
sistently to the foot of the altar, there to offer to our
Fucharistic God a worthy tribute of praise, adoration,
thanksgiving and prayer in return for His excessive love,
and in atonement for the profanation of the Holy Mystery.
May this book of sermons aid our zealous priests in the dis-
charge of this sacred obligation, and thus become an in-
strument in their hands for the propagation among the
faithful of a greater devotion to Jesus in the tabernacle.

F. X. Lasaxce.
January 1, 1900.
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CARDINAL WISEMAN’S PASTORAL

ON THE

“FORTY HOURS’ EXPOSITION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT.”

TaE following Pastoral, being the “ Lenten Indult for
the London District ” for the year 1849, in which the Forty
Hours’ Devotion was officially and systematically intro-
duced into the English metropolis, will be found an appro-
priate and useful introduction to this volume of sermons,
which aims at encouraging the devotion of the faithful
during the solemn exposition of the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment. There is ample and most excellent material in this
Pastoral for a beautiful and practical sermon on the Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament at the Forty Hours’ Devo-
tion:

To our dearly beloved in Christ, the Clergy, secular and
regular, and the Laity of the London District:

HEALTH AND BENEDICTION IN THE LORD.

As the Almighty, dearly beloved in Christ, was pleased,
at creation, to set in the heavens a bright luminary “to
preside over the day,” and to be “for signs, and seasons,
and days, and years, and to shine in the firmament of

13



14 CARDINAL WISEMAN’S PASTORAL

heaven, and give light to the earth;”* so when the same
Spirit, who first moved upon the waters to give them life,
again returned to renew it, in the blessed womb of Mary,
and God created a new heaven and a new earth for man
redeemed, no less did He bid His sun of righteousness to
shine upon them both, declaring that He, too, should be
set up “as a sign,” 2 to men. And from that time it is not
to the visible sun that the believer looks for his division
of seasons, of days, and of years, but to that splendor
of the Father’s glory ” 3 manifested to him, whose cycle of
glorious actions, achieved for man, diversifies with beauty
and energizes with life each succeeding season. We count
our years from Christmas to Christmas; that is, from one
commemoration of His blessed nativity to another; even
in the distribution of our social year, we yet prefer to regu-
larity of division the terms marked, at unequal distances,
by the great festivals dear to our fathers;* and the fresh-
ness and beauty of spring are more naturally associated
in our minds with the joyful solemnity of Easter, though
yearly varying its period, than with any fixed day on
which the beginning of that season may be marked in our
almanacs.

If our days and years are thus regulated in their course
by the “true light that enlighteneth every man that cometh
into the world,”® what portion of His earthly career is
represented to us by this solemn season of Lent, on which
we are about to enter ? Surely not merely those forty days
of fast which He spent in the desert; for the year would
not thus suffice for the many great mysteries which have
to be crowded into it; nor does the Church occupy us
beyond one day with this, our blessed Redeemer’s retreat.
But in those forty days, what did He symbolize in Himself

! Gen. i. 14, 16. ? Luke ii. 34. 3 Heb. i. 8.
4 As Lady Day and Michaelmas. 5 John i, 9.
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but the Christian’s life on earth, passed in banishment from
his true country, in the midst of a wilderness, pathless,
dreary, and waste; wherein he is “the brother of dragons
and the fellow of ostriches;”! where there is famine and
drought of all that can satisfy the soul; where he is
tempted with the threefold assault of those whom he has
forsworn; and which, O sole consolation! begins with
baptism,2 and closes with an angels’ banquet.® Those
forty days were as Israel’s forty years’ sojourn in the desert,
typical of the rescued soul’s pilgrimage all the way to the
Land of Promise.

And similarly, dearly beloved in Christ Jesus, does the
Church commemorate, in these forty days of Lent, the
active life of our blessed Redeemer upon earth. For hav-
ing first, with great minuteness, brought before us the
incidents of His birth, she seems to pause for some weeks,
as though to commemorate His hidden life at Nazareth,
and then, having sobered our thoughts by the recollection
of man’s creation, fall, speedy corruption, and nearly total
destruction by the deluge, and having awfully reminded
us of our frail and perishing nature as dust, she intro-
duces before us Our Saviour laboring to repair past losses,
from His fast in the wilderness to His entry into Jerusa-
lem; when more awful scenes commence, and the Lenten
commemoration subsides into a deep abyss of holier and
tenderer contemplations during Passion-tide. Throughout
this whole period the Church presents us daily, as she does
at no other time, with a distinet portion of gospel history,
which no, even greatest, feast can supersede; in which is
placed before us some lesson of heavenly wisdom, or some
splendid act of power and merey, or some touching record
of kindness and forgiveness; ever diversified, but all tend-
ing to fill up the picture of Our Saviour’s character, and

! Job xxx. 29. * Matt. iii. 13, 3 Ibid. iv. 11,
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place before us the model of His sacred humanity: the
cheering and joyful is brought forward as vividly as the
grave and solemn; Thabhor indeed twice! for one procla-
mation of doom.2

And wherefore, then, should this commemoration be
made in fasting and weeping and mourning ? Because,
dearly beloved, we are so drawn away from thought of
things heavenly by the world and the flesh, that we must
put aside the one, and subdue the other, to enter profitably
into the contemplation of that holy life. Because not only
contemplation, but practice, is proposed to us; and the pre-
cepts enjoined us in our Gospel regard patience, and humil-
ity, and mortification, and weeping, and praying, and fast-
ing, and watching, and almsgiving, the having our loins
girt and our lamps trimmed, the walking on a narrow way,
the denying of ourselves, the renouncing of all things;
and surely it is not too much to be called on to practise
these things, faintly at best, while we are presumed to
be learning them. Because not only practice, but imita-
tion, is required of us; and the life of Jesus was a life of
rigor, of poverty, of frequent retirement; of one who had
not where to lay His head,® save all night long on the
bosom of His Father in prayer;¢ who wept and mourned
while all was joy, and triumph, and hosanna around Him.
Because not mere imitation, but conformity, is demanded
from us, so that not only our acts should be like unto
His, however distantly, but our hearts and affections, too;
as though we were the wax whereon become impressed His
character and type, we sharing in Hig affections, His severi-
ties, His choices, His repugnances, His whole thought and
heart; and how shall this be, if, we living with the world,
every one of these shall run counter in us to what was in

1 On the second Saturday and second Sunday.
* Monday after first Sunday.
% Luke ix, 58. 4 Ibid. vi. 12.
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Him; our love being for what He abhorred, and our choice
for what He rejected ?

But if the rule of the Christian fast is that prescribed
by our blessed Lord, not to be, “as the hypocrites, sad,”?!
the Church will not fail to provide you during this holy
season of fasting, the means and motives of spiritual joy.
She will associate with the hard, but consoling task of
imitating our divine Redeemer, in the practice of His
virtues, that devotion towards Him in His adorable hu-
manity, which more than any other pours the unction of
gladness 2 over the soul, and makes the spirit to exult in
God its Saviour.3 Yes, beloved in the Lord, on her behalf,
and through the divine mercy, we have thought it our duty
to provide for you, during this season of mourning, an
unfailing source of consolation, of grace, of devotion, and
of love. We have therefore so disposed, as that, through-
out the whole of Lent, the Most Blessed Sacrament shall
Temain exposed in one or other of the public churches or
chapels of this metropolis, so that every day it may be
in each one’s power, not only to assist at a solemn service
of the Church, but, at whatever time he chooses, to pour
out his affections at the feet of his Saviour. And we doubt
not that every one will gladly seize any moment of leisure
to pay his tribute of homage to Him, at that particular
place where, on each day, He shall be more especially
honored. X

And as this devotion, called the “ Forty Hours’ Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament,” is as yet but little known
in this country, we will proceed, in a few words, to explain
it: premising no more of its history than to say that it was
first instituteé@t Milan, in 1534;>that it was thence intro-
duced into Rome, through the instrumentality of its great
modern apostle, the holyLSt. Philip NGI}\ and was formally

1 Matt. vi. 16, ! Ps. xliv. 8. 3 Luke i. 47.
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sanctioned by Pope Clement VIIL, in 1592, in conse-
quence, as he says, of the troubled state of Christendom
and the sufferings of the Church.!

As a condition of the Incarnation of the Word an
exchange was made, not unequal, between earth and
heaven. We gave to it not only the spirits of the just
made perfect, in the glorious choir of saints who fill the
seats of fallen angels, but, in anticipation of the resurrec-
tion, one precious instalment of humanity glorified, in her
the spotless, who rules, in the very body, over the hosts
of angels as their queen. But even higher this our flesh
has penetrated, yea, into the very sanctuary of God’s light
inaccessible. For in the very midst and centre of that
dazzling radiance towards which blissful spirits bend, gaz-
ing and adoring, is to be seen the gentle «likeness of the
Son of man,” 2 in all things resembling us. And in return
heaven has bestowed on earth, not merely communion
between us and its happy citizens, but the permanent dwell-
ing of God amongst us, who under the name of the Em-
manuel, or “ God with us,” lives ever in the midst of His
Church, to be the direct object of our adoration and love.

And so it comes, dearly beloved, that heaven worships
now the nature of man indivisibly united with the Godhead,
and earth adores the Deity, joined inseparably to our hu-
manity, in the Person of the Incarnate Word. Hence is
our worship and theirs but one; one in object, one in value,
one in sentiment, one, if possible, in form. For so identi-
cal throughout this communion of saints is the essence of
divine worship, that the very mode of its performance
necessarily becomes similar, not to say one. So that in
reading the glorious visions of heaven’s sanctuary, thrown
open to St. John, it becomes difficult to determine whether

! Raccolta di Orazioni, &c. Rome, 1841, p. 181.
* Apoc. i, 13,
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he there beheld counterparts to what the Church had al-
ready instituted upon earth, or types which served her,
under apostolic guidance, for the framing of her ritual.
But rather would we say that the same divine instinct
guided both; and taught angels in heaven and saints on
earth to adore and to love with the same outward expres-
sion. And so the whole forms but one Church and one
worship. There is one altar in both, beneath which the
slain for Christ rest, and on which the same victim-Lamb
reposes; one censer from which prayer rises fragrant from
minister’s to angel’s hand, one bench of venerable elders,
that sit or fall prostrate in rich array around; one choir,
one song, one voice, one heart, one life.

In one respect only would these services appear to
differ,—that theirs is perpetual, uninterrupted, unceasing;
that the thrice-repeated “ Holy ” echoes ever through those
golden vaults, while we only at brief and distant periods
can unite in formal worship. But even here the spouse
of Christ on earth would not be outdone; and wishful to
rival the very deathless and sleepless watchfulness of those
eyes that sparkle all over the cherubim round the throne
of God,! she has instituted at different periods modes of
imitating the unfailing worship of heaven. In early ages
she taught her religious in desert and in monastery to di-
vide themselves into choirs, that day and night kept up
the praises of God in uninterrupted psalmody; and in our
days (O happy and heavenly thought !) she has instituted
this perpetual adoration of the Blessed Eucharist of Him
whom in heaven they so worship, with us present as truly
as with them. This it is, dearly beloved, that we are going
to introduce among you.

But it is not your Saviour, “as the hidden manna ” 2
of which you partake, that you have here to reverence and

! Apoc. iv. 6. 2 Thid. ii. 17.
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love; it is your Lord, your God, trinmphant over death for
you, yet shrouding from you His overpowering glory, to
whom you have to pay your open and solemn homage; not
enshrined in His poor tabernacle, where, because unseen,
He is often unhonored; but enthroned, as in heaven, above
His own altar, lord of His own sanctuary, centre of all
surrounding splendor, challenging, with love, deep adora-
tion. Around Him shall flame the hallowed tapers by
whose pure ray the Church symbolizes, however feebly,
the bright spirits that shine around IIis heavenly throne.
At His feet earth shall scatter its choicest flowers, as its
graceful tribute to Him that bloomed so fair from Jesse’s
rootl On all sides shall be arrayed whatever of richness
and splendor our poverty can collect to adorn the chosen
abode of Him who hath said, “ The silver is Mine, and
the gold is Mine,” 2 and does not disdain any manifesta-
tion of our reverence. Hasten then, dearly beloved, to
bring whatever may be necessary to enrich the solemnity
of that happy day when your Lord, in His kingly progress,
shall visit your own temple, saying, “I will fill his house
with glory,” 3 and, whether it be splendid or lowly, shall
there abide in special state. Give proof to all that come
there to visit Him that you prize, you cherish, you love
this privilege which He bestows; and that, like Solomon
and the people of Israel, you have “ gladly offered all those
things” 4 which are requisite to its becoming, and even
splendid, enjoyment. And “ presently the Lord whom you
seek, and the Angel of the testament whom you desire,
shall come to His temple.” 5

Oh, then, go forth with joyful hearts to meet and wel-
come Him; and leave Him not alone, so long as He shall
condescend to dwell in the midst of you. From that lofty

! Isai. xi. 1. ? Aggeus ii. 9, * Ibid. 8.
41 Paral. xxix. 17. 5 Malachias {ii. 1.
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mercy-seat whereon He hath been placed, from that bright
radiance in the midst of which, as a peerless and priceless
gem, He hath been set—beauty Himself, essential light,
and matchless splendor—there go forth on every side, not
scorching rays of glory, not burning shafts of might, but
a mild and constant flow of holiness and grace, which fills
the entire space from roof to pavement with the very
breath and air of heaven. Silent and soft, as wave impell-
ing wave of fragrance goes forth and diffuses itself around,
that savor of sweetness, that balm of life, that virtue
which, emanating from the sacred humanity of Jesus upon
earth, healed all diseases! And from the threshold of
this His palace now, no less than His temple, it will pass
abroad and spread itself on all sides till it reach your dwell-
ings; and more powerful than that blessing which the Ark
of the Covenant (type, whereof you now possess the reality)
shed over the house of Obededom,? it will impart to them
peace and grace, and welfare spiritual and temporal. “I
will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts . .
and in this place I will give peace, saith the Lord of
hosts.” 3

But now it is that you will practise that angelic wor-
ship lost and unknown out of the Catholic Church—the
worship of pure adoration. For beyond her pale men may
praise God, or address Him, or perform other religious acts,
but they cannot know nor make that special homage which
His presence, as we possess it, inspires; when, without
word spoken, or sound uttered, or act performed, the soul
sinks prostrate and annihilates itself before Him; casts all
its powers, and gifts, and brightest ornaments, as worthless
oblations before His altar, and subjects its entire being,
as a victim, to His sole adorable will. When first, then,
you approach the place where He is solemnly worshipped,

! Luke viii. 486. 2 2 Kings vi. 12. ¥ Aggeus ii. 10.
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as you humbly bend your knees and bow your heads, let
this deep and silent adoration be your first act. Speak
not in words; forget all selfish thoughts; repress, even, all
eager longings of your hearts, and receive the benedic-
tion of your mighty Lord in solemn stillness; while you,
reputing yourselves but dust and ashes at His feet, a noth-
ingness before Him, tender Him the homage of loyal vas-
sals, humbled as the clay before the potter,! as the creature
before its God. Then raise up your eyes, those keen eyes
of faith, which, through the veil of sacramental elements,
see, as John did, “in the midst of the seven golden can-
dlesticks, one like to the Son of man,” 2 yea, the adorable
Jesus, the King of your souls; and there feast long your
sight upon that sacred humanity which love hath given
Him, and with it kindred and brotherhood, and ties of
tenderest affection with you. And now speak to Him, but
with outpoured souls, with the unrestrained familiarity of
warmest friendship, face to face; no longer with the awful
Lord, like Moses or Elias, on Horeb,3 but with them, and
Peter and John, on Thabor,* where you see Him radiant
" with His own light, but mild and inviting love.

Pray to Him now for your own salvation and for that
of all mankind. Pray for the exaltation of Iis holy
Church, for the happiness and prosperity of its supreme
Pastor, our dear and afflicted Pontiff. Pray for the propa-
gation of the true faith, and the conversion of all in error,
and especially of our own dear country. DPray that God
will mercifully remove from us the scourges and judgments
which we have deserved by our sins, and remember no
longer our offences, nor those of our parents, but rather
show us mercy, and give to us His good gifts, but princi-
pally His grace, holiness of life, and perseverance in Ilis
holy service. ’

! Isaias xxix. 16. ? Apoc. i. 13.
3 Exod. xxxiii. 11; 3 Kings xix. 11. 4 Matt. xvii, 2.
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And then, oh, never think of rising from before ITim
without thanking Him from your hearts for this miracu-
lous institution of His power and goodness, this sweetest
pledge of His love ! Adore Him now again, as the treasure
of your souls, the food of life, the living Bread that cometh
down from heaven, your consoler, your strengthener, your
surest hope in life and death. Speak to Him of the kind-
ness, of the self-abasement, of the immense condescension
~ which He here exhibits; of the untiring affection for poor
man which He displays, in bearing with so much coldness,
ingratitude, and even sacrilege, as this blessed memorial
of His death exposes Him to; of the still more incompre-
hensible excess of love which makes Him communicate
Himself daily to us, frail and sinful creatures, as our food,
and thus brings our very hearts and souls into contact with
His! And offer Him your humble tribute of reverence
and love, in reparation and atonement for those scoffs,
contradictions and blasphemies to which He has long been,
and is daily, subject in His Adorable Sacrament, and no-
where so much as in this unbelieving land.

But, dearly beloved in Christ, confine not your devo-
tion to the time when the opportunity for this heavenly
act of worship shall come to your very doors. Say rather,
“We will go into His tabernacle, we will adore in the place
where His feet have stood.”* Make this, if possible, a
daily devotion throughout the Lent,—this daily worship
of your divine Saviour in His Blessed Eucharist. Fear not
to penetrate where His humbler temples stand in the midst
of His poor; let your faith guide you beyond the range of
your ordinary occupations, and the beat of worldly recrea-
tions, holding that spot to be the most noble, the most
sacred, and the most highly privileged for the time, in
which He is manifested, to be publicly adored.

1 Ps. cxxxi. 7.
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And the further to encourage you to this devotion,
we not only remind you of the many spiritual favors be-
stowed upon such as practise it, but we exercise the power
conferred upon us by the sovereign Pontiff of communicat-
ing a plenary indulgence, which may be gained by each
one twice in the course of the Lent, with the usual condi-
tions of confession and communion, by visiting the Forty
Hours.

And, beyond the places set down in the Table published
by us of the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in Lon-
don, we leave it to the discretion of the pastor of each
other place in this district, should he deem it conducive
to the piety of his flock to have it in his church or chapel,
on such days as he shall think fit, in the form also pub-
lished by our authority, and with the above conditions
and privileges.

“ Now, to Him who is able to preserve you without sin,
and to present you spotless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy, in the coming of Our Lord Jesus
Christ; to the only God Our Saviour, through Jesus Christ
Our Lord, be glory and magnificence, empire and power
before all ages, and now for all ages of ages.’”

1 Jude 24, 25.



EXTERIOR REVERENCE DUE TO THE
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRA-
MENT.

By R. P. EYMARD,

WE should honor the Blessed Sacrament when exposed
by even greater reverence and respect than when enclosed
in the tabernacle. ( Our Lord exposed in the Blessed
Sacrament is the King upon His throne.) If this respect
be due from all, it should be shown in a more marked de-
gree still by members of the Guard of Honor, who are the
courtiers of this divine King. It is not only an honor that
we are bound to render to Our Lord, but a true adoration,
for He wills to be honored by the body as well as the mind;
to Him is due the adoration of the exterior as well as the
interior man. This is the reason why an exterior and
sensible worship is observed, animated by the interior wor-
ship of charity.

As regards the exterior worship, greater ceremony and
solemnity is required by the Church when the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed than when it is reserved in the tab-
ernacle, because it is a greater manifestation of the love
of Our Lord. The Church wishes that Our Lord should
shine out upon His throne in glory above all others, and
that He should absorb all our thoughts. She will not allow
upon the altar statues of the saints nor sacred relies, wish-
ing that the adorer should concentrate all thoughts and
devotion upon the adorable Person of Jesus Christ,and that
all exterior ceremony may surround the Blessed Sacrament

alone.
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She ordains for these occasions more magnificent orna-
ments and decorations. She requires the priest to wear his
surplice when entering the sanctuary, because ordinary
garb is not fitting at the court of the King.

The genuflection is no longer a sufficient mark of re-
spect; a more profound prostration on both knees is re-
quired when addressing the King upon His throne. We
should study the liturgy of the Church, and by our exterior
deportment in presence of the Blessed Sacrament express
the deep respect and adoration that fill our hearts. We
should preserve a recollected demeanor and keep our eyes
cast down. I do not mean that it is better to close our
eyes. On the contrary, in presence of the exposition, it
is better to look at the altar. Why does the Church ex-
pose Our Lord upon His throne and adorn it with such
beauty and splendor, if she does not wish that we should
look upon this magnificence, in order that our hearts might
by it be led to God ? Why should Our Lord be upon His
throne if it is not that we might see Him better ? He
clothes Himself with these exterior and semsible appear-
ances that impress our senses only that we may say: “I
see the good God through these filmy clouds; IHis face is
hidden, but it is He ! ”

Strange to say, this exterior magnificence never be-
comes a source of distraction to the soul of the adorer.
It is therefore that I say to you: Look at the altar, the burn-
ing tapers, the beautiful flowers, and let them suggest holy
thoughts. It is so natural that we cannot help it. It
would indeed be a mark of disrespect to the Blessed Sacra-
ment if, instead of looking at the altar, we were looking
around to see the people coming in and out, and to notice
their dress or manners. Let your eyes lead you to Our Lord,
and not away from Him.

I would say also: Be dignified and grave in your man-
ner in the presence of Our Lord. Kneel as long as you can,
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and if you must be seated, avoid a negligent and careless
attitude.

We would not loll on the seats at a reception. Surely,
we would like to appear dignified and polite in the society
of people of good breeding.

Do not speak in the church when the Blessed Sacra-
ment is exposed, and do not pay any attention to what is
going on around you. In presence of the King no one
ever thinks of the servants, it would he a great want of
politeness.

Again{ in presence of the Blessed Sacrament, let us put
aside the thought of our business, our friends, our cares,
to think that we are there for God alone)) It is said in the
(anticle of Canticles: “ Do not disturb My beloved until
she awakes,” that is to say, leave the soul that adores Thee
to finish her contemplation. You should be respected and
much respected, and be left in peace to pray when you are
before the Blessed Sacrament: your whole occupation
then is to adore Our Lord and listen to His divine word.

But you say: “ Suppose some one speaks to me ?” Do
not say in reply four words where one would be enough;
do not answer even, “ We will go outside and speak, it
would not do here.” But answer, if it is necessary, by a
simple “yes” or “mno,” in a low voice. There is a way of
speaking, gently in low tones, that is a lesson in itself. If
it is any one over whom you have authority, impose silence
at once; it is your duty.

If we had more respect and understood better the
etiquette of the King’s audience, we would never have the
courage to interrupt any one at prayer; on the contrary,
we would do everything possible to avoid distracting him.
What would we do in the world if a person were called
to an audience with the king by his own desire? Surely
no one would be so rude as to interrupt the interview, not
even one of the king’s ministers. The adoration which is
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an audience with Our Lord, the interview with our souls
that His love has so ardently desired, does it not merit at
least as much consideration as the private audiences with
the kings of this world ? All this shows that our faith is
not what it should be. We should practise perfectly this
worship of exterior reverence in our looks, in our deport-
ment and in our silence; it is enough that our adoration
should suffer from our coldness and distraction of mind;
the exterior, at least, it is always in our power to control.
If our heart is a ruin, a desert, at least let us honor Qur
Lord by the exterior, that we may by that means reach
the interior. i

[From ¢ The Sentinel of the Blessed Sacrament,” Vol.
IL, 8.]



SERMONS ON THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.

SERMON 1.

THE INTENTION OF THE CHURCH AND THE DISPOSITION OF
THE FAITHFUL IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE FORTY HOURS’
PRAYER.

“ Come, let us adore and fall down.”—Ps. xciv. 6.

Ix establishing the devotion which is known as the
Forty Hours’ Adoration, the Church provides that once
each year the homage of every Catholic congregation shall |
be offered in a most solemn and public manner to our dear
"Lord in the Holy Eucharist.

The Church, indeed, invites and urges us to make fre-
quent visits to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament throughout
the whole year, and to pay our meed of adoration to Him
before the altar in silent prayer and solifary devotion.
Once a year, however, at the Forty Hours, every parish in
the diocese takes its turninofferingto our EucharisticKing,
our blessed Saviour in the Sacrament of His love, amid
the most sacred and sublime rites and ceremonies, a public
protestation of faith, a grand demonstration of honor, a
solemn tribute of praise, a united and prolonged, a devout
and most worthy homage of adoration, thanksgiving, repara-
tion and prayer.!

1Vide Preface, pp. 5-8, for history and purposes of the Forty
Hours.
29
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My dear friends, if you have ever tasted the sweet and
heavenly joy of this blessed occasion, you will not need a
pressing invitation to come again and attend the Forty
Hours’ Adoration. That your devotion may be more fruit-
ful, however, we will, before the opening of the Forty
Hours, consider to-day some of the reasons which the
Church had in establishing this devotion, and reflect on
the holy dispositions with which the faithful should attend
it. The Church has many ends in view in the celebration
of the Forty Hours. At present we will consider only three
points.

The Forty Hours should be—

I. A solemn thanksgiving.

II. A source of rich graces and many blessings.

III. A quickening and strengthening of the faith.

First Point—In the Forty Ilours our hearts are glad-
dened and excited to devotion by the chanting of sweet sac-
ramental hymns, and the substance of these songs, to a
great extent, is contained in that beautiful, indulgenced
ejaculation:

“ O Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine!
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine.”

Now, the first disposition which a devout soul should
have in the celebration of the Forty Hours, is a senti-
ment of warmest and deepest grafitude to Jesus in the
great Sacrament of His love. We must be incited to this
by the reflection that (we owe Our Saviour an open
acknowledgment that, among all the gifts and graces we
have received from His merciful hand, the greatest, the
most precious, the most holy is the Blessed Sacrament of
the Altar. ) Let us make this clear: To every Christian
who has a lively faith it must be evident that, among all
the sacraments, the Holy Eucharist holds the first place.
We not only call this Sacrament the “supreme Good;”
it is such in reality.) O my friends, arouse your faith and

———
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consider earnestly what a precious treasure, what a costly
gift, the Blessed Sacrament is! Compare it with other
holy things.

1t is not merely blessed water by which we are purified.

from sin and made a child of God; it is not merely a
mighty, absolving, life-giving word which calls and
awakens the sinner from the grave of sin to the life of
grace; it is not merely a consecrated chrism by which the
child of God is anointed, consecrated, and strengthened
to be a soldier, a warrior for the holy cause of God, his
heavenly Father, and by which he is victorious and
triumphant over the world and the devil and himself; the
Blessed Sacrament, my brethren, is more, far more, inex-
pressibly more. It is the true body, it is the true blood of
Our-Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; or, to speak more prop-
erly, it is Our Lord and God Himself, with flesh and blood,
with soul and body, with divinity and humanity. He has
made Himself a means of grace by a holy sacrament, and
| has given it to each of us.

Rise up, Christian soul, and realize how greatly thy God
has honored thee. See the eyes of thy blessed Redeemer,
which looked so tenderly and helpfully on all misery, which
melted so many hard hearts, and, finally, were blinded with
blood for thee: they are thine.

The ears of thy blessed Redeemer, which were ever open
compassionately to all pleading, and at last for thy sake
heard patiently the horrible ery: Crucify Him! Crucify
Ilim! They are now thine own.

The lips of thy blessed Redeemer, which by
their words of truth and consolation poured forth such
light and infused such balm into the hearts of men, and
at last were moistened for thee with vinegar and bitter
gall, thou mayest call them thine own.

The hands of thy blessed Redeemer, which were ever
open to bless, and ever ready to dry all tears, and at last

/

i
t
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were outstretched, pierced through and nailed fast, of them
mayest thou say: I possess them.

The feet of thy blessed Redeemer, which went about
sore and wounded bringing peace and happiness to all, and
at last were fastened to the cross for thee, of them mayest
thou say: They are mine.

And the Heart of thy blessed Redeemer, in which every
one of His creatures, even the least, has a place, and which
at last was broken by the pain caused by our sins, even of
this mayest thou say: It is my own.

The soul of thy blessed Redeemer, which lived for
nothing but the salvation of men, which was consumed by
longing for the redemption of the world, which was sor-
rowful unto death, and at last sank under the abandon-
ment of God, and gave itself into the hands of His heavenly
Father, of that too mayest thou say: It is mine.

Yes, the divinity of thy blessed Redeemer, which loved
thee so much that it emptied itself and assumed the form
of a servant, and in this form of a servant was obedient
unto death, even unto the death of the cross, of this thou
mayest say it is now thine own. O truly of all heavenly
gifts the Blessed Sacrament is the most sublime, the most
precious, the holiest !

And now need I add a word to make it clear that we
must unite this week in deepest gratitude to repeat sol-

emnly and publicly to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament .

the prayer of praise: “ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacra-

%

ment! ” to chant to Him our “Ave Jesu!” to cry: 4

“ O Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine! ]
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine.” )
A [T nges
My brethren, let us not be put to shame by the faithful
of the 0ld Law. Hear how King David, by the inspiration
of God, called upon the chosen people: “ Praise the Lord,
O Jerusalem: praise thy God, O Sion.” And why should
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they do this ? Hear what the Psalmist says further: “ Be-
cause He declareth His word to Jacob: His justices and His
judgments to Israel.” Therefore, since God had made
His revelations to them, the Jewish people should not
weary in praising its Lord. And the royal singer adds:
“He hath not done in like manner to every nation: And
His judgments He hath not made manifest to them.”
Then in what words would he have called upon them to
praise God had that gift of grace, the Blessed Sacrament,
been revealed to his people ? Ie had a slight presenti-
ment of it. In the manna he had a faint foreshadowing of
the Blessed Sacrament, but we note that words fail him in
speaking of it. He exclaims: “T will praise Thee, O Lord,
with my whole heart,” but, he says to himself, not I alone;
that is not enough, and he adds: “In the counsel of the
just, and in the congregation.” And how does he express
this praise of God ? “ Great,” he exclaims, “ are the works
of the Lord: sought out according to all His wills. His
work is praise and magnificence. He hath made a remem-
brance of His wonderful works, being a merciful and
gracious Lord.” Ah, how full of gratitude is a heart that
thus rejoices | And behold, my brethren, we find here also
indicated the manner in which we should show our grati-
tude to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
Beloved, it is a part of gratitude to make known and to
7 acknowledge the grace which we have received; to openly
reveal how highly we value it; to seek opportunities to
praise the Giver. And you will now understand and feel
why the Church—the David, the divine messenger of the
New Testament—should summon everything that is mag-
nificent, precious, and beautiful in the domain of nature
and art to glorify and honor the Blessed Sacrament.
Behold, Jesus has made Himself so little and hidden
in the Blessed Sacrament for us, and the Church builds
Him grand cathedrals, churches, and chapels; Jesus has
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made Himself poor in the Blessed Sacrament in order to
enrich us, and the Church gives Him all riches and treas-
ures; Jesus is so silent in the Blessed Sacrament, and the
houses of God resound with prayer and song, whereby He
is loudly and solemnly praised and glorified, adored and
invoked. '

The Church does this with a feeling of deepest grati-
tude, for she knows that she owes, now and forever, a great
debt to her dear Lord, which cannot be paid, and must
stand undischarged. She is indebted to Him for this Sac-
rament, in which are contained all the riches of the com-
passion of a God; in which is enthroned the fulness of the
divinity, and she will at least do all that she can to prevent
it from being a hidden treasure. Yes, being sensible of
the love and ceaseless bounty of her Spouse, who has
adorned her with this Most Holy Sacrament, she will pub-
lish her love and acknowledgment of it, rendering Him
praise, glory, and thanksgiving, and, louder than words can
express it, church and tower, the solemn peal of bells, the
organ and the altar, the richest vestments and hundreds of
burning candles, the perfume of flowers, the earnest
prayers and sacred chants of men cry out:  Come and
behold the great things that the Lord has done for me,
and I will show thee the remembrance of the wonderful
works of God, thy great, living God, in the little, lifeless,
inanimate form of bread.”

Surely, Christian soul, you must approve of the
Church’s action, but you must also unite yourself to her,
for this great Sgcrament belongs to you; is completely
and forever yours. Therefore the Church cries out to you:
“ Come with me, pray with me, and let us fall down before
our God in the Blessed Sacrament.”

Beloved, let us do this, and prove that to us the Blessed
Sacrament is the highest Good; let us prove that we have
a taste for what is divine and heavenly; let us prove that
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to us the lowly, lifeless form of bread that we see is not
only no temptation to us to leave neglected and dishonored
the majesty of Our Lord and God who has condescended
to dwell therein, but rather the fact that Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament is a hidden God and Saviour shall make
us praise and honor more and more this great, wonderful
and holiest of sacraments. We will prove that we know
whose fault it is that Jesus dwells among us so poor and
humiliated. We, my brethren, because we are sinners,
who stand in need of the sacrifice of propitiation, bear the
guilt thereof. Oh, we know, beloved, that we owe Him
thanks that for love of us He has voluntarily confined
Himself in this prison of the form of bread, and shall we
weary of repeating in deepest gratitude: ¢ Blessed be the
Most Holy Sacrament!” of devoutly singing our “Ave
Jesu!” and of crying out:

“ 0 Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine!
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine.”

Another object that the Church has in view in estab-
lishing the Forty Hours is this: She wishes to apply to
the faithful all the graces and blessings of the Sacra-
ment.

Second Point.—There are occasions upon which princes
and kings bestow their gifts generously upon their sub-
jects. If a whole people unanimously arose, and went
solemnly to its lord to offer him publicly its homage, the
day on which they did this would surely be such an oc-
casion. The people would have gone to him because the
king desired it, therefore they must retain something to
make them conscious that they had been near to the king,
and it would be a duty on the part of the sovereign to make
the day one that his people could not forget. And this
should not be merely by showing himself to them in his
splendor and might, but rather by helping them. For a
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king is not only a lord, he is also the father of his
people.

We know perfectly well that Jesus can help us, and make
us feel His love and compassion even though we be far
away from the holy place where He dwells in the Blessed
Sacrament with His divinity and humanity. For what e
did when He went about visibly among us under the form
of a servant, He can do now that He abides with us in-
visibly under the form of bread, and not all who then ex-
perienced His compassionate assistance were in His bodily
presence; many were far, far away. Even thus it is now;
Our Lord sends help to many from the tabernacle, though
they have not gone to Him in the Blessed Sacrament.

Yes, beloved, and there is something more. Even if
we are before the Blessed Sacrament we must have that
faith which we see in the centurion in the Gospel, who
gpoke to Our Lord and asked Him to heal his servant.
When Our Lord said to him: “I will come and heal him,”
this believing soul made a reply that not only showed his
profound humility, but also expressed a great truth. <O
Lord,” he protested reverently, “I am not worthy that
Thou shouldst enter under my roof.” And, so strongly
was he convinced that this was not necessary to the doing
of what he desired that he added: ¢ Say but the word,
and my servant shall be healed.” Behold, my brethren,
this faith must we have, even when we are before the
Blessed Sacrament. This is so true and certain, beloved,
that in the solemn moment when we are about to receive
Our Lord to the nourishment of our soul, the Church puts
these words into our mouth. When you are prepared,
when with yearning desire you have prayed, and have in-
vited your Lord with the words: “ Come, O my Jesus,
and visit me, and strengthen my soul with Thy grace; I
am so weary and heavy laden; O quicken my soul,” what
does the priest do by command of the Holy Ghost en-
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lightening the Church ? He shows you your blessed Lord
under the form of bread, and prays thrice the prayer in
which you must join: “Lord, I am not worthy that Thou
shouldst enter under my roof; say but the word and my
soul shall be healed.” You see that we Christians know
quite well that Jesus can help us, and show us Iis love
and compassion without our presenting ourselves in the
holy place where He dwells under the form of bread, with
His divinity and humanity.

But, my brethren, in connection with this truth, there
is another fact to be considered. While Jesus was on
earth He surely showed His compassion to those who were
around Him. He poured forth His assistance without re-
serve, with the greatest generosity when the people drew
near Him in great multitudes, and gave Him special proofs
of their confidence. St. Luke tells us in his gospel: “ And
coming down with them He stood in a plain place, and the
company of His disciples, and a very great multitude of
people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and the seacoast
both of Tyre and Sidon who were come to hear Him and
be healed of their diseases. And they that were troubled
with unclean spirits were cured. And all the multitude
sought to touch Him, for virtue went out of Him, and
healed all.” You see there, beloved, the people in a great
multitude; you see an especial proof of veneration, of
honor, and confidence shown Our Lord by this multitude.
You sec also that each one was helped according to his
need, because all had approached Our Lord in a solemn
manner. And so, too, my brethren, though we have
just said that Jesus can show us His compassion and love
and power through the Blessed Sacrament, even though
we have not presented ourselves before IHis tabernacle,
yet we must not forget that He opens His treasures more
generously for those who take the trouble to come to Him
in the Blessed Sacrament, and He will lavish them without
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reserve, in more abundant fulness still, when His faithful
come in great multitudes to pay Him a particular homage,
as at the Forty Hours.

How could it be otherwise ? For, my brethren, if it
is true that Our Lord dwells among us in the Blessed Sacra-
ment with the intention of helping us, then it is a special
inducement for Him to open His treasures and share them
with the faithful if they present themselves before Him,
and come to plead with Him for them. Particularly will
He bestow His treasures, and far, far will they flow out
from Him, if the faithful come to Him, not singly, or in
solitude to show their devotion to Him, but rather if they
unite together to do this, and Our Lord sees them around
Him, worshipping Him openly and solemnly.

Behold the end the Church has in view when she or-
dains that the Forty Hours shall be celebrated yearly in
each parish. Not content with urging the people to comel
often to visit Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and
adore Him in silence, the Church desires them to come
for many consecutive hours to their hidden Saviour, to
come in great multitudes, and publicly and solemnly praise,
glorify, and adore Him, and make reparation to Him in
prayer and song; and she does this, among other reasons,
that the graces and blessings of the Sacrament may flow
upon us in greater fulness. Therefore she cries out to
you: “Come now at this time; fall down with me before
your God in the Blessed Sacrament, and adore Him with
me: many and great are the blessings which our dear Lord
will shower upon you.”

You will certainly call this action of the Church right
and proper, but you must also respond earnestly to this
invitation; you must act in union with the Church; you
must bear your full share in the Forty Hours; you must
take care that all the hours of adoration, to the very end,
are well attended. Let the stream of visitors never be in-
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terrupted. For the Blessed Sacrament belongs to you,
belongs entirely to you, and forever.

Yes, beloved, do this; show that you desire the treas-
ures and graces of Our Lord to be poured upon you from
the Blessed Sacrament; show that you understand what
the King of glory expects while He dwells in our midst,
and what Christendom must do if it will have Jesus open
His gentle hand and fill all with joy; vie with one another
in the fervor of your devotion, till graces and blessings and
all spiritual treasures without reservation, and in°the fullest
measure, flow upon you from the Blessed Sacrament.
Therefore take heed, and do your part that our Forty
Hours may be what it should be, a solemn homage that the
entire Christian people brings to its Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament, that thereby we may fulfil the intention of the
Church, which is to rejoice His bountiful, loving, Sacred
Heart, and send you home richly endowed with graces and
blessings of every kind.

Come all of you to the Forty Hours; come so that each
hour of adoration, even to the last, be well attended; see
that there is ever a great multitude here who piously
pray: “ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament!” and sing
from devout hearts: “ Ave Jesu !” and cry with fervor:

O Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine!
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine.”

And now let us consider the third end that the Church
has in view in celebrating annually the Forty Hours. She
will thereby enliven and strengthen our faith.

Third Point.~It is with faith as it is with love.{ Tove
diminishes with time, becomes lukewarm, and grows cold;

' in many cases faith, too, grows feeble in the course of time,
becomes weak, powerless, lifeleg_s) True, it may not be
quite extinguished and burned out, but with many
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| it has no longer the strength and power, the activity and

| life that enable it.to do or to resist whatever faith dictates.

/f For, dear brethren, to keep to our subject,(see what disre-

/' spect is shown before our altars, how- irreverently people

! behave; what coldness, ingratitude, and distractions they

are guilty of at divine service, when hearing Mass, and
receiving holy communion.

The reason that those who are guilty of these faults
make so little of them is because their faith in the Blessed
Sacrament is so feeble, so perfunctory; because it is not a
faith deep-rooted in their heart. How necessary, then, that
it should not fall away, and diminish still further, but
should be raised up again, and made living and strong by
a grand demonstration, a solemn celebration, which will
make an impression that will waken and direct it. How
necessary is this also to those whose faith in the Blessed
Sacrament is still firm and fruitful, that it may not weaken
and fall away, but rather retain its vigor, increasing and
perfecting itself.

It surely cannot be disputed that the Forty Hours is a
feast which best leads to this end, which is best suited to
awaken and strengthen a sleeping and benumbed faith, and
to bring it to new activity, to greater strength and per-
fection. For what is this magnificent celebration of the
Forty Hours, during which the Most Holy is surrounded
by the splendor of burning candles, the fragrance and
beautiful tints of flowers placed before the tabernacle’s
majestic throne, and the faithful assembled in untiring
multitudes from early morning into the shades of night,
kneeling in prayer and singing hymns that come from
hearts adoring and praising their Lord in the Holy
Eucharist ? Tt is nothing else than a renewed profession
of faith in the Blessed Sacrament which the Church makes;
an official and solemn profession, a public and united, and,
therefore, a worthy profession of this faith,
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Yes, dear brethren, this mutual example that we give
one another, this universal conviction so solemnly mani-
fested, this unanimity calls forth a faith so strong and
sure that, I might say, all difficulties are removed in a
moment, all doubts yield, and are scattered like mists be-
fore the sun. We see, and believe; not as Thomas, of
whom it is written that he had to see in order to believe,
nor like those of whom Our Lord said: * Blessed are those
who have not seen, and yet believe ”—no, mot thus, for
we see, and believe; that is, we see this sublime and touch-
ing feast; the open, public, solemn and united adoration
of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and that which the
Christian sees draws him to that which he does not see;
to believe that—

“Lo, the Good, supreme and best,
On the altar deigns to rest;
Is with flesh and blood our Guest,”

but to believe it much more vividly, much more strongly
than before. Oh, how sincerely Christians sing from their
hearts in the Forty Hours—

“ Here our God Himself we see,
Knowest thou how this can be?
Here the senses all must fail;
Faith alone can pierce the veil,”

and the breezes are laden with the echo of our hymn.
Now, beloved, if the feast of the Forty Hours produces
such an effect on the hearts of Christians, brings about
such a change for good, you see plainly how right and
holy, how wise and potent are the three reasons that the
Church does not content herself with urging the faithful
to go alone to visit, praise, adore, and supplicate Our Lord
in the Holy Eucharist in silence and solitude, but has set
apart one celebration in the year, in which her children
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in each parish should unite to bring the homage of their
adoration, thanksgiving, reparation, and prayer to Our
Lord dwelling on our altars under the form of bread. She
does this in order to enliven and strengthen anew in the
hearts of her children their faith in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. And, oh, how many Christians there are who still
believe in the Blessed Sacrament who would have long
since lost their faith if it were not strengthened and
enlivened each year anew by this sublime and touching
feast of the Forty Hours; and in how many Christians who
have now a strong faith in the Blessed Sacrament would
this faith be only faint and feeble had not this beautiful
feast given their believing hearts more light and convie-
tion, more warmth and zeal, constantly growing and be-
coming more fruitful. '

Verily, my brethren, you must pronounce this action of
the Church wise and proper; but the more clearly you see
that the intention of the Church in establishing and cele-
brating this feast is reasonable, holy, and productive of
blessings, the more closely must you unite yourself to her,
in order to carry out her intentions.

We must, therefore, take care that this beautiful feast
becomes actually a restorative and source of strength to
our faith in the Blessed Sacrament; you must bear your
full share in the celebration of the Forty Hours; you must
so order it that every hour of adoration, even to the last,
be well attended. Beloved, do this; prove that you recog-
nize and know how to esteem this priceless gift of God;
prove that your faith in the Blessed Sacrament is sincere
and deeply rooted in your hearts; prove that you compre-
hend what must be done that our faith may not decrease,
become faint and feeble, but rather that it may increase,
growing ever greater and stronger. And take care to do
your part that our Forty Hours may be what it should be,
a homage to Our Saviour so solemn and affecting that it
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will influence all, drawing all hither that faith in the
Blessed Sacrament may be strengthened in all. Take care,
therefore, to come in such numbers that it may be said
our whole congregation has paid this solemn homage to
Our Lord, and that the few who neglect their duty may be
ashamed to have stood apart in their indifference, which
arises from their lack of faith.

Once more then, beloved, hear the invitation: Come ye
all to the Forty Hours! But so come that each hour of
prayer, to the very last, be well attended. Make it your
glory and your pride that this time the number of adorers
before the Most Holy be greater than ever; may there be
always a multitude here to repeat piously: ¢ Blessed be
the Most Holy Sacrament !” to sing from devout hearts,
“Ave Jesu!” to cry out incessantly:

“O Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine!
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine.”

Behold then, dear brethren, three of the holy and bene-
ficial ends which the Church had in view in establishing
the Forty Hours. This beautiful feast should be a solemn
thanksgiving, a means for the bestowal of grace and bless-
ing, and a new awakening and strengthening of faith. And
where the Forty Hours is such a feast, I can venture to
apply to it the sublime and joyful words uttered by the
inspired Apostle: “ Behold now is the acceptable time; be-
hold now is the day of salvation.” For to the Christian

. who believes, how acceptable must this time be; how he
must look forward to, and long for this most blessed time,
in which an opportunity is given him to diminish the in-
caleulable guilt that lies upon his soul, and solemnly give
thanks to our dear Lord for that excessive love which
makes Him dwell with us, constantly bestowing His graces,
day and night, even to the end of time. How acceptable
to the Christian who believes, how longed for, and antici-
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pated, must be that day which the Church has ordained
and directed shall be a day of salvation, a day on which
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament opens wide His gentle
hand, and pours forth in excessive fulness the treasures
of the kingdom of heaven upon all; a day on which oar
dear Lord puts new strength and life into the hearts of
His own who show to Him their faith in this great, mys-
terious Sacrament of His love. Now, beloved, greet this
time of the Forty Hours with joy, as the blessed day which
is sent to you by heaven; celebrate it also in such spirit,
and with such disposition, that it may become to you a
holy time—truly a “day of salvation.”

Yes, beloved, a holy time must it be; perfectly holy
must be all your actions at this celebration; we have to
render the service of angels before the Most Holy, we must
hasten to come to Him, fall down before Him, ¢ with
cherubim and seraphim raise our voices to praise God, the
God of Sabaoth” for this Bread of heaven, to solemnly
render to Our Lord the thanks due Him for remaining so
lovingly with us. It must also be a day of salvation; every-
thing we do on this day must be productive of blessing.
Let your conviction be strong that Our Lord will dis-
tribute His graces most generously when His followers
surround Him in a great multitude, and that our faith in
the Blessed Sacrament will be enlivened and strengthened
when we are closely banded together for this solemn wor-
ship. Hence we must each of us make a strong resolution
that it shall be a sacred and inviolable duty to celebrate
the Forty Hours most zealously. Ah, my beloved, do this.

But Thou who art in this Sacrament abiding with us,
a gracious Saviour, accept this, our feeble, impotent thank-
offering; open Thy bountiful hand and fill us all with the
treasures of Thy grace, with Thy love and mercy. Above
all strengthen and enliven our faith in this Most Holy
Sacrament; grant us ever more to feel the joy, and to
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profit by the great happiness of possessing Thee, our great
God and our All, in the sublime Sacrament of the Altar.

Yes, dear Lord, King and Spouse of our hearts, give
us the grace that as long as we live we may never weary -
of coming to Thee in Thy Holy Sacrament, of falling down
before Thy blessed face, and praising Thee, and adoring
Thee as our God truly present, as our loving Saviour and
Our Redeemer. But give us also the grace to receive Thee
worthily in the hour of our death, that we may pass from
this vale of tears under Thy shadow and protection, and
with Thee enter into eternity, to find there not an angry
Judge, who shall drive us from Him, but a gentle and
merciful Saviour, who will lead us into the realms of
heavenly bliss, there with Mary, Thy glorious Mother, and
all Thy blessed angels and saints to see Thee clearly face
to face; to love, praise, and adore Thee for all eternity.
Amen !



SERMON II.

ADORATION—REPARATION,

#Come, let us adore and fall down : and weep before the Lord.”
—Ps, xciv. 6.

You know the intention of the Church in establishing
the Forty Hours. She wishes that all her children, all
Christians over whom she exerts a mother’s right, a
mother’s care, should show a well-merited honor and ador-
ation to their Lord in the Holy Eucharist; that even if it
costs a sacrifice all should come to visit Him, to adore and
praise Him, thanking Him, and making reparation to
Him. She invites every one to do this, and gives all an
opportunity to respond easily to this invitation. Each hour
of the whole day is consecrated to the Most Holy Sacra-
ment, so that you can choose for yourself the time that is
most convenient for you. When we reflect who invites
us, and to what we are bidden, and how easily we can re-
spond to this invitation, we must say—we, at least, who
have Catholic hearts—that we cannot refuse it.

How sad it is that we can foresee with certainty that
there are children whom the Church has brought up whom
she will miss from the side of her Lord during the Forty
Hours; but, above all, how sad it is that the Church must
say that the number of her children who no longer hear
her, and never again will hear her when she invites them
to the Forty Hours, has grown exceedingly great. You

' 46
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may conceive how great a grief this is to the Church; she
has a mother’s heart, and is anxiously careful of her chil-
dren’s welfare.

But, thank God, the Church has also other, and dutiful
children; children who are her joy; Catholic Christians who
keep the feast of the Forty Hours sacredly, and who come
to their parish church, and pray devoutly to their Lord
concealed in the monstrance. We have Christians who do
this throughout the entire year; they are found in every
parish where the Forty Hours is held. We have Christians
who make great sacrifices to come, whose absence might
be excused, for they have no time during the day, yet who
come in the early morning, and late at night when they are
tired; others there are who could take a more convenient
hour, but come when it is difficult to do so, choosing a
time when it is hard to make a visit. There are Christians
who have done this constantly for long years; who are not
content with celebrating the Forty Hours, but have formed
themselves into sacramental confraternities, which perpet-
ually adore the Blessed Sacrament. Surely these faithful
souls deserve great honor; theirs is a noble generosity that
merits the highest praise, and the kind and loving Saviour
will reward these true Christians, these dutiful children of
the Catholic Church. But where are these Christians, and
who are they? Beloved, they may be all of you; surely
they are most of you who are found here for the opening
of the Forty Hours, and my words are applicable to you.
As you may conclude from what I have just said, there are
two things which I wish to impress upon you to be done in
the Forty Hours. I must call upon you to adore Our Lord
in the Blessed Sacrament, and make reparation to Him, if
not with actual tears in your eyes, at least with sorrow in
your heart. Therefore, I bid you:

I. Behold Our Lord actually present in the Blessed
Sacrament, and adore Him.
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II. Behold Him there so little honored, and make
reparation to Him.

First Point.—Behold the altar! What do you see there?
The eye, as St. Cesarius says, sees something round, some-
thing without limbs, something inanimate, unable to move,
something without flesh and blood, something that has
not the faintest resemblance to man, something that has,
on the other hand, not a trace of likeness to the highest
Being, and which is to the corporeal eye totally unlike
Our Lord and God: what we see is something that appears
like bread. Look at the altar, and at what you see there;
it is placed upon your tongue; tell me what you see and
taste. Certainly no flesh, no blood, no warmth, no life.
No, it tastes like bread; it looks like bread.

But now tell me, beloved, what that actually and in
truth is which looks like bread, which tastes like bread?
Reply candidly, just as you think; answer with conviction,
saying only as much, neither more nor less, than you can
assert positively. But, beloved, before you answer, allow
me one word, one remark. That which we see there is
something that for eighteen hundred years has been pre-
served in the tabernacle in costly, consecrated vessels; it
is something put on the altar for homage and reverence,
wherewith also benediction is given; it is something that
has been held as absolutely holy, as a Thing before which
every knee must bend. Now, if this is so, who can tell us,
who dares tell us, what this holy Thing is that seems, and
feels, and tastes like bread?

The words of St. Peter are here fulfilled: “ TLord, to
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.”
Speak, Lord, Thy servant heareth. No one but Our Lord
can tell us this, and especially since it is He who gives
us this holy Thing. You must admit this. Then, beloved,
every doubt is removed; it is clear and indisputably cer-
tain what a holy Thing it is that our religion preserves
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upon the altar, and which appears and tastes like bread.
For know that the holy, truthful, and almighty lips of Our
Lord spoke an eternally memorable and efficacious word
over the bread, which He took in His holy and venerable
hands, blessed, and brake, and gave to His disciples, say-
ing, “ This is My body.” That means: This that I hold in
My hands; this that I have blessed; this that but now was
bread, though outwardly it may still seem, taste, smell like
bread, precisely as before, in substance is no longer bread.
“Tt is My body.” Does it not mean this ?

Hear what St. Cyril of Jerusalem says in the instruec-
tions on the Sacrament of the Altar which he gave to the a/
newly baptized: L‘_‘ When Our Lord has spoken over the —
bread, and said plainly and unmistakably, ¢This is My
body,” who will dare doubt, or be uncertain of it, much
less say that it is not ?”) We must note this well. For
you see, brethren, everything that may be said of the
Blessed Sacrament—that it is a symbol, a sign, a memorial
of the body of Jesus does not help matters; it is all false
unless one say: “It is actually the body of Jesus.” For
all these titles you have heard deny that the Holy Euchar-
ist is the body of Jesus, while the words spoken by those
lips that are all purity, those lips that spoke so plainly to
man’s comprehension, and directed the hand mighty
enough to perform what the lips had spoken—these words
declare, “ This is My body.” Here, my brethren, is appli-
cable the hymn that we sing to the Most High:

\

“ Christian, rouse thy faith to see e/
This great work wrought here for thee:”

You cannot judge this sacred Mystery of the Altar by
what you see:

IN

“ Here the senses all must fail;
Faith alone can pierce the veil.”
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This holy Thing on the altar is the remembrance, the
masterpiece of the wonders of God, and of the love of an
incarnate God, who loved you to the end. Surely you can-
not judge and estimate it by what you feel, smell, and
taste, nor by any previous experience, nor by what your
mind can grasp; you can only judge and estimate it by
what Our Lord said in establishing this remembrance of
His wonderful works. Here you will not dare to see, feel,
nor taste. “ No longer are our eyes of use;” “our senses
cannot enter here.” You will only dare confess, “ Here
faith alone can understand.” And this faith, having heard
the words, “ This is My body,” sees and knows:

“From the sacred Host is fled
All the substance of the bread.”

Sees and knows that:

“ Of the bread and wine is here
Only that which doth appear.”

Sees and knows that:

“Now the Good, supreme and best,
On our altar deigns to rest;
Is with flesh and blood our Guest.”

Sees and knows that:

“In the monstrance is adored
Christ, our undivided Lord.”

Sees and knows that, “ God Himself is here.”

Yes, beloved, we must unite ourselves to St. Cesarius,
who says, “I believe the divine Word, and through it I
know that that which is immolated on our altar, and is
adored and received, has not merely a likeness to God,
not even merely an equal value with God, but is, in truth,
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actually and substantially, the divine body.” And let-us
add, because the true body of Jesus is living and united
with the divine majesty, so we believe that Christ is whole
and entire in the monstrance, with divinity and humanity,
with body and soul, with flesh and blood.

You are thoreughly convinced of this, brethren; it is
your strong, unalterable faith. The holy, almighty words
of the Son of God must ring forever in our ears, “ This is
My body.” Now, lift up your eyes and once more look
at the altar, and tell me who it is who is here with us,
before us? Who it is who is here among us, whose eyes
are turned upon us ? O my brethren ! What a great Lord,
what a mighty King and Ruler, what a magnificent Sov-
ereign and Master, what sublime, infinite Majesty, what a
noble Guest is here! Think of it a moment. It is Christ,
the Son of the living God, adored from all eternity! Yes,
my brethren, God Himself, the thrice holy God, our great
Lord and God is here! He who created all things by a
word; He who reigns from ocean to ocean; He who sustains
the universe by a finger; He hefore whose breath the earth
would vanish away; He at whose touch the pillars of heaven
would crumble; He who is the King of kings, in whose
presence nothing is of value, everything is as nothing, and
dwindles away; He whom the heavens cannot contain, nor
the earth bound; He, the true, holy, eternal God is here,
with us, among us !

Surely then, beloved, our knee will bow; surely we shall
fall down before His most holy countenance and adore
Him. You know He is worthy to receive power, and divin-
ity, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and
benediction. You know that to your Lord hath been given
a name which is above everyname; that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow of those that are in heaven, and on
earth, and under the earth. You knowthatto your Lord,the
incarnate God, veneration is due from all, and that venera-
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tion which is the highest of all homage, a veneration due to
none other but to Him alone; it is adoration; it is the
acknowledgment that: Thou only art holy. Thou only
art the Lord. Thou only, O Jesus Christ, art the Most
High.” It is the acknowledgment: “ Thou hast created us,
and hast laid Thy hand upon us, and we are Thine for

all eternity.” And He desires this adoration. “To Me

shalt thou bow the knee; the Lord thy God shalt thou
adore.” My brethren, I say again:
“Now the Good, supreme and best,

On our altar deigns to rest;
Is with flesh and blood our Guest.”

Again I say, “ God Himself is here.” And remember
those are holy days in which the Church with her children
brings solemnly and publicly to Our Lord in the Holy
Eucharist the homage of adoration that is due Him, that
is fitting, and that it is our duty to bring. So I call upon
you to unite yourselves with the Chureh, and, falling down
with her before Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, pray
with deep emotion,  Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament,”
and let your Lord hear from adoring hearts and lips:

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth! Heaven and earth

are full of Thy glory.”

Now let us go a step further, and ask how you shall
bring this homage of adoration to your Tord during the
Forty Hours ? Look again at the altar, and sce, and reflect
who it is to whom you will thus pay homage. It is the
Redeemer, Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. Be-
loved, when I repeat the name of Jesus to you, is not
your heart filled with consolation and joy? And when I
say that there is now a question of giving Jesus a proof of
love and gratitude, is not this a message of joy to each one
of us ? Do you not think, “ 0 my Jesus, my Saviour, I
have too much for which to thank Thee; of Thy fulness

e
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have we received.” He has given us the power to become
the children of God; e has filled us with grace and truth;
He has immolated Himself that we might not be lost, but
might have eternal life. He could ask us what He would,
and were it much or were it hard, we would give it to Him,;
we would do it for Him, and would give and do it joyfully.
Now, brethren, keep your word; be faithful in this; do
with joyful hearts what your Lord expects of you during
these days. Yes, my brethren, we must rejoice and bhe
glad that we have the desired opportunity to bring pub-
licly and solemnly to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament
the homage of adoration which is His due. Therefore,
beloved, say, with happy hearts, “ Blessed be the Most
Holy Sacrament!” with happy hearts repeat: “ Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God of Sabaoth ! Heaven and earth are full
of Thy glory.” And I have still one thing to add. You
have just permitted me to say that our blessed Lord might
ask of you what He would, and you would give it to Him,
and do it for Him. Now tell me what you will do to
make the Forty Hours truly a homage of adoration which
we pay to our dear Lord ? For it depends entirely upon
you; depends on how many hours, and which hours each
of you will take, and depends especially on how the hours
of prayer in our visits are spent. Before you give me your
answer look again at the altar, and tell me who it is who
is present there ? There can be but one reply:

“In the monstrance is adored
Christ, our undivided Lord.”

You see how entirely Our Lord sacrifices Himself for
us, how much He does for us. He not merely gives us His
teaching, His commandments, Ilis grace, His life, His
strength, His thoughts, His efforts, His time, but Himself,
as God-man, and everything that He is and has, His body
and all its members; His precious blood, and all its value;
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Tis Heart, and all the riches of its love; His soul, with all
its virtues and merits; His divinity, with all the fulness
of its infinite perfections; all this He gives us in this Sac-
rament, and that is everything. There is no more to give.

Now, beloved, can it be hard for us to sacrifice some-
thing of our time, our business and gains, something of
our ease, desires and pleasures, something of our thoughts,
passions and feelings to express our love and gratitude
to Our Lord, and bear our share in making the homage of
adoration publicly paid Him in the Forty Hours a fitting
solemnity ? Oh, surely you agree with me, and I speak
for each heart here when I say that we will so arrange
that we can give a few hours to our visits, and will take
care that all hours, even to the end, many visitors shall
be here, and that we will take pains to repeat with recol-
lection and devotion, and deep emotion, the prayer,
“ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament!” “ Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God of Sabaoth! Heaven and earth are full of
Thy glory.” For this adoration is due Our Lord. But we
also owe Him reparation.

Second Point—Not only will the Church pay Our
Lord homage by the Forty Hours; she will also make
solemn reparation to Him in the Blessed Sacrament for
all the many and great insults and offences which His un-
grateful creatures have already committed, and will always
commit against Him. You well know that but little of
the honor which it is our duty to render, and is due to
Our Lord in this Most Divine Sacrament is paid Him, and
that He is even sorely dishonored. Unfortunately this is
a well-established, incontrovertible fact, and we must all
acknowledge, to our shame and our great sorrow, that we,
too, have often insulted and offended Our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament; one more, another less. What then
remains for us to do but to unite ourselves to the Church
during the Forty Hours, sinking on our knees with hearts
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full of repentance and contrition, and openly and solemnly
praying, “ O dearest Jesus! May Thy blessed Mother,
together with all the angels and saints, bless Thee in repa-
ration for all the insults and offences which Thy ungrate-
ful creatures have ever committed, or ever will commit,
to the end of time, against Thee, the supreme Good.” But,
my brethren, do you wish this to be a true reparation, re-
storing to Our Lord the honor of which He has been
robbed, to be a solemn condemnation of the insults in-
flicted upon Him, and an actual reparation for them ?
Then this beautiful prayer of reparation must not be re-
peated thoughtlessly, unfeelingly, but must be said with
compassion, with sorrow, with contrite and broken hearts.

Therefore, let us bring to mind the many and great
outrages and insults inflicted on Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament in the three offices—if I may so call them—
which He has assumed in the Holy Eucharist. For He is
in this Sacrament as our King, whom we reverence; as our
Helper, to whom we pray; as the Lamb of God who taketh
away our sins, perpetually with us, in order to come to
us in the Holy Mass, and to enter our hearts as the nour-
ishment of our souls in holy communion. Surely, as we
repeat these words, there comes to our mind an incalculable
multitude, an overwhelming flood of insults and offences
that are daily poured forth and hurled at our blessed Lord.

Our Lord dwells day and night in the Holy Eucharist,
waiting for His people to worship Him and pray to Him,
yet most of the hours of the day He is alone, and all alone,
and only now and then comes—not a great multitude of
believers—but one or two faithful souls, and they not for
long, but for only a few moments; yet it is the sacred duty
of every one, and most profitable for him, to come often
and stay long with the dear Lord. The saddest and most
shocking thing is that the majority of Christians com-
pletely forget their Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, be-
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cause He abides under the form of bread, and live as if
He did not dwell with them. In truth, for the majority
of Christians, Our Lord is an abandoned Gtod! But, be-
loved, what contempt, what insult, what outrage for Him !
Oh, then, during the Forty Hours kneel down before your
deeply injured and dishonored Lord, and make reparation,
because He is a God forgotten and abandoned by His own.
Say to Him with compassionate, contrite and broken hearts,
“(Q dearest Jesus! May Thy blessed Mother, together
with all the angels and saints, bless Thee in reparation for
all the insults and offences which Thy ungrateful creatures
have committed, or ever will commit, to the end of time,
against Thee, the supreme Good.”

Since Our Lord is present day and night with all His
divine majesty in the Blessed Sacrament, it is the most
sacred duty of a Christian to show the greatest possible
reverence each time and always when he enters the church.
But, brethren, how improperly most people behave then,
entering the church without the least recollection or de-
votion! How many Christians make no genuflection
before the Most High, and how few make an actual
genuflection, touching the ground? One frequently
sees Christians shamelessly lay aside in church all the
politeness they display in the street. For do all Chris-
tians when in church at the service of God behave as
their duty demands, or do even the majority behave
thus? Think whether people always kneel, and kneel
as long as they should; even at the consecration, the
communion, and at benediction there are many who
never fall on their knees. Think whether those who kneel
at all do so decently, respectfully, and on both knees,
and whether the others who stand or sit do so decently
and respectfully. Think how carelessly, distractedly and
disrespectfully Christians pray before OurToord ! While they
repeat words of prayer, or read their prayer-hooks, their
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thoughts are entirely on something else, their eyes wander-
ing everywhere to see everything going on, and they even
go so far as to interrupt their prayers to chatter, and amuse
themselves in conversation. All this, and still more, Chris-
tians allow themselves in the presence of their Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament, whom they should worship so re-
spectfully, supplicate so earnestly. Oh, verily, Our Lord
in the Blessed Sacrament is not only a God abandoned by
His own; He is also a dishonored God !

But, beloved, what contempt, what offence, what insult
for Him ! Therefore, during the Forty Hours, kneel down
before your deeply injured and dishonored Lord, making
reparation because He is a God forgotten and abandoned
by His own, and is even a dishonored and disregarded
God and Saviour, saying to Him with compassionate, con-
trite and broken hearts, ¢ O dearest Jesus!” ete.

Our Lord is continually present in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and because He is King of kings, and our King, it is
His due that we should honor Him there annually on the
great day on which He took up His dwelling among us
in the Blessed Sacrament; that we should prepare a glori-
ous, joyful, triumphant feast, with such pomp and splendor
as a virtuous, loyal people would use to celebrate the en-
trance among them of a benevolent king. And so the
Church has established the beautiful procession of Corpus
Christi in such splendor as no mere worldly feast can at-
tain. And in this triumphal feast, as we know, all Catho-
lic Christians must share with devout and grateful hearts;
they must consider it their sacred duty to assist in it; they
must be eager for the great honor of being close to their
Lord, lighting His way with burning candles, bearing a
banner, the triumphal sign of the religion of Christ, or
carrying a statue, the figure of a hero, who was a friend
and true servant of Jesus, the glory and pride of our holy
Church and our model and intercessor.
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But, my brethren, you know that the share of Catho-
lics in this beautiful public solemnity has become very
slight and inadequate; men of the world are conspicuously
absent from it, failing out and out to bear any part therein,
and the reason for this is an incredibly great indiffer-
ence and insensibility toward Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament, and, in not a few cases, that men are ashamed
to do it, for you know that what is in truth the highest
honor has become the least valued. To the majority, tak-
ing part in this procession seems like something humili-
ating and degrading, something with which their dignity,
their culture and their enlightenment are not compatible,
and they either omit it altogether, or do it reluctantly and
against their will. You know, too, that there are those
who come hither to see this holy procession who amuse
themselves during it quite boldly, with no awe, never even
kneeling when the dear Lord is borne past them in the
Blessed Sacrament. You know, too, that they go still
further; that they deliberately disturb the procession,
breaking through it without necessity, out of pure rude-
ness, and going through the ranks with provoking and
contemptuous looks. Yes, they go still further; they reach
the extreme of irreverence; they look on, deriding this
trinmphal progress of our blessed Redeemer, scoffing and
mocking it, and they do this most when the particularsplen-
dor of the procession comes, when the Most High draws
near. All this and still more is done by Christians at the
Corpus Christi procession; all this and still more must
Our Lord endure at the moment when a solemn homage
should be paid Him as King of heaven and earth; all
this must He endure from Christians whose sacred duty
it should be to bear their share in this worship. Truly,
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is not merely an aban-
doned God, not merely a God who is dishonored; He is
also a derided God; yes, a God who is mocked ! Oh, kneel
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down during the Forty Hours before your deeply injured
and dishonored Lord, and make reparation to Him that He
is so forgotten and abandoned by His own; that He is so
disregarded and neglected, so shamed and insulted; yes,
even so mocked and derided, and with sorrow and compas-
sion, with contrite and broken hearts let us say, ¢ O dearest
Jesus ! ” ete.

In the Blessed Sacrament, furthermore, Our Saviour
Himself praises God almighty for His great good-
ness, thanks Him for benefits received, atones for a guilty
world, and intercedes for sinful man. In the Blessed Sac-
rament Our Lord Himself is the sacrifice offered to God,
for this fourfold end, this fourfold duty that we owe to God;
and the divine service in which this holiest work is per-
formed is the Mass. Oh, what a sacred and salutary service
is the Holy Mass. It is the most sacred and salutary of
all worship of God. Since by transubstantiation Jesus con-
ceals Himself as the incarnate God under the lifeless form
of bread, He transposes His divine majesty to a condi-
tion like and equivalent to death. The God-man Jesus
Christ comes, and is substantially there, but the activities
and appearances of life are absent, and must be absent.
Oh, how holy must be that service in which a God-man
abases Himself before God, and for God’s sake, even to
the likeness of death. Nothing holier is conceivable, nor
does it exist. And Our Lord does this to offer a fitting
sacrifice of adoration, thanksgiving, reparation and prayer
to God, the heavenly Father, in our stead and for our
salvation. How efficacious and salutary, then, is this
sublime worship of God wherein we bring to Him so
precious, so infinitely worthy a gift.

Now, since it is our sacred duty to worship God by
means of sacrifice, and since in paying God almighty the
homage that is due Him, we must choose, not the worst,
in the manner of Cain, but the best of offerings, according
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to the example of Abel, it follows that we Christians, pos-
sessing the most holy of all sacrifices—the Mass—are
obliged to offer it or to attend its celebration; moreover,
we ought to deem ourselves fortunate and rejoice in being
able to offer to God, our supreme Lord and Master, a wor-
ship so worthy and sublime; and we ought, in consequence,
also to find it a pleasure and a consolation to hasten to the
church and to gather in multitudes around Jesus, our
blessed Saviour, when He, for our sake, descends from
heaven, and in the sacred Host permits Himself, as the
sacrificial Lamb of God, to be laid upon the altar.

But, my brethren, many Christians no longer value
the holy sacrifice of the Mass; there is the greatest indif-
ference and contempt toward it; there is no longer zeal and
desire to be present at it; there is the most inconceivable
lack of conscientiousness and shocking neglect in regard
to it, which has gone so far that, in order to set a break-
water check to this flood of indifference, the Church has
commanded that at least on Sundays and holy days Chris-
tians shall hear Mass with devotion. And, beloved, in
spite of this command, how incalculably great is the num-
ber of those who reject their divine Saviour as the Lamb
of sacrifice; who always, or on the slightest pretext, ab-
sent themselves from Mass, and how great is the number
of Christians who sin against Him by continual disrespect
during the holy sacrifice, while He immolates Himself for
us in the Blessed Sacrament ! All this, and still more, is
done by Christians against their blessed Saviour, when,
for love of us, He comes upon our altar as the spotless
Lamb of sacrifice of the New Law, so acceptable to God.
All this, and still more, must Our Lord endure from Chris-
tians at the time when His death is shown in an unbloody
manner, and He must suffer it from those very Christians

for whom He submitted Himself to this mysterious sacri-
ficial death.



ADORATION—REPARATION. 61

Oh, verily, our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is
not only an abandoned God, not only a ‘God mocked and
derided; He is also a God who is rejected by His own.
But, my friends, what contempt, what insult, what offence
this is to Him ! Oh, kneel down before your injured and
dishonored Lord during these days of the Forty Hours,
and make reparation to Him who is so forgotten and
abandoned by His own; so dishonored and offended, so
mocked and derided, and, moreover, is a God who is dis-
owned; and with compassion and sorrow, with contrite and
broken hearts say to Him, “ O dearest Jesus!” etc.

Our Lord is also present in the Blessed Sacrament in
order to come into our hearts in holy communion. This
is the greatest proof of the love of the Divine Heart of
Jesus toward us. What an honor, beloved, and what happi-
ness it is to receive the holy, almighty, and infinitely good
King of glory, with all His graces, virtues and merits
into our soul as its sustenance! Verily, in heaven itself
there is nothing more glorious for us; nothing more blessed
can be conceived. And two things are certain: as pants
the hart for cooling streams, so, one would imagine, the
Catholic would long for this living Bread of heaven which
contains in itself all sweetness, all comfort and quickening,
all vigor and strength; not for the sake of the corporeal
tongue and palate, but for the sake of the soul. And as
we see that diamonds and precious pearls are only set in
pure gold, so one would imagine each Catholic heart would
take care to be perfectly spotless and adorned with virtue
in order to receive this Bread of angels, to set this celestial
Diamond within itself. But it is not so. The great ma-
jority of Catholics feel but little longing for this heavenly
Manna, this nourishment of devout souls, this food of the
elect.

To them holy communion is somethingsuperfluous; it is
burdensome and annoying, and they come to it but rarely
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and grudgingly, and are best pleased when they can stay
away. They have been the cause of that strange command-
ment of the Church that we must receive holy communion .
at least once a year. Truly it is sad that we Christians
must be driven to Our Lord by a command, and under
threat of excommunication. Oh, how such Christians thrust
Our Lord from them in the Blessed Sacrament wherein
His loving Heart longs to be united with them most inti-
mately ! How contemptuously they reject Him! What
a sorrow for Him! But it is still sadder for us! In
spite of this forcible commandment, in spite of a punish-
ment so heavy as excommunication and being deprived of
Christian burial, how great, how immense is the number of
Catholic Christians who do not fulfil their duty, who do
not come to receive their God even once a year, who say
to Him, “There is no room for Thee,” and entirely repel
Him ! Oh, what sorrow for our dear Lord !

Glance now at those who do receive holy communion,
and see whether they bring to Our Lord the preparation
- that is His due. A cursory glance suffices to recognize
that a vast number of Catholics think very little about it,
feel very little real desire, and make no earnest effort to thor-
oughly cleanse their hearts and reform their lives. It suf-
fices most people to examine their consciences superficially,
and to repent their wrong-doings rather with the lips than
with the heart; to say inconsiderately that they will be
better without firmly intending to be so, and then to con-
fess these sins as trifling matters, with no thought or ear-
nestness, say the penance and thanksgiving in the same
way, and repeat the communion prayers without atten-
tion, but rather coldly and distractedly. And these people
receive their great God without due respect, without emo-
tion, without any feeling of unworthiness, without a sug-
gestion of a good resolution, without any desire for help
from their Lord. Oh, how impure, how stained, how con-
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fused everything is in such a heart, and how cold, and
icy, and frozen it is! It resembles a stable rather than a
sanctuary, a temple, and yet they invite their Lord therein;
they open their doors that He may enter into this barren
place ! Verily this is a great affront to Our Saviour !
And there is yet more to follow. The crime of Judas
is committed against Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,
and all the guilt thereof is renewed. Among the Chris-
tians who come to holy communion there are those who
have not on the wedding-garment; nor are they few, but
many. They are still in a state of mortal sin; they harbor
Satan, to whom they have sold themselves by mortal sin.
Oh, what black crime against Our Lord is this! My
brethren, He sees a second Judas in these audacious Chris-
tians. Ah, this wretch delivers his Lord over to the sin
that is in his heart, to the devil who reigns there, and in
such a place our dear Lord is imprisoned and insulted ! It
is a new crucifixion ! This, and still more, Christians do
to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, because He goes so
far in His love as to enter personally into their hearts;
all this, and still more, must He endure in this Holy Sac-
rament because of the superabounding love that makes
Him go so far as to dwell in the hearts of men, visiting
their souls and honoring them by His divine presence,
drawing close to them with the fulness of His divinity.
Oh, verily Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is not only
an abandoned God, a disregarded God, not only a dishon-
ored and derided God, not only a God mocked and rejected
by His own; He is betrayed, abused, and crucified by His
own ! But, O beloved, what contempt, whatinsult, what of-
fence to Him ! Kneel down during the Forty Hours be-
fore your deeply injured and dishonored Saviour, and make
reparation to Him for being so abandoned and forgotten
by His own; so disregarded and mocked; yes, for being a
God betrayed, abused and crucified, and with compassion
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and sorrow, with broken and contrite hearts cry to Him,
O dearest Jesus ! ” etc.

Once more take this thought to heart: Jesus is actually
present in the Blessed Sacrament, and therefore it is our
sacred duty to bring Him the homage of adoration. Re-
member that Jesus is so little honored and is so much dis-
honored in this Holy Sacrament that it is our sacred duty
to bring Him the homage of reparation.

And this sublime feast of the Forty Hours has been
established that this well-merited double homage shall be
offered to Our Lord publicly and solemnly by all the faith-
ful in each parish. At this time we must with special
fervor adore Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and make
reparation to Him. I need not ask you to take part in
this beautiful celebration with zeal and perseverance; you
do this, and have done so before with joyful sacrifice. I
need not exhort you to make reparation to Our Lord de-
voutly and from your hearts, nor to adore Him, for all this
you try to do. I can lead you to Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament and say: See here Thy children; they love
Thee, honor and adore Thee in the Holy Eucharist, and
feel most loving compassion for the offences and insults
which are heaped upon Thee; they will fall down before
Thy holy face, and never weary throughout these hallowed
days of adoring and praising Thee in these words, ¢ Blessed
be the Most Holy Sacrament! Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
of Sabaoth!” They will not weary of making reparation on
their knees, saying, “ O dearest Jesus! May Thy blessed
Mother, together with the angels and saints, bless Thee
in reparation for all the insults and offences which Thy
ungrateful creatures have committed, or ever will commit,
to the end of time, against Thee, the supreme Good.”

Yes, my brethren, we will do this, and be assured that
while we do it the angels rejoice that the King of glory
in His lowliness on earth receives the homage of solemn,
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unceasing adoration; we shall give Our Lord the greatest
joy, because we openly adore and solemnly and publicly
acknowledge and honor Him as our great God, as our lov-
ing Saviour and Redeemer under the humble veil and life-
less form of bread; and He will speak to us from the Host,
saying, “ Blessed are ye who-have not seen, and yet be-
lieve.” To us apply the words, “ Blessed are ye who in
My necessity have not rejected Me.”

Oh, dear Lord, then give us through this Sacrament the
grace to live and die such true Christians that at last in
glory we may hear the salutation, “ You have confessed
Me before men, and now I will confess you before My
Father who is in heaven.” Yes, O beloved Jesus, O Blessed
Sacrament; be Thou in life my consolation, in death my
viaticum, in eternal glory my reward. Amen.



SERMON IIL

THE ADORATION OF JESUS IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
OUR MOST SACRED DUTY, OUR MOST MERITORIOUS SERVICE.

“ Come, let us adore and fall down. ... For He is the Lord
our God.”—Ps. xciv. 6, 7.

Tue Catholic Church, the Spouse of Jesus, gives to
her divine Bridegroom the honor which is His due; she
pays Him divine honor, she adores Him, and renders this
divine honor to Him in the Holy Eucharist.

What the Church, our Mother, does, we also must do,
this is her desire. She is not satisfied that we should
give Him merely honor, for that is due the angels and
saints; she wishes us to give Him a special worship which
the saints cannot receive; we must bend our knee before
Him; we must adore Him. And she is not satisfied that
we should only adore Jesus in heaven, whither He has
ascended; she calls upon us to kneel before Him in the
Blessed Sacrament, and adore Him under the form of
bread. Come to the altar, so the Church says to us; let
us fall down, and adore, for He is the Lord our God. She
always calls us in these terms, but especially during the
Forty Hours.

My brethren, respond to this invitation; prostrate your-
selves before the Blessed Sacrament during these three
days, and there adore your hidden Saviour. I need not
exhort you to do this, but you will rather expect me to
say something which will make your devotion marked by
recollection, fervor, and confidence. It will help us to
this end if we keep these two truths in mind:

66
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I In the Blessed Sacrament Jesus most deserves our
humble adoration.

II. The adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is

" most meritorious for us.

First Point.—It is in the Blessed Sacrament that Jesus
merits to the utmost our adoration, and this for two rea-
sons: First, because in the Blessed Sacrament He has
drawn so close to us with His divinity and humanity, and
then because His divinity and humanity are there so com-
pletely hidden.

A dutiful subject feels respect and veneration for his

/sovereign always, and even when he is not near him, but‘\
is ever so far away, he will say nothing, think nothing,

/ do nothing that he would not do under the eye of his
prince.

But when the prince shows himself personally, then will
the true subject render him that homage which is paid a

i lord, and do this with profound reverence and awe. For a

| striking example of this, recall Moses to your mind. Wher-

| ever he might be, this servant of God was occupied with the

' thought of the God of his fathers, and adored Him. CBut

| when the Lord showed Himself to Moses, when He ap-
peared in the bush burning without being consumed, and
a voice resounded from this miraculous fire, speaking these
words to him: “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob,” when Moses saw that he was brought so near to
the Lord, he trembled, and was awestruck, and hid his
face, not daring to turn his eyes toward the flame where
he knew the Lord his God was present. Now, brethren,
here on the altar is more than a bush burning without
being consumed; here is more than a mighty voice; here i
the flesh and blood of Jesus, our supreme Good:

“ Lo, the Good, supreme and best,
k On the altar deigns to rest,
. Is with flesh and blood our Guest.’}
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Jesus is as near to us as He was to the shepherds; as
near as Ile was to the kings; as near as He was to St.
Peter; as near as He was to Mary Magdalen. And all of
us who come before Him, and adore Ilim, share this priv-
ilege. O then come, ye Christians, throw yourselves down
and adore, for here is Our Lord and God. You, Christians,
who now bend your knee when you hear His name spoken,
filled with veneration, love, and gratitude, fall down be-
fore this little form of bread, for here dwells your great
God, Jesus, adored from all eternity. Our Lord not only
merits this adoration in the Blessed Sacrament because
here He is so near us with His divinity and humanity; He
also merits it because from voluntary humility He remains
here with His divinity and humanity completely hidden,
and that is the other motive which should strongly incite
us to adore Our Lord in the form of bread. ;

Whoever has right and claim to exterior splendor, and
to walk in greatness, but renounces it, and moves in sim-
plicity and lowliness, deserves to be highly esteemed. Now
if ever any one had a right and claim to move among us in
pomp and majesty, surely it is the Son of God made man;
if ever any one renounced such a claim; if ever any one
walked among us in lowliness and humility, surely it was
our blessed Lord. He humbled Himself, not even taking
the splendor of the angels, but took the form of a servant,
and in this form went about in poverty and humility, yes,
and was obedient even unto the death of the cross. If
ever there was any one in all the world to whom honor,
glory and reverence are due, it is the Son of God made
man, Jesus Christ Our Lord. The words of St. Paul are
just, and spoken for all Christians when he says: ¢ There-
fore hath God exalted Him, and hath given Him a name
that is above all names. That at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth, and
under the earth. And that every tongue should confess
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that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of God the
Father.”

But, beloved, look at the altar; here in the Most Holy
Sacrament has the Son of God made man taken upon
Himself still further humility than that which moved St.
Paul, calling forth his wonder. Here He has not only
concealed the magnificence of His divinity, but the splen-
dor of Mis humanity also has disappeared. Here we no
longer see Him in His living, moving, speaking humanity;
here He is veiled under the inanimate, lifeless form of
bread. How wonderful, how marvellous! Yet Jesus had
a twofold right to remain with us in power and majesty,
and this right is His still, not only through His birth,
because He is Son of God, but also through His great
merits, because He died for us upon the cross. And yet the
dear Lord remains here in the lowest depths of humilia-
tion, in the dry, poor, lifeless, impenetrable veil of the form
of bread. Therefore, if ever adoration is due Our Lord, here
He merits it most. For here, though He is near us with
His divinity, He has shrouded its splendor, and His
humanity also under the impenetrable veil of the form of
bread.

Come then, O ye Christians, and adore Him, ye at least
who when you hear His name are filled with love and
gratitude, and whose knee bends at the sound of that
name. Come, and adore Him, for here is more than His
holy name; here is He Himself, with flesh and blood, our
highest Good. And be assured you will not do this in
vain; no, great will be your reward for having done this.
For although Our Lord certainly merits our adoration in
the Blessed Sacrament, yet on the other hand the adora-
tion of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is most meritorious
for us.

Second Point—This adoration of Jesus is most meri-
torious for a twofold reason: We adore that which we do
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not see, and even adore the contrary of what we see.
The angels and the saints who have attained the bliss of
heaven adore Jesus. Yes, as St. John writes in the Apoca-
lypse, they cry unceasingly with loud voices: “ The Lamb
that was slain is worthy to receive power, and divinity,
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and bene-
diction.” But this is not strange, for they cannot do other-
wise when they look upon Him in His splendor, and in
far greater radiance than was His when He was trans-
figured before the apostles on Mt. Thabor. It is more
remarkable that the three kings from the East, in spite
of the stable and the poverty of the crib, prostrated them-
selves before the Saviour, and by the mysterious gifts
they offered Him, recognized Him as their King, and
adored Him as their God. Yet even they had His blessed
humanity before their eyes, and could detect, as St. Jerome
remarks, something superhuman, something divine re-
vealed on all His features. But to fall down and adore
where we see nothing divine, where we no longer perceive
even humanity, that is to perform a sublime and meritor-
ious act, particularly where one not even desires to see any-
thing of that nature. Who does this? We ourselves do
this great, this incredible thing when we adore the Most
Holy Sacrament; we adore without seeing, without even
wishing to see. I do not say we adore without knowing,
for doing which Our Lord reproached the Samaritans; oh,
no, we know full well what we adore. We know full well
that Jesus Our Lord and God is present here, no more
subject to death and suffering, but risen from death to
life; no longer capable of suffering, but immortal. We
know it, we are convinced of it, we believe it, but we see
it not, we have no proof of it; our senses have no means
of perceiving it.

What we do is this: We rely upon the clear and in-
fallible words of the Lord, who said: “ This is My body;”
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we fall down, with folded hands, and are reverently silent;
we pour out our hearts before Him, and adore Him. Be-
loved, do you not believe that Our Lord will acknowledge
this faith, that He will be profoundly touched by it ? To
Thomas who would see Him in order to believe He said:
“ Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe,” and
He will also say to us: “ Blessed are yo who have not seen,
and yet adored.”

Come then, O ye Christians, and adore; ye Christians
who are filled with awe, and love, and gratitude, and bhow
your knee when you hear His sacred name spoken. For
more than the holy name of Jesus is here:

“ Lo, the Good, supreme and best,
On the altar deigns to rest;
Is with flesh and blood our Guest.”

And be sure your adoration is particularly meritorious,
because you see not, and yet adore.

And what is still more, we actually adore the contrary
of what we see. For what is it that we see ? We see all
the exterior appearance of bread, and nothing more.

And that is not a false appearance; no, it has in fact
the real qualities of bread and wine; no change has taken
place in the appearance; it remains exactly as before; it
looks like bread and wine, has the resemblance and taste
of bread and wine. We have every reason to consider it
truly bread and wine. And then, when our senses proclaim
this so loudly, we say to them: The words of Our Lord
are more potent with our hearts, and He says: “ This is
My body.”

We have the strongest conviction that this is not bread
and wine; it is the Lord God of Sabaoth, whom the heavens
adore, and whom we must adore, and falling down we
adore Him. O that is a glory to us, for this adoration is
a victory, and we are a spectacle for angels and men, for
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we not only adore what we do not see, but we adore the
contrary of what we see. And do you not think this is
great in the eyes of God ? O my friends, Abraham was
praised by Our Lord and God because he hoped even when
he had every reason to hope no longer; then surely it is
great in His eyes and will be reckoned meritorious in us,
if we adore the Most Holy Sacrament; for were the object
which we adore here perceptible to our senses, the merit
of faith would not be ours.

Come then, O ye Christians, fall down and adore Iim,
ye Christians who even bend the knee when you hear the
holy name of Jesus spoken. For more than the sacred
name of Jesus is here; here is the flesh and blood of Jesus,
our highest Good, and he sure your adoration is the more
meritorious that you not only adore what you do not see,
but adore the contrary of what you see. Yes, beloved,
come here to the altar during the Forty Hours, and, falling
down, reverently adore your God and Saviour truly pres-
ent. The invitation of the Church is too urgent to be
resisted, when one reflects that in the Blessed Sacrament
Jesus most deserves our adoration, and the adoration of
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is most meritorious for
us. So begin now, and do not weary, but pray without
ceasing: “ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament!” raise
your voice to praise God with cherubim and seraphim for
this “ Bread of angels;” sing with full and inspired hearts,
and let the winds re-echo your “Ave Jesu!”

This prayer and song of praise rises up to the throne
of glory of the Son of God, reaches even to His ear, and
sounds sweeter to Him than the “ Holy” of His angels,
for you sing “ Ave Jesu,” and pray: “Blessed be the Most
Holy Sacrament ” here where you see Him not, here where
only the veil of the form of bread appears. Ah, this praise
fills your dear Saviour with joy and admiration. And
will reward you for it, reward you richly. He will say to
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you:  Blessed be thou who hast not seen, and yet believed,”
and when you have closed your faithful eyes to earth, your
Saviour will open them upon the eternity into which He

has called you, and you will see Jesus in all His glory.
Amen.



SERMON 1IV.

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT THE POOREST AND BEST-LOVED
DWELLING.

“ My delight is to be with the children of men.”—Prov. viii. 31.

SurReLY when the king himself comes to tarry among
his people, it is their sacred duty to pay him the homage
which is his due. His subjects will do this cheerfully,
joyfully, and with entire self-renunciation; it will be to
them not only a sacred but also a sweet duty to pay hom-
age to the king when they know that he loves them with
all his heart. Now, my brethren, in the Forty Hours which
we begin to-day the faithful pay homage to the King of
their souls who has taken up His abode with them, not
only silently and privately, but also publicly and solemnly.
I am sure that you regard it not merely as a sacred duty,
but also as a welcome and delightful obligation to adore
your Lord publicly and solemnly in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

You must feel, and justly feel, that no one else knows
what a King Our Lord is, but we, His ransomed people.
This may be seen in the Blessed Sacrament. Oh, how
many and what great things are here, all of which loudly
proclaim: Thus Our Saviour loves His people; so great is
His delight to be with the children of men! We will
consider two of these great things; two sacrifices which
Our Lord made, and still makes, to be with us in the
Blessed Sacrament. Two hard and bitter things were re-
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quired of Our Lord that He might be with us in the Blessed
Sacrament: He must assume the most extreme poverty;
He must purchase with His life the privilege of dwelling
thus poor among us. Now, behold, His delight to be
among us was so great that He did not shrink from these
two painful requirements, but fulfilled them.

I. In order to be with us He has taken upon Himself
the most extreme poverty.

II. And that He might be thus with us has cost Him
His life. ‘ ‘

First Point.—The nearer that two friends live to each
other, the pleasanter it is for them and the happier they
are, and they always deplore the necessity of being sepa-
rated. Consequently they try to live closer together, and
are prepared to make sacrifices, and very considerable
sacrifices to bring this about. This is included in the idea
of true friendship. Those who are really friends want to
be near to one another, to see one another, and talk to-
gether, and they will not rest until they have accomplished
this end. But if in order to be near his friend one had
to suffer injury to his property and fortune, give up pros-
perity for bitter poverty, then he would prefer remaining
where he was, and living apart from his friend; nor would
his friend have him do otherwise. For a true friend would
see this was best and that one could not expect such a
sacrifice for friendship’s sake.

But if you had a friend who actually would give up his
prosperity, and take upon himself the most extreme poverty
and need in order to be with you, what would you say ?
Instead of answering, you turn to me and say, Such a thing
is not conceivable ! But answer my question: If you did
have such a friend, what would you say ? Verily such a
friend would seem to love me so much that he forgot him-
self; would seem to love me more than himself; would
seem to live not for himself, but only for me. The greatest
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yearning of such a friend’s heart would be, it seems, to
be near me; he would seem to know nothing and love noth-
ing but me. But again you think, Such love is not to
be imagined, because it exceeds all comprehension. Surely
such love is not felt by man, nor is it conceivable. There
you are perfectly right; but with God it is not merely con-
ceivable, it is actually true. And in the God-man you
have such a friend and have Him in the Blessed Sacrament.
He established this Sacrament precisely for thisreason, that
He might come to us, visit us, be close to us, and abide
with us.

Dear friends, have you ever thought earnestly how
great the poverty is in which our dear Lord has clothed
Himself in order that He might be with us in the Blessed
Sacrament ? Ask our holy faith as to this, and do not pass
quickly over what she says, but think and ponder on
what she tells you. You are told by the mouth of our
holy faith: In the Blessed Sacrament is Jesus Christ, whole
and entire, with flesh and blood, with body and soul, with
divinity and humanity, actually, really and truly present,
but present under the form of bhread. Therefore you sing
from a believing heart:

“In the monstrance is adored
Christ, our undivided Lord.
Of the bread and wine is here,
Only that which doth appear.”

If only you will not hear and speak thoughtlessly, if
only you will consider a little what you say in the words,
“My Lord and God dwells under the form of bread,” is
not the first thought that comes into your mind, and
which, carried away by wonder, you utter, ¢ What poverty !
What neediness ! ”

O my dear Christians, if you believe this, if you hold
as certain truth that, “My Lord and God dwells under
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the form of bread,” then understand, wondering and ador-
ing, how poor, how abjectly poor your Lord has be-
come ! Now it is actually true that an insignificant frag-
ment of bread is the dwelling of my divine Saviour, that
it is all the property and riches Ie can call His own !

Can one have less worldly goods, can one be poorer
in possessions ? In the Blessed Sacrament Our Lord is
poorer than He was in the stable in Bethlehem. And that
is not all the poverty which Our Lord has to assume in the
Blessed Sacrament. He must not only be poor in exterior
goods; He must endure a much keener poverty. Perhaps
we can express it by saying: Ile must become perfectly
poor in His own Person.

Yes, my brethren, if you believe, holding it for cer-
tain truth that, “ My Lord and God dwells under the form
of bread,” then acknowledge, wondering and adoring, how
poor, how destitute in His own Person Our Lord has be-
come. For it is true that He has become so poor in the
Blessed Sacrament and by the Blessed Sacrament that He
does not even remain here in His own form, even His
human form.

Oh, how inexpressibly poor in His own Person has Our
Lord become in the Blessed Sacrament! Here He is
poorer than He was in the crib. For though He was very
poor in Person when, in the tiny, feeble form of a child
He lay in the hay that was His bedding, yet He was still
in His own human form, but in the Blessed Sacrament He
has not retained this form; no, He must hide both His
divinity and humanity under the veil of bread.

But the poverty with which Jesus must clothe Himself
in the Blessed Sacrament does not end with this. Not
only must Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament become
quite poor in exterior goods and in His own Person, but
He must assume here a still greater and more striking
poverty. Perhaps we can make it clear by saying that He
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must also become quite poor in what concerns the signs
and activities of life. Yes, my brethren, if you believe
and hold as certain that, My Lord and God dwells in
the form of bread,” you must also feel with adoring won-
der how poor, how abjectly poor your Lord is in the Blessed
Sacrament in all that concerns and belongs to the appear-
ances of life. For in this unfathomable mystery Jesus,
the Fulness, the Source, the Author of life is present in
a condition that resembles death and lifelessness. Life it-
self is there, but there is no indication of it. Oh, how poor
in all that concerns the evidences and the activities of life
has Our Lord become in the Blessed Sacrament! Ilere
He is poorer than when He lay a speechless child in the
crib.

Then, by crying, by inarticulate sounds, by stretching
out His little hands, He could at least give some sign; but
in the Dlessed Sacrament Ile cannot give even the slightest
sign of life. 'The worm in the dust can give a full and
complete evidence of its lowly life, but Jesus, the Fulness
of all life, cannot give the smallest indication of feeblest
life. Lifeless and motionless as is the form in which He
dwells, He must keep Himself within its limits.

How great, how inconceivably great, must this pov-
erty appear to you, if you reflect that Our Lord must en-
dure all the consequences that result from this apparently
lifeless condition ! He must endure our treatment of Him,
and silently and with no outward sign accept every indif-
ference, every insult, every profanation, every rudeness,
every offence. Do you not feel, beloved, that this com-
plete inability to resist such treatment, which the dear
Lord has assumed in the Blessed Sacrament, is the most
touching poverty which one can conceive? O dear
friends, how much poorer and more touching is this
poverty which makes no use of the riches it possesses than
that poverty which has nothing.
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The poverty of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is
great beyond comprehension. Oh, how He feels the ery-
ing injustice that is done Him; how His innermost heart
resists such abuse of His divine power and majesty; and
yet, though in the Holy Eucharist He is in full possession
of His terrible omnipotence, even that cannot give the
slightest sign of His displeasure ! Oh, truly, only a little
reflection on the words, “ My Lord and God dwells under
the form of bread,” brings before us the great exterior
poverty and neediness in which Our Lord remains in the
Blessed Sacrament. Here He is quite poor in goods and
possessions; quite poor as to His Person; quite poor as to
exterior evidences of life; quite poor as to any signs of
life. And this extreme poverty Our Lord assumes now
when the possession of His kingdom and treasures is due
, Him, not only because of His high descent, but because
He has merited it by His death on the cross. And He does
this that He may be near us, and dwell among us.

Ah, dear brethren, thus Jesus, the King of glory, loves
those whom He has redeemed! Oh, He spoke truly
when He announced by the prophet the glad tidings,
“ My delight is to be with the children of men.” How just
and right, how beautiful and grateful it would be, and
at the same time how necessary for themselves that it
should be so, if the conduct of Christians were such that
it might be said, “ Behold Christians o love their hidden
King, abiding with them, their Saviour and Redeemer, that
it is their delight to be with Him in the Blessed Sacra-
ment ! Now, during the Forty Hours, we have an oppor-
tunity to give a feeble proof of our attachment to our dear
Lord. You must agree with me in condemning and la-
menting the conduct of so many who still call themselves
Christians, but take no part in this homage; nor can you
admit the excuse they offer, that they have no time; for
you know that in the majority of cases this is a mere,
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meaningless phrase. You know the true reason is that
they are ungrateful to Jesus and dead to the holy things
of His religion.

But you, my hearers, keep the Forty Hours, and I am
sure you rejoice that you can celebrate it, for your hearts
yearn to give to your Lord in the Blessed Sacrament a little
proof of gratitude and loving return for the overflowing
love for us which He has shown by assuming the uttermost
poverty in order to remain with us. And in this love, al-
ready so excessive, there is a point that must not be over-
looked and that merits our full consideration, for it shows
us that the Divine Ieart of Jesus is wholly aflame with
love for us. You know that Our Lord bought the privi-
lege of being with us in this extreme poverty, and had to
pay dearly for it, for He purchased and paid for it with
His own life.

Second Point.—If we have a friend who, living near
us, can easily come to see us, we expect and require him
to come often, nor is this demand unjust. If he does not
come, or comes but seldom, merely, so to speak, looking
in on us in passing, then, no matter what he may say,
how much he may assure us and protest he cares for us,
we do not believe him, but distrust his friendship. For
his whole manner of acting shows that his coming is forced,
that he only comes because he must, that in his innermost
heart he feels it a burden and torment, and doing too
much to come to see us. It is quite otherwise when a
friend lives so far from us that it is exttemely hard for
him to come to us, and involves so great an expense that
coming is nearly impossible. In such a case we do not
expect the visit, but if he should come in spite of the many
and great annoyances of the long journey, not hesitating
at the heavy expense, then, my brethren, we recognize him
as a true and tried friend.

But what would you say if a friend should not hesitate
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to stake his life for the sake of seeing us ? Instead of
answering, you will exclaim, This is inconceivable ! But
keep to the question and answer me: If a friend had done
this, you would say: Truly such a friend would show
that he loved me; that he completely forgot himself.
It would show that he loved me better than himself; that
he lived not for himself, but for me. Such a friend would
show the strongest yearning of heart to be near me; would
show he thought of nothing, loved nothing but me. You
say, however, Since such love as this is beyond all com-
prehension, and is quite inconceivable, surely there is no
such love among men. You are perfectly right in this, but
such love is not only conceivable with God, but it actually
exists. And in the incarnate God, in Our Saviour, you
have such a friend, and have Him in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. He has established this Blessed Sacrament pre-
cisely that by it He may come to us, visit us, abide with
us. Have you ever thought for a moment of what a long,
hard road Our Lord had to journey; how much it must
have cost Him to come to us in this extreme poverty in
the Blessed Sacrament ? Ask our holy faith to tell you,
and do not pass lightly over the answer, but linger over
it, considering what it says. From the lips of our holy
faith we learn that all the sacraments, and particularly
the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, are the fruits of
the life, sufferings and death of Jesus. In order to come
to us in this excessive poverty, Jesus had to live and suffer
as we know He did.

Now, my brethren, if you actually believe that the
Blessed Sacrament is the fruit of the life, suffering and
death of Jesus Christ, then, with wondering adoration, you
will perceive what a long, difficult and costly way Our
Lord must have journeyed to come to us in this extreme
poverty in the Blessed Sacrament; howinconceivably, dearly
and painfully He must have purchased the right to dwell
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among us. Leaving heaven, Our Lord entered the womb
of the Virgin, and was imprisoned there for nine long
months. That in itself was a long, burdensome and self-
sacrificing way and abiding-place. Ilow far from each
other are God the almighty, and feeble human nature,
and how much of His divine glory the majesty of the Son
of God had to sacrifice when He became flesh !

Then came the other ways and abiding-places, each
one a little harder, more full of sacrifices, than the preced-
ing. He had to take His way to Bethlehem into a stable;
He had to go into heathen Egypt and remain there for
years. In humble, ill-requited and exhausting labor He
dwelt in Nazareth till His thirtieth year. The lonely and
awful desert served Him as an abode with the wild beasts,
where for forty days and nights He watched, and fasted,
and prayed. For full three years He went about Judea
quite poor, without shelter, enduring heat and cold, hun-
ger and thirst, weariness and exhaustion, doing good to
all, relieving distress and bringing help wherever there
was misery, poverty, agony, and death. He gathered the
poor about Him, and preached the Gospel to them; and
He endured in return for all this only ingratitude, black
ingratitude. He had to bear being hated, calumniated, per-
secuted, and even that His life should be sought after.
Behold, Our Lord had to expose Himself to all this that
it might be possible for Him to come to us in this extreme
poverty. Oh, verily Our Lord is that friend who is prepared
to venture his life to come to us! But our dear Lord is
a yet more generous, magnanimous and munificent friend;
He has done still more, sacrificed still more, that He might
come to us in the Blessed Sacrament in extreme pov-
erty and lowliness. He has given up His life in the great-
est degradation and with inexpressible agony. Thus the
Blessed Sacrament is not merely the fruit of the life
of Jesus, but is especially the fruit of His bitter
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agony and death. Yes, beloved, Our Lord won it
by two other cruel and painful journeys. First, He
had to go in the blackness of night to the Mount of
Olives, in Gethsemani; and there, utterly forsaken, with
none to help Him, He had to be given over to every agony
but death. He had to suffer there such torture of mind,
that for hour after hour of earnest but unanswered suppli-
cation His soul was sick and sorrowful unto death. As He
lay prostrate on the ground He had to feel the anguish of
death, wrestling in the death struggle, till “ His sweat be-
came as drops of blood, trickling down upon the ground.”
Verily this road was full of anguish and suffering!
And the last way that Our Saviour had to travel, the way
to Golgotha, up the hill of Calvary, beloved, is heartrend-
ing; it was full to overflowing with ignominy and cruel
martyrdom. There our dear Lord was engulfed by a sea
of sorrows, and He had to drink the chalice of sufferings
to the very dregs, even to the last drop ! Before our dear
Lord entered upon the way of the cross He had to pass
during the might through a succession of outrages, in
which He had to suffer unutterable rudeness, injustice and
barbarity. He had to be seized, bound, dragged to the
tribunal; at the tribunal He had to be held as a malefactor,
impostor, blasphemer; He had to endure the executioners
and soldiers who guarded Him outdoing themselves in
abuse, mockery and cruelty. He had to endure a heavy
blow from a miserable wretch in return for a meek and
truthful reply. He had to bear patiently that the same
judge who said, “I find mo cause in Him,” should
give Him over to be scourged in the most inhuman
manner.

Then from the sole of His foot to the crown of His
head there was no soundness in Him, but wounds and
bruises and swelling sores. And there was a crown of
thorns pressed on His sacred head. Thus made an Ecce
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Homo, He had to silently endure that the judge should
set a notorious highwayman free, while delivering Him in
whom he “found no cause ” to be crucified.

And only now, after so many long, agonizing byways,
could Our Lord enter upon the last sad and sorrowful
way, the way to Calvary. Lamentable figure as He was,
suffering from many wounds and covered with His own
blood, the rude soldiers made Him drag the heavy cross
from Pilate’s house up the hill to Calvary. Three times e
had to fall under it; three full hours He had to suffer upon
this way of martyrdom. Now e had to stretch out His
body, all covered with deep, gaping wounds, upon the cross,
and allow ITis hands and feet to be nailed to it. Now the
cross had to be elevated; they push and pull it into the hole
prepared for it, into which it falls with a dull thud, and a
heavy jar, that causes the crucified Saviour’s wounds to open
and bleed anew. There upon the cross e was suspended be-
tween heaven and earth, in bitter anguish, for three long
hours, with a thief on either side of Him, and all the
while He had to endure to be insulted, cursed, mocked,
reviled, and treated as the greatest malefactor. Amidst
these pains of the body, in this dishonor and desolation,
He had to give up His spirit, breathe out His life,—a life
more precious, more valuable indeed than that of all the
angels and saints together.

Behold, all this Our Lord had to undergo to make it
possible that e might remain in the Blessed Sacrament,
where He abides with us in the most extreme poverty.
Thus is the Blessed Sacrament the fruit of the suffering
and death of Jesus. Now, if you will but reflect a little,
you cannot wonder sufficiently at this great, this stupen-
dous work of your blessed Lord. We were transfixed with
wonder that a God-man should assume such extreme pcv-
erty, and now we see that in order to remain here on earth
in this abject poverty, He had to purchase it at so great a
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price and so painfully; had to secure it by humiliations,
privations and sufferings from the crib in Bethlehem to
the cross on Calvary. To purchase the meanest poverty
at so great price—surely, this exceeds our comprehension.

Behold, my brethren, thus Jesus, the King of glory,
loves His ransomed people. He spoke truly when He an-
nounced by the prophet the glad tidings, «“ My delight is
to be with the children of men.” How just and right,
how beautiful and grateful it would be, and at the same
time how necessary for themselves that it should be so,
if the conduct of Christians were such that it might be
said, “ Behold Christians so love their hidden King, abid-
ing with them in the Blessed Sacrament, that it is their
delight to be with Him !” Now, during the Forty ITours
we have an opportunity to give a feeble proof of our at-
tachment to our dear Lord. You must agree with me in
condemning and lamenting the conduct of so many who
still call themselves Christians, but take no part in this
homage; nor can you hearken to the foolish excuse they
offer that they have no time. You know the true reason
is that they are ungrateful to Jesus, and dead to the holy
things of His religion.

But you, my hearers, will keep the Forty Hours, for
you yearn to give a little proof of gratitude and love in
return to your Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for having
purchased so dearly and painfully this extreme poverty
in which He dwells here, solely that e might be
with us. Yes, my dear people, I expect this of you. I
have this trust in you. You have fresh proofs given
you in the Blessed Sacrament by Our Lord that Ie
is the King who is known by none else, and seems
to live for none else than His ransomed people. You
have heard with rejoicing hearts, and having heard, can
never forget, that the longing of His Heart to be always
with us is so great, so ardent, so strong, that even though
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He is God-man He has not shrunk from assuming the
most extreme poverty, nor has He shrunk from purchasing
this poorest of all dwellings with His life; and you feel
that Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is in truth the Spouse
of your soul. And you also feel that praise, honor, glory
and thanksgiving are due your dear Saviour, especially in
the Blessed Sacrament, where He dwells for love of us in
this dearly purchased poverty. You feel that rendering
homage to a king who clings to his own, who lives for
his own, as Jesus does in the Blessed Sacrament for us, is
not merely a sacred duty, but ought to be a most agree-
able occupation for all Christians. And all ought to show
an earnest endeavor to emulate one another in their efforts
to avail themselves perfectly of this longed-for opportunity
of adoring, thanking, honoring and making offerings to
their Eucharistic King.

So we will greet the Forty Hours as the happy time in
which we are permitted to give vent to our feelings of
grateful veneration; we will truly sanctify the days of the
Forty Hours and give a real proof that we sincerely love
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. O Thou God and
Saviour, hidden in the Blessed Sacrament, it is Thy de-
light to be with us; for I see Thee nailed upon the cross
that Thou mayst be with us under the appearance of bread
in this poorest of dwellings. But behold, it is also our
delight to be with Thee in this, Thy lowly abode; it is our
delight to bring Thee, here present under the veil of bread,
the public and solemn homage of our adoration; it is also
our delight during these days to pray with grateful hearts,
“Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament!” it is our de-
light during these days to let our “ Ave Jesu!” resound
from grateful lips:

O Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine!
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine.”
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O divine Lord, as it is Thy delight to have us with
Thee, grant also that we may be with Thee in Thy glory,
to adore Thee with all the angels and saints and to joyfully
sing Thy praises evermore. Amen.



SERMON V.

THE HUMBLE AND SORROWFUL DWELLING OF JESUS IN THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT.

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”—
John i. 14.

TaE various feasts which the Church celebrates from
year to year are like true apostolic messengers, annually re-
turning to announce the work of salvation. Salutary re-
flections are evoked by their celebration, the faith within
us quickened and strengthened, and thus our souls are pre-
pared for the never-ending festal day in the eternal dwell-
ing of our heavenly Father.

Now we enter upon the celebration of the Forty Hours.
It was instituted and is celebrated that we may publicly
and solemnly pay the homage due Our Lord remaining
with us ceaselessly day and night to the end of time in
the Blessed Sacrament. In what does this homage consist?
Hour after hour we praise and glorify, venerate and adore
the Most Holy Sacrament. But we unite one other act to
this; we also make humble reparation to Our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament. Why do we do this ? Beloved, it is
because of the unnatural and monstrous fact that it is in
this Sacrament that innumerable and great insults and
offences are inflicted on Our Lord, and it is only just and
natural that we should be required to adore Jesus and
make reparation to Him in the Blessed Sacrament. The
Forty Hours is intended to pay Him this homage of ado-
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ration and reparation. During these few days it is
for us to do this with the greatest possible devotion and
love.

Now we men are so constituted that we cannot refuse
a service of love to a person when it is proved that he loves
us and has suffered much for us. At all events we could not
refuse such a service of love if he plead for it from the
place and at the time in which he was ceaselessly doing
and suffering for us wonderful and superhuman things.
Thus it is in our case. For it is precisely in the Blessed
Sacrament that Our Lord—

I. Does marvellous things for us.

II. Suffers wonderful things for us.

First Point.—We judge whether or not a person loves
us, not so much from his fine words of praise and promise,
but rather from what he does for us. When some one
does me a very great service, he shows me, even without -
saying a word, that he loves me dearly. But if he does
so much for me that he makes himself poor, and sheds
his blood to do it, that shows me that his love has no limit,
that his heart is on fire with love for me. Now the love
of Our Lord is a love like this, as He has proved by giving
us the Blessed Sacrament. For in doing this Our Lord does
something so great, that God as He is, He has actunally shed
His blood for it, and can do nothing greater, as He Himself
avowed, “What is there that I ought to do more to My vine-
vard, that I have not done to it ?” IIe does not give us there
merely many and great graces, nor even countless graces;
He not merely shares with us a marvellous number of His
heavenly treasures, but He gives us far, far more than this;
He gives us all that He has. He, the fulness, the essence,
the fountain and source of all heavenly good, gives us Him-
self, Himself the owner, the Lord and ruler, the beginning
and end of heavenly grace and glory; gives Himself
to us completely, with divinity and humanity, with body
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and soul, with flesh and blood. This is not new to you,
it is a familiar thought; you understand that

“ Lo, the Good, supreme and best,
On the altar deigns to rest;
Is with flesh and blood our Guest.”

And all this Our Lord does for love of us. And now it
is doubly true that the eternal God, the only Lord, so great
that the heavens cannot contain Him; this only Lord, full
of splendor, who dwells in unapproachable light; this only
true God, the Lord of creation, dwells by means of the
Blessed Sacrament within His creatures. We must say
with deep emotion, “ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacra-
ment ! ” must sing in adoring praise, “ Ave Jesu!” And
now, my brethren, to understand in a measure how much
Our Lord does for us in giving us the Blessed Sacrament,
consider how He dwells in it among us. And when you
think of it, when you behold the dwelling of your Lord,
are you not overwhelmed with astonishment ? For love of
us He even dwells among us a prisoner, a slave.

You know how deplorably miserable is the condition
of a prisoner. Ie is deprived of his freedom; he is a help-
less man, shut up between the high and thick walls of a
prison. This condition is so terrible that mankind has
reserved it as a purishment for those who have rendered
themselves guilty of a gross crime. And shall I find Thee,
my dear Lord, in such a state as this ? Hast Thou gone
so far in Thy love for me as to do this ? Thou canst claim
the splendor of the distant heavens for Thy glorified hu-
manity, and can it be that Thou art a prisoner; can it be
that Thou art confined in a cell ? Alas! freedom, and
power, and joy are Thine, as they can belong to none but
the Almighty, the Most High; and must I know that Thou
art between high walls, under bolt and key ? Alas! all
help for all creatures is of Thee, and is none able to help
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Thee ? There is no spirit that knows, no intellect that
understands, no pulse that beats, no limb that stirs without
Thy action, and must I hear that Thou art a prisoner,
that Thou art feeble, impotent, helpless ? Tt grieves Chris-
tian hearts to be told that Jesus is a prisoner. And yet
it is so ! You acknowledge it when you sing:
“In the monstrance is adored
Christ, our undivided Lord.
From the sacred Host is fled

All the substance of the bread:
Christ Himself is here instead.”

When you confess that the Saviour, the infinite God,
is present under the form of bread, then you know and
acknowledge that He suffers so great a confinement that
it is much worse than any prisoner endures; that the help-
lessness and feebleness of your Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment are greater than the impotence of a prisoner. Was
ever prisoner locked in such a narrow cell as your Lord in
the little prison of the ciborium? was ever helplessness
like His in the tabernacle? was ever feebleness weaker ?
The sick man confined to his bed in the hospital has more
control over himself, over his limbs, than the King of
glory, your Saviour, has under this form of bread. Behold,
Jesus has gone so far in His love for us that He will abide
with us as a prisoner in order to gain our love, win our
hearts to Himself. Cost Him what it may, He will have
our love. He comes to us a prisoner only thereby to un-
lock our love. He seems to say, O sinful man, if thou
wilt not honor Me as thy almighty God, thou shalt at
least grieve for Me as thy helpless prisoner.”

Let Him not plead so long. Say to Him: Yes, my
most faithful Lord, Thou shalt have my love: ¢ Blessed
be the Most Holy Sacrament ! ” I will not weary of singing
in adoring praise, “ Ave Jesu!” Thou hast done too much
to win my love. Thou dwellest with us a prisoner; yes,
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even more, as a slave, as a servant, Jesus dwells with us
in the Blessed Sacrament. How sadly this echoes in our
ears; again how our hearts resist hearing it ! Jesus, Our
Saviour, is in His nature a king. Iis name is written on
His thigh, and it is, “ King of kings, and Lord of lords.”
His office is to govern, and He rejoices in the immensity
of His power and His supreme majesty, for by this He is
able to multiply the opportunities of His compassion and
mercy. He sways His sceptre over eternity and the count-
less creatures whom He has made.

But how abject is a slave! There is no such profound
lowliness on earth as his; he is lord over nothing, mot
even himself. He has no will; he is and must be
entirely submissive to another. That is a condition of
life from which every human heart recoils, and there-
fore we wonder at the few whom we know sold them-
selves voluntarily into slavery that the light of faith might
be carried to the poor slaves who were in the night
and the darkness of unbelief. What angels of mercy,
what heroes of charity, are they who acted thus! They
did a superhuman thing in going so far as this to bring
help to the wretched. But let us see how far Our Lord
has gone in His love for us. Jesus has renounced His
throne under such humiliating circumstances as no prince
ever did, and has become a slave, a bondman, a servant
in the Blessed Sacrament. There, as you well know,
He is mo longer lord over Himself; He no longer has
a will of His own, nor is it the voice of His heavenly
Father which summons Him; no, it is the voice of
a creature which calls Him forth. Nor is it the high-
est of intelligent beings; mnot a cherub nor seraph, not
even an angel; mno, it is the lowliest of His rational
creatures, it is man, poor sinful man, whose word He
obeys; nor is it one man, but a multitude of men before
whose word He bows. The priest, as you know, takes .
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the bread, blesses it, speaks the words of consecration,
“This is My body,” and in the same moment, “ There is
no longer bread, there is but the appearance and form of
bread, and what is there is Jesus Christ Himself: The
Word is made flesh.” Behold and feel how Jesus resigns
His crown, resigns it under such humiliating circum-
stances. He is called forth unreservedly, unresistingly,
with no conditions, by the word of His priests. And since
this is so there is no depth of obedience to which He will
not condescend if He is commanded. It may be that where
this word is spoken there is an irreverential, sinful, unbe-
lieving heart; it may even be that the voice which utters
this word is the voice of an unworthy priest. All this
puts the obedience of Our Saviour to a severe test, but
only to show it more plainly. For you know that the
change in the substance of the bread does not depend on
the disposition of the priest who officiates.

But why has Our Lord determined to resign His crown
and enter the service of a bondman? What a question!
Why did Jacob serve seven years and then another seven ?
He wished, as you know, to obtain the hand of Rachel.
And behold, O men, it is the treasure of your heart, your
free heart, on which the Lord’s longing is bent; for it
seems that though everything else belongs to Him, your
heart, because it is free, does not belong to Iim; but He
must serve for it. And He despises all else, for He came
to win this; and would rather serve for it as a bondman
than fail to have it, though His service is not of seven
years, and again seven years, but shall endure even to the
day of the Last Judgment.

O ye children of men, why do you not rush here in
multitudes to pay the respectful homage that is due your
humble Lord ? O dearest Saviour ! Thou shalt have from
us the crown of our love. Wondering and awestruck we
will not weary in repeating, « Blessed be the Most Holy
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Sacrament ! ” of singing with touched and grateful hearts,
“ Ave Jesu!”

This love, my Saviour, Thou hast merited a thousand
times, for marvellous are the things Thou dost for us in
the Blessed Sacrament. But, dear brethren, we must also
make reparation to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament; for
marvellous are the things He suffers there.

Second Point.—If we see suffering borne for love we
are deeply touched, and the greater are the sufferings
which the person bears for his beloved, the more are we
moved. But if we see that these sufferings could be
avoided, that they are caused by the ingratitude and heart-
lessness of the one that is loved, and that the person so
rudely treated does not withdraw his kindness, but con-
tinues to be as loving as ever to the ungrateful wretch,
then, indeed, if we have any heart, we are struck dumb
with wonder and emotion; we are overcome with feel-
ings of grief and pity, which impel us to make com-
passionate reparation. Now, beloved, that is the situation
in which Our Lord finds Himself in the Blessed Sacrament.
He suffers bitterly, suffers inexpressibly; and the saddest
part of it is that they are such stinging, unnatural suffer-
ings; sufferings that could and should be spared Him. For
the sufferings He has to endure consist in man’s indiffer-
.ence to the Blessed Sacrament; they are due to this, that
the Sacrament of His love is so much neglected, so little
valued, so carelessly adored; yes, is even profaned, dese-
crated, dishonored. He suffers because it is not enough
loved and praised, but is even hated, blasphemed, denied;
because we are not grateful enough to Mim in this Holy
Sacrament, but are actually ungrateful, heartless to Him,
causing Him thereby bitter anguish. Beloved, have you
a heart ? For if you have, when you hear this you can-
not but pray with fervor, “ O dearest Jesus! May Thy
blessed Mother, together with Thy angels and saints, bless
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Thee in reparation for all the insults and offences Thy un-
grateful creatures have committed, or ever will commit,
against Thee to the end of time.”

Let us briefly consider three of the sufferings of Jesus:
The first is His sorrowful loneliness, in which no one visits
Him; the second is His outraged love, and the third is
His derided abasement and humiliation.

His loneliness—being forsaken by His children—must
fall heavily on the divine Redeemer. In heaven there are
myriads of angels who never sleep day nor night, but sur-
round Him in joyful and profound adoration. How natural,
how desirable that men should show something akin to this
around His altar-throne on earth! If the Lord of the uni-
verse deigns to have a dwelling among His creatures, there
at least one would expect to see a universal adoration.
For one would think that the whole universe must feel
that its God is near; one would think that the mountains
must move and rise up to form a cordon of honor around
His tabernacle-home; one would think that the wild beasts
would be tamed by His presence and come to Him as they
came to Adam in paradise, to beg His blessing. But Our
Lord does not let this happen; nor does His Heart find
comfort in being thus surrounded. To be with men,
to be with His children, created after His own likeness,
purchased by His blood; to be with His children sanctified
by the Holy Ghost, and called to inherit the kingdom of
heaven; to surround Himself with them on all sides, therein
is His delight; therein is His joy; on this His Heart is set.
And how easily could men respond to His wishes and spend
more time with Him in the solitude of the sanctuary!

Owing to the real presence of Jesus in the tabernacle,
the church should be to all a sweet abiding-place; all
should frequent it as their time permits, and as their own
necessities and those of their neighbor require. And yet
see in what loneliness His people dare to leave Him ! None
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of the prophets would have dared predict what has hap-
pened; that God, the uncreated Wisdom, would come and
pitch His tent among men, and that they would withdraw
themselves from Him and avoid Him, as if He were a
homeless stranger,a trembling intruder, an offender beyond
the pale of the law, an outcast condemned to death. How
great, how painful the loneliness that reigns around the
tabernacle ! I may say it is greater than His loneliness
in the desert, for there living things came and bore Him
company, even though they were wild beasts. But here,
in His sanctuary, one sees the feeble little light that burns
before the tabernacle like a flickering star, and in many
churches it is His only worshipper for many hours of the
day and night. How strange, how inconceivable !

This is the same Lord who pleads here in the Blessed
Sacrament with His people for their love and companion-
ship, whom Judea would have made king without Iis
seeking, and against His will; and this, His people, neglect
Him, flee from Him ! Art Thou, then, dearest Lord, no
companion for Thy creatures, or only an unwelcome,
a burdensome one ? Ah, Thou hast laid down Thy splen-
dor and concealed Thyself under the form of bread, amidst
the greatest poverty and silence; that is Thy crime, dear
Lord, and this is the reason that the seekers after
pleasure, grandeur, splendor, show and pomp, call not upon
Thee in Thy retirement. They know not, and will not
know, that it is Thy excessive love that has brought Thee
into this extreme need and helplessness. Would they but
acknowledge and consider this, then Thou wouldst not be
so neglected, wouldst not be left in such sorrowful loneli-
ness, for Thy ransomed people would hasten to flock hither
and band themselves around Thee, glorifying and adoring
Thee, and supplicating Thee in the many burdens and
necessities which afflict us all. O beloved, when e has
wrought so many wonders for His creatures, when He has
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filled the earth with the marvels of His compassion, and
the only return He desires is to be known and loved, then
it is surely an insult to His great goodness that men do
not court His better acquaintance; that men show an utter
disregard for the memorial of His love, and leave Him in
unhonored loneliness. Oh, truly this is a great sorrow for
the loving, Eucharistic Heart of Jesus! And Thou, O
Lord, dost Thou still remain with these creatures who so
forget Thee? Why dost Thou stay ? The chants of heaven
are not sung here; here the incense of its praises does not
rise, the multitude of angels and holy spirits, those worthy
creatures whose whole being is naught else than burning
love for Thee, are not here; here Thou hast but creatures
who are completely unworthy; who are all on fire with love
of gold, high station, luxurious life, but are all coldness,
forgetfulness, indifference, contempt toward Thee. Here
Thy existence is filled with grief; Thou dwellest under the
form of bread out of love and longing for Thy creatures,
and Thou art a God forgotten by them!

O my hearers, have you a heart ? If you have, you
must be filled with grief in hearing this and must give
vent to your feelings by praying, “ O dearest Jesus! May
Thy blessed Mother, together with all Thy angels and
saints, bless Thee in reparation for all the insults and
offences which Thy ungrateful creatures have ever com-
mitted, or ever will commit, against Thee to the end of
time.” Offer up this prayer in reparation for the cruel
neglect that Jesus endures in the Blessed Sacrament; offer
it also for that other sorrow, the sorrow of His outraged
love. This sorrow is most keenly felt by Jesus, and is
especially painful to Him. When men do not love Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament, or do not love Him enough,
these creatures who thus neglect Him deprive Him by
their cruel, heartless will of that which He has purchased
at so dear a price, at the cost of making Himself a prisoner,
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a slave, in the Holy Eucharist; for He has done this to win
our hearts and get our love for Himself.

Ah, if e does not obtain this, if men do not love Him,
or do not love Him ardently, reverently enough, what
pain this causes Him, what grief it inflicts upon Him!
True, He knows that IIe can never be sufficiently loved;
He knows that no one but Himself can love Him as He
deserves; not even the archangel Michael, the cherubim
and seraphim; nor even the hosts of all the angels and
saints together are able to love Him with a love as great as
He is worthy of receiving. This He knows, and He does
not require such a love; but He knows also that the chil-
dren of men who have hearts to love could give Him a .
little place among people, and not exclude Him from
among those whom they love; it were sweet to Him if they
did this, and He pleads with them to do it. The children of
men could love Him most among all the people and things
they love, as is indeed His due; He knows this, and how
sweet were it to Him did they do this, and how they grieve
Him by not doing it.

Men ought to lament that they do not love Him more;
they ought to be dissatisfied with themselves, hate and
abhor themselves because of their deficient love of Jesus;
He knows this, and how sweet it were to Him if they
did it; He would count this as love, and He pleads with
them to do it, grieving that even this is not done. The
children of men might take more trouble for Him; they
might inflame their hearts with love for Him, they might
make greater sacrifices for Him, adore Him with more
childlike tenderness; this He knows, and how sweet were it
to Him if they did this; what grief they inflict npon Him
when they do it not. Behold, this grief so bitter, so sharp,
this anguish of despised love men inflict upon Him!
Some wound His love by openly blaspheming and denying
His presence; others pain Him by neglecting Him and re-
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fusing to come to Him when He calls them. Many come
to Him unbidden and insult Him by irreverence. A, what
is it that we ourselves do but wound Him by indifference,
ingratitude, coldness, too great familiarity, or wilful dis-
tractions ? Thus is the love of our divine Saviour in the
Blessed Sacrament treated ! What sorrow ! Love is the
crown of all His good qualities, and men make this love
especially the object of their insults and ill-treatment. For
among the multitude who insult the Blessed Sacrament, it
is true that for one of these who insults His majesty
in the Blessed Sacrament, there are a hundred who insult
His love.

O my Jesus,why dost Thou thusendure our sins ? Why
hast Thou not already borne away this precious Mystery
to heaven, silenced the Mass, and withdrawn the veil of
Thy abandoned tabernacles? When Thou didst choose
Judas Thou knewest that He would betray Thee; when
Thou didst go up to Calvary to drain Thy chalice of suf-
fering to the last drop, Thou didst foresee how little the
world would care that its Creator had died for it on the
cross. But couldst Thou have foreseen on the night of the
Last Supper the return which men would make to the
end of time for this Most Blessed Sacrament, and neverthe-
less give Thyself forever in this Mystery ? So precious
in Thy eyes are the proofs of the poor love of the few who
take the trouble to show Thee a return of love, that for
them Thou endurest the coldness and ingratitude of the
many. Oh, how wonderful art Thou; how unfathomable
is Thy love; how inconceivable Thy longing to be loved !

Beloved, have you a heart 7 Then, when you hear this,
you must be moved to sorrow, and you must long to say,
“0O dearest Jesus!” etc. Yes, offer this prayer for the
sorrow of the outraged love of Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and offer it also for that other sorrow, the sorrow
of His derided abasement and humiliation.
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Great, inexpressibly great, is the humiliation which the
Saviour assumes in the Blessed Sacrament. Perfectly won-
derful is the littleness in which He comes to us, and many
and unfathomably deep are the humiliations which have
accompanied and surrounded it. In this mysterious Sacra-
ment His wisdom and power appear to be annihilated.
There He brings Himself, so to speak, to the brink of
nothingness; there Ile hides Himself, so to speak, in the
bosom of nothingness; therein He seems to disappear. In
this Sacrament your” Saviour leads you past all the cells
of humiliation, letting you pause before the place where
He shows you that He, who is the fulness and source, the
beginning and end of all life, abides in the lifeless and mo-
tionless form of bread, and takes upon Himself the laws of
this dead substance. For the lifeless form feels not the
fulness of life so as to show it, but the Author of life
leaves this dead form its immunity, deprives all His living
members of their use, is there without the natural activities
of life; the Fulness of life dwells among us, and is as dead.

To this lowly cell you are led, and there this humilia-
tion is shown you. Verily, Our Lord has there purposely
excluded from Himself anything that shows exteriorly the
greatness, majesty, power, dignity and splendor that He
possesses in Himself; there He has clothed Himself in the
most common and insignificant substance which the earth
can offer. But why all this humiliation, this unfathom-
ably deep humiliation ? Because herein the love of Our
Lord shows its divine wisdom. Yes, dear brethren, it is that
we may not be affrighted by the splendor of His majesty,
nor bring Him our homage in fear and trembling, but with-
out any anxiety or terror, rather with full confidence and
love, may praise, honor, adore and supplicate Him. But cer-
tainly not that we, His creatures, should withdraw from
Him, denying to our adorable Creator the necessary adora-
tion, thanksgiving, reparation and prayer. When men do
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this to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and do it be-
cause here He is so lowly, so little, so humble, what great
grief they cause the love of the divine Saviour; it is a
slight, an insult, to the humiliation chosen by His love for
us. And, my beloved, it is precisely this that men do
inflict upon Him in this Holy Sacrament.

O my dear brethren, what scandalous behavior do
we often behold in our churches, even while the Holy
Mystery is celebrated ! What is done then does not spring
from frivolous curiosity, but is done to show contempt for
those who are worshipping, and to wound the feelings of
devout believers. People take deliberate delight in stand-
ing when we kneel, in going nearer to the altar than they
see we go, and taking attitudes that would be unsuitable
in an ordinary lecture-room; in speaking aloud while we
silently pray; staring at those who return from the com-
munion-rail; and this is done by persons who, judging from
their appearance, are well bred, and educated, and would
do nothing that could wound the feelings of another. But
it is not only from unbelievers, but also from believers,
that our dear Lord has to endure insults and slights in
consequence of His abasement in the Blessed Sacrament.
His insignificant exterior appearance, the ease with which
we can approach Him, the small cost of His maintenance,
all these things are turned against Him, and that of which
s love would make a powerful attraction, an irresistible
incentive to good, the coldness and stupidity of man turn
into so many opportunities to neglect, to undervalue, and
insult Him. Christians, His children, thrust Him back,
while ITe extends His arms to embrace them. They care
very little that the altar should be adorned, the sacred
linens and vestments should be suitable and beautiful; if
it depended on them, the altar might stand there poor,
bare, unadorned and dilapidated; the sacred linens and
vestments might be of common, cheap and ugly material.
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Although they never contribute to them, they take it upon
themselves to criticise the churches as too costly, the altars
as too much adorned, the linens as too expensive, the vest-
ments as too gorgeous, and say that we spend too much
on our churches and their appointments.

They neglect coming to Our Lord of their own free
will, to visit Him, hear Mass, and receive holy commun-
ion; but have to be commanded to do these things, and
when they do come, what disrespectful treatment must
Thou endure, O Lord ! Does any one make a decent genu-
flection to the ground, a proper sign of the cross, or beat
his breast with sincere contrition? who kneels properly
on both knees, even at the consecration? IHow many go
to holy communion in a becoming manner, with hands
folded on the breast, bowed head, and eyes reverently cast
to the ground ? We are ashamed to do all this, and the
few who do it are talked about. And how is it with the
hearts of men ? When theyare before Thee, O my Saviour,
they think of everything else save of Thee. How cold,
how distracted, how thoughtless, how unfeeling, how heart-
less they are to Thee! And all this because Our Lord
abases Himself so much for us. How horrible !

At the first glance, if you weigh the matter in the
scales of this world, Jesus is of all kings the one who shows
outwardly the least kingly dignity. Thus would His great
love for us have it. Oh, if our love were wise and
enlightened, we should see that God was never so won-
derful as in this decbasement, never so visibly almighty
as when He shows that He can bring His infinite
majesty even to the dust of earthly lowliness; mever so
adorably spotless as when He lies beneath the feet of
men. Ah, dear Lord, which will carry the day, our wick-
edness or Thy love ? Thou usest all the artifices of lowli-
ness that by their appeal Thou mayst win our love, and
we transform it into a weapon to wound Thy Sacred Heart.
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Thus is requited the humiliation which Our Lord has
assumed ! What grief for His adorable Heart ! But, my
Saviour, why dost Thou bear this coldness, these insults ?
Why dost Thou not punish this conduct constantly, se-
verely 7 Ah, Thou wouldst disarm the wickedness of man
by Thy touching patience; Thou wouldst disarm the eruelty
of man by Thy gentle forbearance, and Thy fidelity so
worthy of love. O Majesty, nothing can excite Thy anger;
O Might, Thou hast laid aside Thy thunderbolts ! They
trample Thee underfoot, and Thou utterest no complaint;
they pierce Thee, and Thou dost bleed, and yet no sound !
Oh, how loudly this silence speaks to the sensitive hearts
of men, and what a victory has Ile alrcady won precisely
because of the depth of His ignominious lowliness !

Thou wilt not battle with the pride of men and break
it, Thou mighty King; rather wilt Thou imperceptibly
seize and bind it, making it a reason and a means for
man’s loving Thee more.

Beloved, have you a heart ? Then you must be grieved
by hearing this, and must wish to pray, “ O dearest
Jesus ! 7 ete. Yes, offer this prayer for this excessive grief,
the derided humiliation endured by Our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament. Therein He, the infinite God, comes
to us personally; but He comes as a prisoner, a slave. This
must incite us to pray unweariedly, “ Blessed be the Most
Holy Sacrament !” in singing, “ Ave Jesu!”

Inexpressibly great and marvellously bitter are the suf-
ferings of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. There man
inflicts upon Him, and He endures, the pangs of sorrowful
loneliness, of love that is not returned, of humiliation that
is despised. This must urge us to make humble reparation.
Shall T now exhort you not to weary this week in bringing
to your Lord the double homage due Him, the homage of
adoration and reparation; to keep the Forty Hours with
true zeal, perseverance and devotion ? I cannot think this
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will be necessary. You well know that this homage is
precious to your dear Lord, your highest Good, who for
thirty-three years of His life ceaselessly did so much and
bore so much for you; who spent IIis whole life for you,
and at last, in inexpressible agony, gave Himself up to
martyrdom on the wood of ignominy. This Redeemer
values the homage rendered Him in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and that is inducement enough to give it. You must
feel sure that He values this homage which you bring Him
in this Blessed Sacrament where Ile continues to do so
much and bear so much for us; for He comes to us here
in His own Person, and for love of us is as a prisoner, a
slave, and while dwelling among us He bears with invinei-
ble patience the three sorrows which Iis ungrateful chil-
dren inflict upon Him.

O, surely this is inducement enough for us to pay our
homage to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. And you
also know that you have caused many of His sorrows. That
ought to be an irresistible inducement for you to bring Him
your homage this week. And you are firmly resolved to
hasten to your Lord now, adoring Him, and making repa-
ration to Him with grateful reverence and joy, praying,
 Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament!” singing, “ Ave
Jesu!” and with Dbitter sorrow sighing, “O dearest
Jesus!” ete.

Now, my hearers, I congratulate you that you are to
pass these days in so holy and profitable a manner; you
could not easily do anything more beautiful, holy and pleas-
ing to God. Know that when you pray, “ Blessed be the
Most Holy Sacrament ! ” or sing “ Ave Jesu !” from your
hearts, it not merely awakens wonder in the children of the
world, but is a spectacle for the angels of heaven, though
they behold the face of the heavenly Father. Heaven so
desires and watches for your prayer, “ O dearest Jesus!”
that when it rises there is more joy than for ninety-nine
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who need not say it. But how beautiful, how welcome,
how joyful, is the sight of your believing hearts, overflow-
ing with faith and love to your Lord, the dear, silent
Prisoner of this tabernacle ! He looks upon you with joy
when He hears your ““ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacra-
ment!” your “ Ave Jesu!” as He looked upon St. Peter
when he confessed, “Thou art Christ, the Son of the
living God.” And when He hears your prayer of repara-
tion, “ O dearest Jesus!” He looks down on you compas-
sionately, as He looked upon Magdalen when her tears
flowed over His feet. Your adoration is like incense
wafted to His sacramental throne; your reparation like a
flame of fire illuminating His altar like the blaze of many
candles burning there.

O beloved, what pleasure, what joy, what delight, this
service of love gives Him ! In your love can the hunger of
His love be satisfied! And not in vain, dear friends, do you
show this love to your Lord; the hour will come when the
trumpet of the angel shall sound over the whole earth to
its uttermost bounds, and He will compel the cold grave
and deep sea to give up their dead. Then will your Lord
come again; He who now comes as a prisoner, a slave, in
order to win our love, who now must accept the bitter sor-
row of neglect, heartlessness and insults, will come again,
but come again in power and majesty to judge the living
and the dead. Then all eyes will be turned on Ilis radiant
face and flashing eyes, on the glowing clouds and splendor
of His throne, and there will be weeping, and moaning,
and lamentations from all those who offended this sov-
ereign Judge when He was present in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. But you who adored and venerated the Blessed
Sacrament, who were Iis friends, you will rejoice and exult.
You have confessed your Lord before the whole world, and
it is certain, for He keeps His word, that He will confess
you before His Father who is in heaven. Yes, beloved,
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on that awful day, that last day that the earth shall see,
He will acknowledge before the whole world to your honor,
and praise, and glory what you have done here before the
Blessed Sacrament, where by so many He was insulted and
despised. He will turn to you and speak, and the whole
world will give ear and listen: “I was poor and a prisoner,
a slave, and thou didst take Me in. Thy ¢ Blessed be the
Most Holy Sacrament,” thy ¢ Ave Jesu,” was more to Me
than riches, than freedom, than power; thou didst make
My dwelling easy, endurable, sweet. I was neglected,
wronged, insulted, and thou didst receive Me; thou didst
come making reparation to Me, and thy prayer, ¢ O dearest
Jesus,” was more than balsam for the many wounds of My
bleeding Heart.” And He will say to you, “ Come, ye
blessed of My Father, possess ye the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; enter ye into the joy
of your Lord.”

That will be another Forty Hours, one not only of
forty hours’, but of perpetual, adoration. With Mary, His
glorious Mother, and all the blessed saints and angels, you
will see your dear Lord in His glory, and power, and maj-
esty, and, beholding Him face to face, will love Him, adore
Him, and glorify Him, chanting a Te Deum that shall
never cease, but shall echo through all eternity. Amen.



SERMON VI

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT THE PERPETUAL DWELLING OF
JESUS UPON EARTH.

“ My delight is to be with the children of men.”—Prov. viii. 31.

IF we examine and search closely into God’s utterances
and works, one thing will strike us forcibly in both. When
God speaks it is always very briefly, and in very few words,
but each time there is very much said in these few words.
They are also very plain and simple, comprehensible to
all, but they always hold deep, many-sided, inexhaustible
and almost unfathomable meanings; they are artless and
unadorned words, but they are always convincing, im-
pressive and penetrating, and where it is necessary, they
are beneficial, arousing, or disturbing and terrifying words.
So it is also with the works of God, and the revealed opera-
tions of His hands. In little the good God gives us much;
with small things He does great ones. He does still more;
He unites the small things with the great ones, transform-
ing them into the great, and changing the weak into the
strong; the simple, unimportant, lowly, into the wonderful,
the heavenly, the divine. We see this plainly in those
means of grace, the sacraments. They are certainly the
simplest, the most ordinary, daily things that Jesus takes
for the sacraments; but what He performs with them, the
condition into which He brings them, is something so tre-
mendous that we cannot grasp it. TFor such things as
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water and oil, intended for daily household use, are, by
the ordinance of Christ, endowed with strength, with un-
known, marvellous strength, to penetrate the soul and com-
pletely transform and sanctify it. This, and much more,
applies especially to the great and Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar.

For this, too, has Jesus taken quite ordinary things,
bread and wine; but here there is something far more, far
greater, than in the other sacraments. Here Our Lord
changes these ordinary things into something quite extra-
ordinary; the ordinary things are here go honored, so pre-
ferred, that Jesus, the highest Good, conceals Himself in
them. And because Jesus Himself is present in this Holy
Sacrament is precisely why we adore it; not merely pri-
vately, but openly and solemnly, as in the beautiful Forty
Hours. And you are here to-day to begin the solemn ado-
ration of our divine Saviour. It is now my task and my
intention to incite you to bring this homage to your Lord
in the Blessed Sacrament with pleasure, with greater love
and enthusiasm. And because love calls forth love in re-
turn, I believe that I shall better succeed if I again place
before you a characteristic of the Blessed Sacrament that
tends to show how Jesus has exhausted Himself in His love
for us. Consider:

I. That our dear Lord is with us uninterruptedly in
the Blessed Sacrament.

II. That He is here for our good.

First Point.—Our Lord likes to be with us. He has
told us so: “ My delight is to be with the children of men,”
so run the words in which He reveals His Heart to us. And
He has also proved this by His action. You have the
strongest evidence that it is His delight to be with men in
the Most Holy Sacrament, and one of the circumstances
by which we recognize this is that He is with us unceas-
ingly. For there are many things that show whether or
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not one likes to be with another, but it is chiefly shown by
the length of time that he stays. When a person remains
with us but a few minutes and seems impatient to go away
again, coming but to depart, whatever he may say in ex-
cuse and explanation of his careless treatment does not
convince us of his sincerity; his manner of acting shows
us too plainly that he does not like to be with us, that it
gives him no pleasure, nor has he any desire to be where
we are. But he who abides with us long, who comes a great
and wearisome distance to see us, and arranges his affairs
so that he can stay with us weeks and months, likes to be
with us, rejoices in seeing us, is homesick away from us;
and we are sure of this whether he says anything about it
or not, for his conduct proves it.

Now, beloved, if this be the case, judge, understand,
and feel if you can how gladly Jesus is among us. A per-
sonage in high position shows much, very much love and
condescension and kindness if he only occasionally or for
a moment pays a visit to a simple, ordinary citizen. How
surprised we should be at the unmerited love, condescen-
sion and friendship for man evinced by the infinite majesty
of the Son of God if He had shown merely a like mind-
fulness of ns. But that does not satisfy Iis love for us;
He goes further, much further, in His love and condescen-
sion. That which no dignitary ever has done for his peo-
ple, that which would even be taken ill of him if he had
done it, as having lessened his dignity and overstepped
strongly defined limits, since custom prevents dignitaries
from paying such visits, this has the divine majesty of
our blessed Lord done for those whom He has saved. TFor,
beloved, not casually, not occasionally, is the dear Lord with
us. Do not overlook this circumstance; consider it well;
it is truly worthy of constant reflection. He dwells with
us intentionally, because He had us in His mind, because
He intended to dwell with us. For see, He has so estab-
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lished the Blessed Sacrament and so ordained it that there
are in it not merely many and great graces, but He Him-
self, as God-man, is present therein in His own Person.
Oh, verily, if the blessed Lord does this in order to dwell
with us, if He works such a great miracle by His omnipo-
tence that His whole divine majesty abides with us under
the form of bread, He has proved more surely than the
strongest words could express that His delight is to be
with the children of men, and even were He not to remain
with us long, if He were to be only a short time in this
great Sacrament, you will agree with me when I say that
we should not cease to praise Him, wondering at the great-
ness of the love, and friendship, and condescension of
the dear Lord.

But you know, my brethren, that in His love for us
Our Lord has gone further, much further, than this.
Though it is impossible to human beings to be always
without interruption with those whom they love; though
even the tenderest mother does not ask to have her child
whom she loves with all her heart always at her side day
and night, nor could endure having it so, yet this devo-
tion which no human being can fulfil Our Lord has shown
us, and this He does forever and ever. He so comes among
us that never more, even for a moment, can He withdraw
from us. For behold, He has so established the Most
DBlessed Sacrament by which and in which He comes to
us, that He is in it unceasingly, day and night; is present
every hour and every moment. e has so ordained it that
He is present with us as long as the form of the bread
that is changed into His sacred body remains incorrupt,
and He has provided that the sacred species be constantly
kept in existence. For in His incomprehensible—really,
I'might say, in His prodigal—munificence He has ordained
that day after day His priests may perform the great, divine
work of transforming bread anew into His sacred body, and
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thus bring His divine majesty under a new and fresh
veil of the form of bread. If Our Lord does this that with
His divine majesty He may ever dwell day and night
among us in this Holy Sacrament, and by this Holy Sac-
rament, then in truth He has shown beyond all miscon-
ception and doubt that it is His delight to be with men,
for in doing this He has gone to the utmost limits of pos-
sibility. Yes, beloved, realize this: More than the Lord
has done to prove that He loves to be with us cannot be
done by God Himself. There He has so completely
exhausted Himself in His divine love that though He is
God He must say, ¢ What could I have done more for thee,
and have not done it?” God as He is, He must exclaim:
“The zeal of thy house and for thy soul (to let thee see and
feel how gladly I am with thee) has eaten Me up!”

And now youn will agree with me when I say that we
must not weary in praising and exalting with wonder the
immeasurable greatness of the love, and friendship, and
condescension of Our Lord; you will also agree with me
when I add that our return of love for the love of Jesus
must in some measure correspond to His, and that what we
do to venerate the Blessed Sacrament must have a real
likeness to our dear Lord’s proof of love for us. And in
the Forty Hours we have an opportunity to make this
return. We should not come to Our Lord carelessly, nor,
so to speak, in passing; we should come with full intention
to offer Him the solemn homage of our adoration and repa-
ration; nor should we remain with lim but a few moments;
no, we will give up hours to Him, each time we come offer-
ing Him an hour of prayer. And yet to-day there are
many, very many, Christians who come to Him carelessly
and in passing, who do not come with the intention of
making the Forty Hours, and will not remain with Him
as long as they should. Because it is Sunday they come to
hear Mass, but not to celebrate the Forty Hours, and there-
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fore they do not stay even an hour, but go out the moment
Mass is ended. This is certainly very wrong, and betrays
either great ignorance or still greater negligence and care-
lessness.

No, beloved, we must not keep the Forty Hours thus,
We know, and knowing value and prize, the goodness of
‘Our Lord in coming to us intentionally and establishing
this great Sacrament that He may be with us; we know
and properly esteem this blessing that the dear Lord
abides with us, and has so instituted this great Sacrament
that He is truly present in it ceaselessly, day and night,
and we desire to have in the Forty Hours a suitable oppor-
tunity to give in some measure a return of love to Our Lord
for this proof of His love for us, and we come with the
intention of bringing Him our homage of adoration and
reparation, and as often as we can we will stay with Him
an hour; each time we come we will try to give Him a whole
hour of prayer. And we shall feel incited to do this if we
reflect that Our Lord is in the Blessed Sacrament for our
good, for our welfare.

Second Point.—One can conclude whether a person likes
to be with him or not by the length of time he remains.
Yet he would more clearly reveal his desire if during his
visit he had shown it by services to his friend.

It often happens that we require assistance from an-
other. Now, if we should ever need help, and there were
oneof ourkindred whose duty it was to remain with us and
give us a helping hand, but who drew back, refusing his
aid, no matter what he said to justify and excuse himself
for so doing, we should not believe in his good-will, nor
think that his excuses were not all vain pretences. We
should insist that the true reason for his conduct was in-
difference to our company, a want of friendship and sin-
cere affection. But again, if under such circumstances we
had an old friend who would not quit our side, who did
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not think it hard to help us, or that we needed help too
long; beloved, if he said almost nothing to us in protesta-
tion of his good-will and friendship, still we should be
quite sure he was our friend, for he would have shown it
and would have done what became a friend in remaining
with us and helping us.

We see this in the blessed Mother of God. When her
cousin, St. Elizabeth, needed assistance, she hastened to
her, and remained month after month with her, not leav-
ing till she was able to help herself. In doing this she
showed conclusively that she was her cousin’s friend; that
it was her joy to be with her. Beloved, if one can thus
recognize a true friend, and his pleasure in being with us,
then when one asks why and how Our Lord abides with
us unceasingly, day and night, it needs no words to prove
what a good, loving and kind friend Our Lord is to us.
For the answer to this question is: He does this for our
best good; does it to render us service at any time; it is
for this that He abides with us ceaselessly, with His hands
full of graces. Do not expect nor ask me to bring before
you all the services of love done us by Our Lord in this
Sacrament, nor count up all the graces He pours upon
us here; you know that would exceed the power of man,
even the mind of angels, to comprehend, and their tongues
to express. It is enough for me to call your attention
to one thought, and that is that here in the Blessed Sac-
rament Our Lord is constantly our intercessor, and this in
a twofold manner; first, because He Himself prays for us
ceaselessly, and then because by His mediation and recom-
mendation He presents our prayers to the heavenly Father.

I know not, my brethren, whether you have already
thought earnestly on this twofold, touching and consoling
truth; but be assured it is well worth considering that in
the Blessed Sacrament Our Lord Himself pleads ceaselessly
for us day and night, and each time we come to Him
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recommends our feeble prayer. How often pious Chris-
tians ask the prayers of some servant of God, and how for-
tunate one counts himself, and what a great sign cf good-
will and friendship one recognizes in receiving a favorable
answer to his request. But this friend can do something
more for us; he can voluntarily and without asking say
that he will pray to God for grace and sanctity for our
souls, and when he does this we feel very much honored
and exceedingly happy, recognizing the high favor in which
we stand with that person, and how, beyond all expecta-
tion, he has manifested it. And even more than this can
be done for us. Some one may betake himself into the
deepest solitude, loneliness and retirement in order to pray
for us less interruptedly and more fervently. Oh, how
unspeakably fortunate, honored and comforted, and under -
what obligations of gratitude must he feel to whom such
love as this is shown; and how inexpressibly noble and self-
renunciatory is the friendship of him who does so much
for another !

Now, behold, this and much more is what Our Lord
does in the Blessed Sacrament. He does not do as a friend
must who would pray constantly for you—go away from
you. No, in order to do this He comes directly to you,
close to you, in the Blessed Sacrament. Now reflect a mo-
ment, wondering, on the great retirement and seclusion,
concealment and silence, in which the dear Lord places
Himself. So close to us is the dear Lord, yet more hidden
than any human friend who has concealed himself within
cloister walls, or in the desert, for in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Our Lord is shrouded in a veil that is never lifted;
is hidden, I may say locked, in the never-opened cell of
the form of bread, and there He remains uninterruptedly,
each hour of the day and night.

Oh, what profound loneliness, what great concealment,
what complete retirement, is that wherein your dear Lord
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placed Himself when He took up His abode in the life-
less, motionless appearance of bread ! But never believe
that this husk in which the incarnate majesty of the Son
of God rests is without life, without activity, or that the
Son of God hidden there is now inactive and lifeless. Never
dare to think that. Not lifeless, not idle, not inactive, is
your blessed Lord under this motionless form, and if with
your bodily eyes you see no life, no activity, know, be
certain, for your infallible faith tells you so, that with the
entire fulness of His human and divine activity He dwells
with us in the Blessed Sacrament; dwells there with us as
God-man under the veil of the appearance of bread in
order to be Our Saviour; not afar, but right in our midst,
and for our individual needs.

By the Blessed Sacrament and in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Our Lord exercises and unfolds for each one of us
in particular the work and the efficacy of His redemption.
Behold and wonder at all Our Lord does in the Blessed
Sacrament, for He is overladen with the work and demands
of our salvation. And among these sacred labors with
which Our Lord is thus occupied, prayer for us holds no
small place; we are not wrong, but quite exact, in saying
that Our Lord is chiefly and ceaselessly occupied in praying
for us. We may, we must, say this of Our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament. For if He has told us by the mouth
of the Holy Spirit that in the distant heaven in His glory
He is our intercessor, and prays for us (Rom. viii. 34; 1
John ii. 1), it is more likely that here, where He has taken
up His abode with us, where He dwells so close to us in
the Blessed Sacrament, He will be what He is so far away
—our intercessor; here surely He will not cease praying for
us. And so, my brethren, it is true that in the Blessed
Sacrament your dear Lord is occupied day and night with
you, and if in the whole world there is no other heart that
thinks of you, no other heart that beats for you, one heart
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is here that beats for you, that thinks of you, that is con-
cerned for your welfare, and this heart is the Heart of
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. And when over the broad
universe the darkness of night enwraps everything in the
silence of the grave, and for long hours death-likesleephas
descended on all, one heart is here watchingeverand watch-
ingforus;aheart that cannot sleep or be silenced ever; that
is ever occupied, and occupied with us; that ever cries out
loudly to Heaven, pleading for us, and this heart is the
Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Oh, if Our
Lord does this, then acknowledge and feel that it is His
delight to be with men! What your best friend cannot do
for you, what the tenderest mother cannot offer her dearly
beloved child, the cecasecless rendering of services of love,
Our Lord does for each of us day and night, with no inter-
mission; every moment He is occupied with us, serving us
most lovingly; forever and unceasingly making His all-
powerful prayer for us—is our intercessor. And Ie does
still more; for He is not merely our intercessor by praying
for usg, but He is our intercessor because by His mediation
and recommendation He commends our prayers to the
heavenly Father. How gladly and confidently an inferior
carries his petition to his superior when he knows that it
will be recommended by him who is of all persons most
powerful with his lord! And he who thus intercedes for
another shows him for whose benefit he exercises his valu-
able influence—that he is a true, good, sincere friend. One
cannot easily do more than this. For it is unusual, almbst
impossible, that the potent friend would wait in the pres-
ence of the lord till the moment when the petition was to
be presented, and then, taking it in his own hand, present
it personally, improving whatever is defective or amiss in
it. Surely one could not expect, could not conceive, that
such a powerful friend would never leave his own house,
but would always stay at home awaiting one there,and every
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time he came, be it ever so often, listen to his petition,
take it from him, and recommend it to the lord by his own
effectual intercession.

Oh, surely such a friend would show that he no longer
lived for himself, but only and solely for the one he helped,
and that it was his joy to be with him. But, as we have
said, nothing so beautiful, so noble as this could be done by
man. Now this is what the dear Lord does in the Blessed
Sacrament. Day and night He is continually present in
the Holy Eucharist, never leaving the tabernacle for even
a single moment, that you may always find Him there, and
can always equally have recourse to Him. There, under
the appearances of bread, He awaits you, and when you
come, let it be as often as you will, He admits you, listens
to your petition, and scarcely have you laid it before Him
than He takes it from you and carries it straight to His
heavenly Father. Your petition is now also His petition,
and it stands to His heavenly Father as His own, and
your deficiencies are overlooked; for Jesus’ sake your peti-
tion will not be rejected. If the petition be harmful to
you, He makes and shapes it suitably for you. The devo-
tion, the earnestness, the fervor, the humility, and all other
qualities wanting to the prayer Our Lord supplies, and lays
your petition before His heavenly Father bettered, trans-
formed, ennobled, glorified, by His hand in recommending
it. He is your intercessor, your mediator.

All this Our Lord does for you in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. So much and so anxiously is e occupied with you,
and for precisely this end He has established His dwelling
with us under the veil of the form of bread. "Then it is
sure and clear that Our Lord lives not for Himself in the
Blessed Sacrament, but solely and entirely for us; then it
is true that our dear Lord shows us in the Blessed Sacra-
ment that it is His delight to be with men; and what no
man can ever do for us He has done, for there He
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not merely dwells with us, but also occupies Himself cease-
lessly with our welfare; is our intercessor. And, beloved,
we know how to value, how to appreciate this; we rejoice
that in the Forty Hours we have a suitable opportunity
to give our dear Lord a feeble proof of our grateful love
in return for this too great love of His, and that we are
able to remain with Him hour after hour in solemn prayer,
occupied with Him as Ie is with us.

Yes, beloved, we will rejoice in having the beautiful,
sublime and fitting feast of the Forty Hours; we will re-
joice that hour after hour we shall pray with devout hearts,
“ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament!” that the whole
day through “ Ave Jesu!” shall ceaselessly echo in the
ear of Our Lord from His ransomed people, and with the
greatest zeal and perseverance we will celebrate the Forty
Hours. During these sacred days our dear Lord shall see
that there are grateful souls, souls who desire to give to
their blessed Lord in the Holy Eucharist a strong proof
of love in return for His too great love for them. Yes,
my dear brethren, Our Lord proves to us in the Blessed
Sacrament that it is His delight to be with us, and we will
prove to Him by our zealous participation in the Forty
Hours that it is our delight to be with Him in the Blessed
Sacrament.

But Thou who in the Blessed Sacrament art with us
unceasingly, day and night, even to the end of time, Thou
gracious and merciful Saviour, accept now the little we
do according to our ability in praising and glorifying Thee
in the Blessed Sacrament for forty hours uninterruptedly.
Graciously receive the adoration and praise that we can
never appropriately express in words. Accept the wish to
adore Thee perpetually, when we say with sincerity of
heart:

“ 0O Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine!
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine.”
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Give us the grace of perseverance to the end in Thy
service, that when life’s struggles are over, we may enter
into Thy heavenly kingdom, and with Mary, the glorious
Mother, and all Thy blessed angels and saints, may adore
Thee, love Thee, praise and glorify Thee, and rejoice in
beholding Thee face to face in the splendor of Thy majesty
for all eternity. Amen.



SERMON VIIL

THE MOST HOLY SACRAMENT A GREAT AND MUNIFICENT
GIFT OF THE LOVE OF OUR SAVIOUR.

“ Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem: praise thy God, O Sion.”—
Psg. cxlvii. 12.

WaaT the Psalmist does in calling particularly upon
the Jewish people to praise their Lord and their God, the
Church also does, especially in the Forty Hours. She
calls upon all Christians to offer some hours to Jesus in
the Holy Eucharist in which to praise Him. She does
another thing that the Psalmist did. The royal singer
was not content with inviting God’s chosen people to do
this, for he well knew it would be of little use if he did
not also set before them the motive which must irresistibly
move them to praise their Lord and God. He explains
to them the reason why they were bound in a special man-
ner to let the praise of God resound; he showed them how
the Lord had given them directly such proofs of His love
as He had not shown to others; he showed them that
“ He hath not done in like manner to every nation.” And
behold, the Church also proceeds thus. Before beginning
the Forty Hours she preaches a sermon to the Christian
people on the many and great features of the love of Jesus
which they find in this Most Holy Sacrament, and which
call forth corresponding sentiments of love in their hearts.
She explains them to us, bringing one or the other of them
before us at a time, in order to incite us to celebrate the
Forty Hours with zeal and perseverance.
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That you may learn to truly understand the love of
Jesus we will not fix our eyes on many things in the Blessed
Sacrament. We will on this occasion consider only two
things. I will show you:

I. How great is the gift which Our Lord bestows upon
us in the Blessed Sacrament.

1I. How generounsly He bestows it.

First Point.—We know how great is the gift which
Our Lord bestows upon us in the Blessed Sacrament when
we consider that in this Adorable Sacrament He gives us
something of Himself, aye, of His own Person; Himself
really and substantially, whole and entire, in His humanity
and in His divinity. In the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar
Jesus has given us something of Himself, of His own Per-
son. He announced this to us in establishing this sublime
and adorable Sacrament at the Last Supper. For then
Jesus, Our Saviour and Redeemer, did not say, ¢ This is
bread, and that signifies My body;” nor did He say, « This
is and remains bread, and shall symbolize to you My body;”
nor did the apostles hear from His divine lips, “ As this
was bread, so it remains bread, and shall be a memorial
of My body.” Noj; those truthful, holy lips said clearly and
plainly to the apostles, “ This—which I have in My hand,
which you see, which appears like bread—is My body.”
And nowadays, people do violence to the words of Jesus,
twisting them at their pleasure, and say we have nothing
more in thiz wonderful Sacrament than in the other sacra-
ments; they say that as in the other sacraments we
have water, oil and chrism, so in this Adorable Sacrament
we have but bread. Certainly it is true that we are purified
by water in baptism; strengthened by chrism in confirma-
tion; anointed in sickness by consecrated oils; but, O ye
who have true faith, your Lord does not nourish your soul
in holy communion by blessed bread. No, far holier, far
more divine, is this food. That which you receive here is
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not really bread, but something of the Lord Himself, of
His own Person; for He said, “ This is My body.”

Now we will seek the reason why, in order to sanctify,
to nourish us spiritually, in order to be near us and hear
our prayers, Our Lord gives us so much and such great
things in this Most Holy Sacrament; why it is not enough
for Him to give us blessed bread; why He gives us that
which exceeds the boldest expectation, gives us something
of Himself, of His own Person. And however carefully
you consider, you can find no other reason than that given
by St. John as the motive of Jesus in establishing the Holy
Eucharist.

This beloved disciple, who in that memorable moment
rested on the breast of his divine Master, and could feel
something of His love, said: “ Having loved His own who
were in the world,” and given them many and great proofs
of love, in the night that He established this Sacrament,
“He loved them to the end,” giving them the greatest
proof of His love. And so itis. Only the love, the incom-
prehensibly great love, of Jesus explains to us His heing
present in His own Person in this Sacrament in order to
sustain us. He could have nourished our souls, sustained,
strengthened and quickened them with blessed bread, as
man’s soul now is purified by water in baptism, and the
Christian is strengthened with the chrism of salvation, or
anointed with oils for the welfare of his soul. But this
would not have been sufficient to His love; He would not
have been satisfied with this. For if one has something
to do for a person whom he loves very heartily, he does
not put the task out of his own hands, nor leave it to
another to take care of, lest it were not done well enough;
no, he feels that he must do it himself; otherwise it would
not be properly done. Take the case of a mother who
loves her child tenderly, as she should; who treasures and
clings to it with all her heart; such a mother cannot con-
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tent herself to allow another to support and bring up her
child; no, even at the cost of great sacrifices she herself
will nourish and bring up the little one. Learn in this
to realize in a measure what an excessive love the dear
Lord bears toward each one of His children. Behold, Our
Lord cannot bring Himself to allow us to be in the hands
of another. True, He has entrusted our salvation to the
apostles and their successors, and they are bound to take
care of our souls conscientiously, zealously and persever-
ingly; but e is not content with this. No; He will have
us to Himself, under His own eye; He will Himself sup-
port, nourish, strengthen our souls—and therefore He has
established a most holy and sublime Sacrament, in which
He gives us something of Himself, of His own Person.
Only love, excessive love for us has done this !

And now, my hearers, consider also how much of Him-
self, of His divine Person, Our Lord gives us in this Holy
Sacrament of love. He gives us all of Himself, gives Him-
gelf whole and entire, really and substantially, in His hu-
manity and in His divinity. For it is absolutely certain
that He has left us His entire sacred body in this Mystery
of grace. Under the form of bread we possess and receive
the head, the eyes, the ears, the mouth, the tongue, the
hands, the feet, the Heart of Our Lord, the Good Shepherd
of our souls. He has said so Himself, for He declared,
“This is My body.” He did not say, “This is part of
My body.” A, no, those are not His words; His words are,
“This is My body,” My whole, My entire body.

Verily, if Our Lord would sustain, and strengthen, and
quicken our souls by something of His sacred Person as
God-man, the smallest portion of His holy, spotless flesh
would have abundantly sufficed; the smallest drop of His
precious blood would have been more than enough. And
yet, beloved, as you see, for this end Our Lord will be
present in this Sacrament with His entire holy body,
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with all His members and with all His senses. When we
realize this, wondering we ask again: Why, then, does Our
Lord give such a precious gift for this object ? Surely
the answer that might be made to this question is both
suitable and ingenious. It is that with these, His holy
members and senses, He may sanctify the members and
senses of those who receive Him; that thereby He may
make the entire man healthy and holy. But true as this
is, it does not cover the ground. One drop of Thy precious
blood, O divine, almighty Saviour, one word from Thy
creative lips, and the whole world is made sound, strong
and holy to eternal life; and yet for that which Thou
canst so completely attain with so little, Thou givest so
much. Necessity has not led Thee, cannot ever lead
Thee, to this. Is there then something else, my brethren,
that could have led Our Lord to such great munificence ?
Oh, yes, there is something, but only one thing, and that is
love. It is part of love, it is peculiar to love to give more
and greater things than is necessary for its purpose.

And as His excessive love has brought Him to us, and,
in order to have us always with Him, has made Him give
us the merits of His death on the cross, so to nourish our
souls and sanctify all our members and senses, He has
established a Most Holy Sacrament in which He has given
us something of His own holy Person, and since He might
have attained all this by different means, we must attribute
this fo His excessive love, in consequence of which He has
not contented Himself with giving us of His divine Person
what were more than enough—one drop of His precious
blood—but has given us a Holy Sacrament in which He
is present with all His senses and members.

And, beloved, though all this is so much, and such a
great thing to have done, I must tell you that it is not all
that Our Lord gives us in this great Sacrament. You know
that really great love gives up everything to the one that



OF THE LOVE OF OUR SAVIOUR. 125

is loved, and makes itself poor for his sake. Parents have
often done this for their children. They injure themselves,
shed their blood, make themselves poor, and bring them-
selves to destitution in order to do good to the child that is
dear to them. Now, my brethren, there is much that
is precious in the sacred Person of the God-man besides
His sacred body. To Him as God-man belongs also His
precious blood, His blessed soul, His adorable divinity.
Our Lord has all this to bestow, and surely it is not neces-
sary, nor even reasonable, to expect that He would give
us everything, for it is too much, too great, too precious,
too inexpressibly holy. But Ie does this; He does that
which love does, that knows no limit. e gives everything,
even His divinity, to us. He has given us this great, Ador-
able Sacrament, in which, with His divinity and humanity,
with body and soul, with flesh and blood, Ile is present,
whole and entire, really, truly and substantially. Then, in
giving us this Most Holy Sacrament with the words, “ Take
and eat: this is My body,” He has given us His true body,
His living body, His holy body, exactly as it is and with all
that it contains. Were it not so, Ile would never have said,
“This is My body.” Behold, then, how great, how pre-
cious, is that which we possess in the Most Holy Sacra-
ment.

“ Christian, rouse thy faith to see
This great work wrought here for thee.”

O my brethren, acknowledge and believe that:

“Now the Good, supreme and best,
On our altar deigns to rest;
Is with flesh and blood our Guest.”

and truly realize for once what kind of love Our Lord’s
is, since He gives us this Sacrament in which e Himself
is present entire in His own divine Person. O beloved,
try to realize it; this is a love that exhausts itself, that has
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loved to the end, that has given up everything. Now Our
Lord has nothing more that He could give us, for there
is nothing greater or more precious than this; now Our
Lord can say to each one of us, “ What could I have done
more for thee, and have not done it ?”

Oh, how great must the gift be which is so great that
even God can give us nothing greater ! And now let us
consider how generously our dear Lord has dispensed this
gift.

Second Point.—We can understand how generously Our
Lord dispenses this gift when we think that He gives it
to all without exception, and makes it easy for every one
without exception to receive it.

Precious and valuable things are not given to many.
Such good fortune is reserved for the few, and they must
be worthy who win it, having gained distinction and
achieved illustrious things in their lives. How much more
reason had Our Lord to follow this rule in regard to this
Holy Sacrament, precisely because it is so holy, and He,
holiness itself, the Source and Author of all holiness, is
therein present.

If He had ordained that this Most Holy Sacrament
should be given only to those who had done great things
for Him, the decision would have been perfectly just; but
in that case how few would have been so highly favored !
Had He determined to bestow this Most Holy Sacrament
only on such souls as had lived purely and virtuously, it
were but a just determination, for this Most Holy Sacra-
ment is truly the “ Bread of angels,” “the Food of the
elect,” “the Refreshment of holy souls;” but again, how few
would then have had this high honor, this great happiness.

Yet, my beloved brethren, Our Lord has not ordained
that which seems to us so natural, and even desirable, but
has done precisely the reverse of this. Not merely for those
who have performed marvellous acts of virtue, who have
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done great and heroic deeds for Him, has Our Lord or-
dained this Most Holy Sacrament; not merely for those
who have kept themselves in His grace and increased
therein. No, He has not excluded the sinners from it;
even they may participate in this Most Holy Sacrament.
Yes, even those sinners whose sins are as numberless
as the sands of the seashore, even those whose sins of
abomination, and inhumanity, and monstrosity, are as scar-
let, are not shut off from this Most Holy Sacrament in
which Jesus, the Spouse of pure souls, is present, but they
may receive the same share as the saints; Our Lord has
ordained this exceeding gift of grace for all. Verily, do
you not marvel at this ? Surely this must make us wonder.
For however great one might have thought the love of
Our Lord, no one would ever have deemed it possible that
it would go as far as this. Already Our Lord had done
much in taking from the hearts of sinners the crimes that
cried to heaven for vengeance; and annulling and blotting
them out. It is more than we can understand that He
should give them back the precious diamond of grace in
exchange for the sugared poison of sin, and the sinner
must have rejoiced, thanking the dear Lord on his knees
that He had so much love left for him, and been perfectly
satisfied, even though he might regret it, if Our Lord
had refused him what is so great, so precious, so unspeak-
ably holy. But oh, how great, how bountiful above all
words and thoughts, is the love of Jesus, since He has not
refused the best, the greatest, the holiest thing that there
is in heaven or on earth to them who have made them-
selves unworthy of such grace and worthy of all punish-
ment—to wretched sinners! This is surely the love of
which it is written, “Many waters cannot quench it.”’
And how this grace still grows in greatness and generosity
when you consider how easy the dear Lord has made it
for all to receive this great Sacrament, and how quickly one
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can possess the highest Good ! One cannot so easily secure
the treasures of this world. If one would go in pursuit
of the goods of this world, and possess them, what afflic-
tions he must undergo, what perils he must encounter,
journeying into far regions, across stormy seas, enduring
many fatigues, bringing all his faculties into play to attain
his end. It certainly would not be asking too much if
Our Lord required still more than this of us before we
came into possession of this Most Holy Sacrament. And
how little would Our Lord require of us if we were ex-
pected to do many great deeds, and had to wait long, and
conquer difficulties before we could receive this Sacrament
in which there is present not merely one grace, nor many
graces, nor precious graces, but the Fulness, the Source,
the Author of all grace, Jesus Christ Himself ! When He
comes upon the altar in the Holy Mass, when throned in
the monstrance ITe gives His blessing in benediction, when
every day IHe is present in the tabernacle, He does not ex-
clude sinners. He mever repels them. And even when’
the sinner is still in sin he may, he must, come here. Cer-
tainly it grieves Jesus that He must have sinners still in
a state of sin around Him, but He endures having them,
only requiring that they shall be present piously, rever-
ently, contritely. And if the sinner will but come thus,
he will not be present in vain. TFor him also Jesus opens
His treasures, and gives him not one grace, but many; not
ordinary ones, but great ones. He carries away with him
from the Holy Mass, from benediction, something that
purifies and enlivens his heart, and his prayer before the
tabernacle inclines the Heart of Jesus toward him.

Ah, is not this wonderful ? Yes, beloved, it is verily
most wonderful. That Our Lord should endure near Him
at such a solemn, sacred time one who had gone over to
His enemy, who had sold himself to the enemy by sin,
and bore his shackles on his soul; that Our Lord even
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should think of him in the distribution of grace; that, be-
loved, is truly the love which “heaps coals of fire on the
heads of sinners.” .

And how easy it has been made for sinners to have
Jesus come again into their hearts with the fulness of
His graces, how little is required of them for this exceeding
honor, this inexpressible happiness. My brethren, one
thing obviously must be done, the omission of which will
be punished with everlasting pain, and that is that the
sinner must remove his sins by a good confession, for this
the dear Lord requires. But how little this is, how easy
this makes it for the sinner to receive the great gift, and
we must marvel at the generous love of Our Saviour. Yes,
verily, we must wonder at this love. It is the love of a
father for his lost son. The fallen Christian confesses,
“ Almighty, compassionate Saviour, I have sinned,” and
instantly the dear Lord has forgotten everything, is ecstatic
with joy. The poor, fallen wretch must confess, “I am
not worthy to be called Thy child; ” but he hears in reply:
“Tt is My delight to be with thee. Receive thou also the
wedding-garment.” Hears, “ Come thou also to My'table;”
hears, “1 will give thee also the Bread of heaven, con-
taining in itself all sweetness;” hears, ¢ Take and eat: this
is My body,” My true body, in which flows My precious
blood, in which lives and breathes My soul, in which My
divinity rests and is enthroned. Oh, incomprehensible love
of our divine Saviour ! Yes, incomprehensible. He gives
us the greatest, the best, the holiest, Himself in His own
Person, and gives it so bounteously.

Now, beloved, in the words, ¢ Praise the Lord, O Jeru-
salem; praise thy God, O Sion,” the Royal Psalmist urges
the chosen people of the Old Law, the Jewish people,
to take some hours from labor and spend them in praising
their great and good God. He also showed the Israelites
the principal reason for their doing this, that they were
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so richly endowed above all other people and nations, both
naturally and supernaturally. And he places before them
the great and special blessing that they have received,
saying, “ Who declareth His word to Jacob: His justices
and His judgments to Israel.” Other people heard not His
word; they must learn to know their God through His
works, but to them He had spoken. AndDavid shows them
thisin the words, “ He hath not done in like manner to every
nation,” and he urges Israel to praise her God. Beloved ! had
the Psalmist known the other benefits of God, had the
graces of Christianity been revealed to him, oh how would
he have urged Israel to praise God! Could he have said to
his people: Thou hast not only the word of God; thou hast
it also from the mouth of the Son of God Himself; thou
hast, moreover, the means of grace that endow thy soul
with divine dignity and consecration, with beauty and no-
bility. Could he have said: Thou hast an altar on which
is enthroned the majesty of the Son of God, actually, really
and truly, with divinity and humanity, with body and
soul, with flesh and blood, but concealed for thee, humili-
ated, debased even to the appearance of bread, and could
he have told them that every one had access to this throne
of God, and the access was made so easy for all, oh how
would he have exclaimed: Fall down and adore, praise and
glorify Him, for the Lord hath not done in like manner to
other nations !

Thou art this favored people, O Catholic Christendom !
Thou chosen people of the New Law! And to-day the
invitation comes to us to spend some time during the Forty
Hours in praising our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
Truly, beloved, we will do this, and will do it gladly, joy-
fully, sincerely and heartily, with zeal and perseverance.
Yes, dear Lord, Thou Spouse of our soul, we will fall down
before Thy most holy face, and never weary of repeating to
Thee our ““ Blessed be the Most Holy Sacrament!” of in-
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toning our “ Ave Jesu!” But do Thou, O dear Lord, we
beg Thee, graciously accept our praise; receive us after this
life among the number of Thy saints, that we may also
praise Thee in Thy everlasting glory. Amen.



SERMON VIIL

THE LOVE OF JESUS IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT KNOWS
NO BOUNDS AND OVERCOMES ALL OBSTACLES.

“My delight is to be with the children of men.”—Prov. viii. 31.

THE believing Christian adores the infinite majesty of
his God under the appearance of bread. He yields himself
up to the word of Jesus, which declares positively, “ This
is My body.” This faith, my brethren, I must call an
heroic faith. For although the mouth of eternal Truth
has said, “ This is My body,” it is not without a struggle,
a mighty struggle, that the understanding submits itself
to this saying, and there is good cause for this. For when
there is question of knowledge of the truth the entire man
seeks satisfaction; not only the heart and understanding,
but the senses also demand to be taken into account. And
so it is always hard to believe what we do not see, nor feel,
nor taste; it is so hard that the Lord suggests its difficulty
when He praises as blessed those who have believed with-
out seeing. But to believe the contrary of what we see,
and feel, and taste, that is a faith that costs a struggle.

Now, my brethren, do you not hear how the eyes
and mouth cry out at the words, “ This is Mybody ” ? The
eyes say: What T behold looks like bread, and can that be
the body of the Lord that shone resplendent on Mount
Thabor ? Oh, this is a hard saying; who can bear it ?

132
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Can it be the body of the Lord, from which went out won-
derful strength for healing ? The tongue exclaims: What
I taste has the flavor of bread, and can it be the body of
the Lord, at whose feet Magdalen wept tears of penitence,
on whose breast John, the innocent, leaned ? Oh, this is
a hard saying; who can bear it # This is what the eyes
and the tongue cry out; who will dare to contradict
, them ? The believing heart alone dares do this; it de-
clares its own eyes and tongue to be wrong. It says:
The Lord has the words of eternal life, and as He says,
so it is, and not as I see and taste. It says: The Lord
has made everything out of nothing; has turned water
into wine. He can also leave the appearance of bread,
and beneath it veil His body and soul, His flesh and blood,
His divinity and humanity, and the believing heart feels
little surprise that infinite Wisdom has devised such a
miracle, that almighty God has wrought such a work. For
since the Lord said “ This is My body,” it knows that:

“ Here the Good, supreme and best,
God Himself now deigns to rest;
Ts with flesh and blood our Guest.”

But what makes it wonder is rather that the love of
Jesus goes so far that He actually does this for poor, sin-
ful humanity, and therefore it is inspired to exclaim, with
emotion, “ Ave Jesu !”

Now, my brethren, I rejoice in having every reason
to assume that Our Lord will find such a heart in you. You
have come here expressly to show love and gratitude to
the Spouse of your soul for having established His flesh
and blood in the Most Holy Sacrament for love of you and
to the nourishment of your soul; you will offer Him the
first fruits of your love and gratitude, and have therefore
set apart for Him this hour of prayer. You have already
fought a good fight with your eyes and tongue, and full
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of faith, you exclaim, “ What the senses cannot per-
ceive, faith teaches us.” Therefore you will not expect me
to say a word to show you that your faith in the Blessed
Sacrament must vanquish the declaration of your senses.
You would far rather hear something to enkindle still
more your love of Jesus. I know it will do your hearts
good if T show you that:

I. The love of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament sacrifices
all.

II. It knows no bounds and overcomes all obstacles.

First Point.—There burns in the Heart of Jesus a
love that sacrifices all. He has given most convincing
proof of this in leaving Himself in the Most Holy Sacra-
ment of the Altar as a memorial. For what is the mean-
ing of these words: Jesus has left Himself as a memorial
in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar ? It means no
less than this: Jesus, the Good Shepherd, has taken care
that He should be as near as possible to all His sheep,
ceaselessly, in all ages and places. Have we not already
seen that there burns in the Heart of Jesus a love that until
it has done all in its power never says: Enough ? Think
a moment of a faithful friend: though he desires his friend,
and cannot be without him long, he cannot make the sacri-
fice to remain with him always. And see a loving mother;
she cleaves to her child, she yearns to have the little one
with her, but the sacrifice of never being alone without
her child would be too great—even a mother’s love does
not go as far as this. But, my brethren, the love of Our
Lord can never be persuaded to seek that which the truest
friend and tenderest mother must welcome; it would be the
greatest grief to His Heart were e a moment away from
us; He cannot bear that. No, “ It is My delight to be with
the children of men.” He has proved this; having loved
His own, He was not content till He had loved them to
the end. For He had already done everything for us that
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we could have conceived of from His exceeding love, but
He did not pause here, nor until He had done to the very
last everything that He could think of in His love to us.
He took care that He could be with us every day, even to
the end of the world; He gave us the Most Holy Sacra-
ment of the Altar, in truth the Sacrament of love. O be-
loved, unite with me in saying, * Blessed be the Most Holy
Sacrament ! ” let your “ Ave Jesu | ” resound.

And now, my brethren, direct your attention to what
Jesus, the Saviour of the world, has done to be with His
ransomed brothers and sisters even to the end of time.
This again will show you that His Heart is completely
glowing and aflame with love for us, a love sacrificing all.
But first I must ask you what is your faith in this Most
Holy Sacrament of the Altar ? You confess your faith
when you sing and pray:

“In the monstrance is adored
Christ, our undivided Lord.”

Yes, beloved, this is the true faith. Christ has surely
said, “This is My body.” DBut His sacred body is living,
g0 He gives us with this sacred living body His heavenly
soul also; in a word, His adorable humanity. But there
also dwells in the living body of Jesus the fulness of the
divinity; in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar Jesus
also gives us IHis divinity and humanity. In the mon-
strance dwells Christ entire, everywhere, and for all time.

Beloved, do you not see in this that a love is burning
in the Heart of Jesus that sacrifices all ? Oh, understand
then the great work which the Lord has wrought for love
of you. For what does this mean: Jesus is present in
the Blessed Sacrament in all places and for all time, not
merely with Iis divinity, but also with His humanity ?
It means no less than this: By a great miracle Jesus has
made a new and unique law for His sacred humanity in
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the Blessed Sacrament, a law applying to no other cor-
poreal being. He has removed from His sacred body in the
Blessed Sacrament the law of space, binding all other bodies,
and which even He was under while He dwelt visibly
among men. His presence in the Blessed Sacrament is not
limited to one place; by the Blessed Sacrament He is
present in all places with His entire humanity. But for
His humanity in the Blessed Sacrament Ile has also re-
moved the law of time, which binds each living being, and
which He also was under when He went about visibly
among men. He is not merely present for a few years, or a
limited time; no, Heispresentinthe Blessed Sacrament with
His entire humanity for all time, even to the end of the
world, in order that we may come to Him, and for the sake
of our necessities. IHe has—oh, hear what a great thing
the Lord has done for love of you !—He has transferred
to His sacred body, in a positive and true sense, the eternal
laws of His divine nature. Two of the divine attributes,
which are so singular and peculiar to the divine majesty
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